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Introduction-Short Overview 

I've never been much involved in politics until the 2008 election. But, my interest in practical Christianity led to involvement with worldwide anti-poverty campaigns many of which began with trying to follow the Jubilee principles of the Bible.  That led to a deep interest in Biblical economics that helped me understand the structural foundational reasons which have astoundingly practical solutions that reconcile the liberals desire to promote human rights with the conservatives priority of free market economics. It also can solve the tragedy of millions of people dying because of stupid extreme poverty (I suggest you go visit www.makepovertyhistory.org/videos for some videos of what cruel and unjust poverty causes).  The free book “Economic Democracy” at www.ied.info revolutionized my thinking because it helped me understand the consequences of ignoring God’s economic principles and how this is used to siphon off wealth unjustly from the poor.  In these articles I will share with you many important things that you have probably never heard of before, but which are vital to solve many urgent problems in our modern world.

· PART 1 will show briefly that many American founders and leaders believed that concentration of wealth was one of the biggest threats to democracy.

· PART 2A will briefly cover 7 Biblical principles regarding wealth redistribution and some of the results of following God’s principles in economics.  It will especially deal with the biblical idea that natural resources must be shared by all and all must have equitable opportunities or else the inevitable result is economic slavery of one kind or another.  Communism perverts this idea into forcing all to have the same wealth.  But, the Bible principles’ main goal is not to create equal levels of wealth, but equal opportunity, 2 vastly different concepts. 

· PART 2B has many more Bible verses supporting the ideas in 2A and other interesting information from history and experts that supports the Bible concept.  

· PART 3 will explain in more depth a theory called Land Rent which follows important Bible economic principles and has been proven to work in numerous countries and societies the world over, both in the past and the present.  

This is a work in progress since I’m extremely busy with many responsibilities in real life. You can go to some of the links for some more in depth explanations, but this will get you started. This is a basic overview of an economic concept that causes explosive economic growth and has greatly outproduced socialism, capitalism and almost every other system that has been tried to my knowledge.  It’s not a fantasy. These principles have been tried at city, state and country levels many times and worked phenomenally. Because of this they are advocated by some of the greatest thinkers on the planet from almost all perspectives ranging from prophets like Moses to sages like Confucius to atheists like Voltaire (plus 1000s of others).  I’m personally theologically conservative, but my knowledge of the Bible economics principles (and many other Biblical principles) causes me to be far more on the political liberal side ( esp. in economic rights for all, health care for all, etc.
Please read part 1 and 2A especially. Part 3 has many more details on Land Rent, but is not all done.  The concept is basically this: 
1) Natural resources were not created by anyone (religious people believe God created them. Atheists agree that no person created them) and so they must be shared equitably by all. 
2) Once this basic economic right is provided to all, then everyone can follow free market economics and if you work hard (or are lucky), you can get rich. So, it provides for the basic needs of ALL and enough for most to have a chance at their dreams as well. In its pure and best form, the government is not allowed to tax anything except natural resources (at a low rate) and then use those for the betterment of the community.  

In sports, you want all your players productive and healthy. That’s the best way to win.  The same is true in economics and this system provides for everyone’s basic needs and opportunities to achieve dreams and be productive better than any other system I’m aware of.

3) This system works incredibly well because it gives powerful incentives for EVERYONE to be actively working and contributing to society. It does not support laziness (like socialism does), it encourages maximum entrepreneurship (like capitalism) and eliminates extreme poverty in many national and state examples (unlike modern capitalism which causes disastrous tragedies for many poor due to its violation of the basic economic rights to natural resources that so many great leaders have recognized) as well as reducing abortion. It also reduces crime, the size of government, and causes the maximum number of people to be gainfully employed.

For those on the political left, it solves the problem of economic rights and poverty as well as health care for all. For those on the right, it reduces the abortion rate far more than even making abortion illegal would (since a major reason many girls have abortions is because they can’t financially support themselves), follows quite a few biblical economic principles and preserves free market principles.  It does not support laziness. It doesn’t steal from the rich or tax profit making businesses out of existence.  

Even for people who are not religious, the fact is that no human being made natural resources and many atheists like Voltaire, Rosseau, Paine and others have also agreed that sharing resources equitably is the only really fair basis for an economic system (see quote section below).  And all regardless of belief can still benefit from the biblical Jubilee or Land Rent ideas. Also, many Christians are ignorant of these important economic concepts in the Bible and don’t understand the moral duty of believers to provide for the basic necessities of all through the government.  If you read through even the small section on Jubilee here, you’ll know more about biblical economics than 95% of Christians. 

The Land Rent concept is very similar to the biblical Jubilee system and based on the same principle. Most importantly, these systems have been tried (esp. Land Rent) and work phenomenally better than anything else in history. THAT is the key test. Now when we have extreme economic emergencies is the right time to use this wisest of all economic systems.  Make sure to check out the websites, esp. www.progress.org/geonomy and www.ied.info (the file “Economic Democracy” in the free book section especially) for many more details and more precise ideas on how to implement this economic system that is the only truly just system, but that ALSO promotes explosive economic growth unlike any other (see section on the nations that have tried these systems). 

These studies and others in the Bible and economics caused me an enormous amount of concern about economic justice.  I hope that you read the information in this article and make decisions on who to vote for based on a true and accurate understanding of God’s principles and what has really worked for the benefit of nations in the past.

God bless no matter which way you vote (,

Bryan Bissell 

bbissell7@yahoo.com


PART 1: Why Economic Freedom and Equitable Opportunity are Essential for Democracy to Function

From time to time I get accusations that the tax policies of the Democrats are socialist, redistribution of wealth and even communist. On the other side, Republicans sometimes rightly accuse Democrats of enabling laziness which is directly against the Bible. No Party is 100% right or following perfectly the ideas in the Bible or those that our greatest American pioneers and philosophers and scientists and economists from around the world have advocated as best.   In fact, both republican and democratic parties have aspects that are very positive. In some areas democrats are MUCH closer to the Bible's instructions for governments than republicans are.  This is especially true in the areas of economics, health care, fundamental human rights and things like that.  But, in others, republicans are much closer.  This is especially true in the areas of teaching religion/creation-science in school, allowing prayer, reducing abortions (although the Bible never mentions the term), marriage between a man and woman only, spending only what you have/not getting in debt (although in reality republicans have been in charge when 80% of the deficit was caused), influencing other countries to respect freedom of worship and others.  Since this is true, it is impossible for a biblical person to be only a democrat or a republican. I personally look at the responsibilities of the office the candidate is running for, look at their integrity, look at their positions on the issues and how well they line up with the relevant biblical standards, their ability to lead and get things done and then I vote for the person that is best.
But, the greatest biblical injustice as well as the greatest threat to the very fabric of democracy is ALWAYS when wealth is concentrated in fewer and fewer hands.  The well documented fact is that this concentration is radically speeded up under Republicans. When this happens it inevitably leads to severe increases in crime, terrorism and war time after time after time all through history.  This danger of wealth concentration was explicitly guarded against by NUMEROUS Bible principles and it was also clearly seen by many of our greatest pioneers and thinkers.  Republicans often attack Democrats for trying to engage in redistributing wealth or class warfare as John McCain and Sarah Palin both have alleged.  But, the most extreme threat to democracy that they at all costs do NOT want you to know about is that political freedom and equality is impossible without economic freedom and equality.  Here are a few:
· “Our founding fathers knew that the American experiment in individual liberty, free enterprise, and Republican self-government could succeed only if power was widely distributed, and since in any society social and political power flow from economic power, they saw that wealth and property would have to be widely distributed among the people in the country ..Could there be anything resembling a free enterprise economy, if wealth and property were concentrated in the hands of a few?“--President Ronald Reagan

· "History records that the money changers have used every form of abuse, intrigue, deceit, and violent means possible, to maintain their control over governments, by controlling money and its issuance." - James Madison 

· “The money powers prey upon the nation in times of peace and conspire against it in times of adversity.  It is more despotic than a monarchy, more insolent than autocracy, and more selfish than bureaucracy.  It denounces as public enemies, all who question its  methods or throw light  upon its crimes.  I have two great enemies, the Southern Army in front of me and the Bankers in the rear.  Of the two, the one at my rear is my greatest foe. Corporations have been enthroned and an era of corruption in high places will follow,  and the money  powers of the country will endeavor to its reign by  working upon the prejudices of the people until the wealth is aggregated in the hands of a few, and the Republic is destroyed. I feel at this moment more anxiety for the safety of my country than ever before, even in the midst of war."Abraham Lincoln

· “I slowly came to realize that political democracy cannot flourish under all economic conditions.  Democracy requires an economic system which supports the political ideals of liberty and equality for all.  Men cannot exercise freedom in the political sphere when they are deprived of it in the economic sphere.”  --M Mortimer Adler, former professor of Philosophy at the University of Chicago (deceased)

· Rutherford B. Hayes (19th U.S. President) wrote this in his diary between 1881-1891, “December 4 Sunday. In church it occurred to me that it is time for the public to hear that the giant evil and danger in this country, the danger which transcends all others, is the vast wealth owned or controlled by a few persons. Money is power. In Congress, in state legislatures, in city councils, in the courts, in the political conventions, in the press, in the pulpit, in the circles of the educated and the talented, its influence is growing greater and greater. Excessive wealth in the hands of the few means extreme poverty, ignorance, vice, and wretchedness as the lot of the many.”

· Baron M.A. Rothschild understood when he once said: "Give me control over a nation's currency and I care not who makes its laws." 

If wealth is concentrated in the hands of a few, democracy is pretty much an illusion.  America is  already VERY VERY far towards democracy being just an illusion since:

“The rich-man, poor-man gap also widened {in 2008} with the nation's top one percent now collecting 23 percent of total income, the biggest disparity since 1928, according to the Economic Policy Institute.” 66.35.240.8/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/08/31/EDEC12L3SN.DTL
The propaganda to keep people thinking that democracy is real when wealth is concentrated in the hands of the view is VERY sophisticated and hard to resist.  The wealthy establishment tries VERY hard to convince people with propaganda that they are acting in the best interest of the people when it is all a massive hoax.  The above concepts and others below are seldom if ever taught in school.  Most Christians are unaware of similar concepts in the Bible and don’t know that the Bible has anything of significance to say about economics for nations.  But, these are critical principles that must be understood if democracy is to continue functioning.  
In a similar vein, Martin Luther King Jr. wrote, “Of all forms of inequality, injustice in health care is the most shocking and inhumane." When people don’t have economic power, they often cannot access health care no matter how good it is.  And what could be a more basic human right than having decent health care?   Even republicans should join this campaign for guaranteed health care.  Why?

1) Huge numbers of businesses go bankrupt every year because of health care costs.

2) Guaranteed public health care is by far the best way to reduce abortions, something Republicans claim is important to them.  See this website BY a long time pro-life Republican advisor to former President Reagan for many statistics on this.  Countries where health care is guaranteed have FAR fewer abortions than those where it is not. And making abortion illegal doesn’t stop it.  Korea, for example, where abortion is illegal has one of the highest abortion rates in the world.
http://www.prolifeproobama.com/plpo_abortionfacts.htm
It’s for sure true that Obama’s campaign is not entirely free of the influence of the rich.  But, it is far freer than anything in living memory precisely because it is largely sponsored by regular people through millions of internet donations and is not mostly financed by the rich or lobbyists, etc.  This is a signifincant difference.  

In addition to political freedom being impossible without economic freedom as above, the accusation of the Republicans that Democrats are redistributing wealth hides one of the biggest redistributions of wealth in history, that of the Republicans.  As we will see in part 2A, the Bible teaches that every person has a natural right to equal economic opportunity.  This is NOT communism where all are forced to have equal wealth.  That’s also a violation of God’s principles and destroys incentive.  But, the Bible teaches that every person has a right to own an equitable part of nature and that this is a sacred and inviolable right.  If natural resources are not distributed equitably, the only other just economic system is for those who own the natural resources to pay from their profits to those who they have excluded. 

If we understand the Bible principles and those of our pioneers clearly, it is irrefutable that the Republican taxes are a type of sophisticated robbery of the middle class and especially the poor to benefit the wealthy.  The wealthy profit from natural resources that do not legitimately belong to them.  It is only basic human rights and ethics for the wealthy to give the disenfranchised enough money to take care of their basic needs and to get things like health care and education so that they can follow their dreams and be trained to contribute useful skills to society.

Amazingly, many of the middle class and poor who are robbed year after year, continue to be willing to vote election after election for the very Party that is robbing them.  This sounds like an outlandish claim I know.  But, if you read and think about the above quotes carefully and parts 2 and 3 which detail a few of the many Bible principles on government, it will be verified from NUMEROUS sources (and this is just a general overview. MANY more details could be added).  First the Bible and then many of our most famous thinkers including American founders, philosophers, presidents, Asian geniuses and even atheists…people from all spectrums. 

Just ask yourselves who decides which tax rates are “fair” and not “redistributing wealth”.  Republicans do that when they are in power.  Democrats do it when they are in power.  But, the fact is that BOTH are redistributing wealth.  The only difference is the victim and the recipient.  Is there any higher standard?  Yes, there is.  The Bible VERY strongly states many principles on economics, including government economics. Here are just 10 that will be explained in more detail below: 

1) CHARGING INTEREST IS EVIL (Interest makes the rich able to benefit when the poor suffer. This is wrong. The Bible promotes win-win investing, but condemns the win-lose sin of charging interest.). 

2) JUBILEE ECONOMIC SYSTEM  (Since God made everything in the world and all people, land/natural resources must be equitably divided among all.  People can become wealthy, but equal opportunity is a basic human right. Land can be leased, but never permanently sold since land is the source of most wealth.  Every 50th year, it returns to the original family that God gave it to.) 

3) CANCEL DEBTS EVERY 7 YEARS (Many people due to the violation of #1 & #2 are in deep debt continually and can’t get out.  Some people’s whole lives are sacrificed to the debt monster. This principle would end that waste.)

4) DO NOT SUPPORT DEPENDENCY/LAZY PEOPLE (The Bible says that a person who doesn’t work shouldn’t eat.  Here Republicans are sometimes better than the Democrats although Clinton did well here.  )  

5) PAY FAIR WAGES

6) CHARGE FAIR RENT & TAXES (Taxes should be a maximum 1-2% if a government is run rightly, 10% or more is the level that tyrants will charge.  10% is right for God to require because he made everything.  But, human leaders didn’t make everything and so it’s wrong for them to demand this much unless there is some extreme emergency.)
7) GIVE TITHES AND OFFERINGS & AFTER TITHE, TAKE CARE OF YOUR FAMILY NEEDS (and THEN share)
8) SPIRITUAL LEADERS DESERVE FAIR PAY
9) SHARE & BE GENEROUS TO THE POOR 

10) TRADE FAIRLY

This will help you see how in addition to violating principles of our American founders, Republican policies also seriously violate Bible principles and the wisdom of philosophers from many perspectives. 

God bless,

Bryan

PART 2A: Is Redistribution of Wealth Democratic, Republican or even moral? 

One of the biggest issues at present in American politics is whether redistribution of wealth is ethical and whether it really produces the best good for our nation as a whole.  There is an enormous amount of misunderstanding on this issue and nowhere is the misunderstanding greater than in understanding what many of our greatest American founders and leaders and what the Bible and thought about this question.  In this article, I will briefly go through 7 biblical principles that have an enormous impact on how we think about redistribution of wealth.  For those who are not believers in the Bible, you can skip to the section on Land Rent since it is an economic system that parallels the biblical Jubilee system As I’ve studied the Bible, a variety of economic theories and their practical results, I’ve discovered that ripping off one segment of the population to concentrate the wealth in the hands of the few is one way of destroying a nation and tearing down the very fabric of democracy and it is something that God instituted a variety of principles to prevent this injustice. I hope you read this article carefully before you vote and pass it on to your friends.

By the way, I am not a Republican or Democrat myself.  In fact, I just voted in this 2008 election for 8 Republicans and 7 Democrats.  Neither Party follows the Bible perfectly in its economic advice, but it’s quite clear to me that one is far closer to the Bible than the other and I think it will become obvious to you as you read the principles below. 

As a conservative Christian and longtime missionary, I’m really concerned that many conservatives naively fling the word “socialists” and even blatantly false words like “communists” at Democrats almost like cuss words without understanding that the Bible has many principles that solemnly instruct people and governments to redistribute wealth (I will explain 7 of them below). McCain himself made this explicit allegation towards Obama regarding socialism (Palin also says similar things often):

"He believes in redistributing wealth -- not in policies that grow our economy and create jobs and opportunities for all Americans. Sen. Obama is more interested in controlling who gets your piece of the pie than in growing the pie." … "That's one of the tenets of socialism," McCain said.  http://edition.cnn.com/2008/POLITICS/10/20/campaign.wrap/index.html 
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Many accusations about Obama raising taxes and how his policies will kill jobs just do not have any more truth to them than the falsehoods about Obama being a muslim, palling around with terrorists and doing nothing of merit as a senator even though he has written/sponsored/co-sponsored over 600 bills on important issues (some accusations about McCain also are completely untrue and have no business in our lives).  All we have to do to prove this false is go back to Clinton’s presidency which had 14.2% rates of GDP growth for both terms which was even better than Reagan on average (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_debt_by_U.S._presidential_terms).  

But, let’s skip all that for now and skip the fact that there a whole range of socialist philosophies ranging from some that are in very close harmony with the Bible and advocate free enterprise as the Bible does to those that are essentially the same as communism and force everyone to have equal wealth, a very unbiblical principle.  
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Let’s be very clear.  Taxes of ANY kind are coercive since they are NOT optional.  BOTH parties redistribute wealth.  The only question is whether you want it redistributed to the rich and hope that the discredited trickle down philosophy miraculously starts working or whether you want to redistribute it to those who are in dire need of assistance in order to enable them to make significant contributions to our society.  The rich already have all the tools and assets they need to contribute to society.  It is those who are destitute and desparate who can by FAR contribute the most if they are given the chance and opportunity to do so (there are likely some future Einsteins who just need support right now to think of brilliant solutions to future problems).  The last 8 years has seen one of the most massive transfers of wealth by the government from the average Joe’s to the rich in America’s history.  Frankly, Bush has been one of the biggest socialists in the world and the $700 billion bailout?  Can anyone say that that is not redistributing wealth from taxpayers to banks? And try to wrap your mind around this:

“Economist Larry Summers, former Treasury Secretary and past president of Harvard University, says that in the last 29 years, those earning the top one percent of income have gained about $600 billion. Those in bottom 80 percent have lost about $600 billion.” http://www.cqpolitics.com/wmspage.cfm?docID=news-000002977524 

So basically, there’s a LOT of hypocrisy going on with conservatives who are yelling “socialists” towards those who advocate redistributing wealth to aid the poor, social justice, etc..  The conservatives are 100% involved in redistribution by the government themselves.  The only difference is that they’re giving it to the rich in boatloads.

[image: image81.jpg]



Martin Luther King wrote that, “True compassion is more than flinging a coin to a beggar; it understands that an edifice which produces beggars needs restructuring.” (“Letter from Birmingham City Jail”)  The reason that extreme poverty is exploding in our modern world is no accident.  It has a direct cause and that cause is that we are continually involved in violating basic economic rights that the Bible teaches and that numerous thinkers have all agreed are just basic justice. 
Obviously this is a very emotional issue with some people even making lynch-like threats such as “off with his head” against Obama and those who prefer to redistribute wealth to the poor and middle class rather than to the rich).  But, the issue is most emotional for people such as the ones in these videos. Many of them have lost everything through tragically unfortunate circumstances that were no fault of their own.  I cannot overemphasize the importance of watching some of the stories of the people here.  Put yourself in their place.  Can you justify lives being ruined and wasted just because of unfortunate luck as their lives have been?   

http://assets.aarp.org/www.aarp.org_/dividedwefail/?v=Gen_Anderson  (This is a critical site to visit.  Don’t skip it.)
A very famous writer from the 18th century philosopher argued, 

“It is not very unreasonable that the rich should contribute to the public expense, not only in proportion to their revenue, but something more than in that proportion.”

That same 18th Century philosopher put it, 

“No society can surely be flourishing and happy, of which the far greater part of the members are poor and miserable. It is but equity, besides, that they who feed, clothe and lodge the whole body of the people, should have such a share of the produce of their own labour as to be themselves tolerably well fed, clothed and lodged."
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Would you take a guess at who said these things?  Most will be shocked that the author of these sentiments above is none other than Adam Smith, the father of capitalism.  Even HE recognized the basic ethical responsibility and significant benefits to society that comes from eliminating the horrific injustice of extreme poverty and ensuring that all have a decent chance at life.  It is only when you do this he said that a society can flourish and be happy.  It is interesting to note that for all our wealth, America is only #23 in the list of happiest nations in the world.  Denmark, a nation built on socialistic principles of equal opportunity and rejection of financial gain as our #1 goal in life, is consistently ranked #1 in the list of happiest nation (see a short video about it at: quest.bluezones.com ). 

What 7 Principles Does The Bible Teach About Redistribution Of Wealth?

Does the Bible have anything to say about this issue that can enlighten us?  Does history give us any lessons?

As you read the below ideas (and especially if you read the longer attachment), I believe you will come to understand as I did just a few years ago, that the Bible strongly advocates principles that can ONLY fit under the category of redistributing wealth from the rich to the poor and/or preventing the concentration of wealth in the hands of a few.  Some are at the governmental level. Some are at the personal level.  But, BOTH types are very critical if we wish to experience the NUMEROUS economic blessings that God promised in places such as Deuteronomy 28.  When people’s biblical economic rights are violated and they are stuck in grinding poverty with no hope of escape, it causes MANY to decide to get involved in crimes, terrorism or even war to right the terrible injustices (see the research study at the end of the longer article for solid proof of that).  Violating people’s natural economic rights causes tremendous expenses in terms of police, lawyers, court trials, judges, jails, rehabilitation, insurance, security and many other things.  So, we basically have two choices:

A) Follow God’s principles and redistribute wealth fairly and justly to other human beings both through government and individual methods as the Bible teaches and gain the many benefits that God has promised us if we do that or 

B) Spend massive amounts of money on jails, courthouses, trials, security cameras, and other non-human things to try to stop the crimes and wars and violence that results from disobeying God’s economic instructions.  But, even these efforts will ultimately fail since you will never be able to end violence by people who have nothing to lose anyway and who are angered by injustice.  

What are the principles of God that support redistribution of wealth? Briefly here are just a few (there are others as well). In the interest of brevity this section mostly deals with Bible verses.  For confirmations from many deep thinkers and reasons why they are important check the longer article with extra details start with Part 2B:

1. !!!SHARE NATURAL RESOURCES EQUITABLY WITH ALL (using Jubilee or Land Rent)
The Bible states that it is a sacred right for land to be shared by all people equitably.  Land and natural resources have been the source of most wealth throughout history (food, lumber, gold, oil, steel, etc.).  So, this principle is focused on sharing the foundations of wealth.  Ethical free enterprise, business and wealth were honorable and not sins in the Bible.  But, there must be a foundation of equal opportunity through shared natural resources.  Communist perverted this into forcing all to have equal wealth instead of equal opportunity as God instructed.  

God took land from the rich Canaanites and redistributed it to Israel equitably (He also assigned land to other nations that was not to be taken from them).  He stated that the land of each family MUST NEVER BE SOLD to others and must ALWAYS stay in the same tribe.  This directly blocked the monopolies of land and extreme concentration of wealth and poverty that are so oppressive and that cause so much suffering in our world today and that are destroying the middle class in many countries currently.  This policy existed in BOTH the theocracy and the monarchy…all through the Old Testament and hints of it in the New Testament as well as God using it in heaven. Here are 2 Bible verses on the subject (in the long version, there are dozens of verses on this).
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 “23 “The land must never be sold on a permanent basis, for the land belongs to me. You are only foreigners and tenant farmers working for me. 24 “With every purchase of land you must grant the seller the right to buy it back. 28 …In the jubilee year{every 50th year}, the land must be returned to the original owners so they can return to their family land.”  Leviticus 25 (the rest of the chapter explains that property in towns can be bought and sold permanently, except for the property of the Levites which they can always buy back). 
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“None of the territorial land may pass from tribe to tribe, for all the land given to each tribe must remain within the tribe to which it was first allotted...9 No grant of land may pass from one tribe to another; each tribe of Israel must keep its allotted portion of land.” Numbers 36:7,9

It is not only the Bible that advocated sharing nature.  Many great thinkers from numerous perspectives have advocated this idea.  In fact there are very few ideas anywhere on the planet that have more agreement by people from such vastly different perspectives than on this idea that it is just basic justice to share natural resources equitably.  Here are just a few of 100s (See the section “Quotes by Many Experts and Philosophers who Support Sharing Natural Resources” for more quotes):
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Famous Thinkers Who Advocate(d) Sharing Nature as the Only Just Economic System

· [image: image84.jpg]


ABRAHAM LINCOLN: “The land, the earth God gave to man for his home,sustenance and support, should never be the possession of any man,corporation,society or unfriendly government,any more than the air or water”

· VOLTAIRE (atheist): "The fruits of the earth are a common heritage of all, to which each man has equal right." 


· THOMAS JEFFERSON (1743-1826), author of the Declaration of Independence and with Ben Franklin the most inventive and intellectual of the Founding Fathers, wrote, "The earth is given as a common stock for men to labor and to live on... Wherever in any country there are idle lands and unemployed poor, it is clear that the laws of property have been so far extended as to violate natural right. Everyone may have land to labor for himself, if he chooses; or, preferring the exercise of any other industry, may exact for it such compensation as not only to afford a comfortable subsistence, but wherewith to provide for a cessation from labor in old age." (Notes on Virginia, 1791) 
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DR. SUN YAT SEN (1866-1925), father of modern China, wrote, "The teachings of Henry George will be the basis of our program of reform... The (land tax) as the only means of supporting the government is an infinitely just, reasonable, and equitably distributed tax... The centuries of heavy and irregular taxation for the benefit of the manchus have shown China the injustice of any other system of taxation."


· CONFUCIUS (BC 551-479), Chinese philosopher, said, "When the Great Way prevailed, natural resources were fully used for the benefit of all and not appropriated for selfish ends... This was the Age of the Great Commonwealth of peace and prosperity." 
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Mirabeau the Elder (1715-1789) 

Land rent would be a "social advance equal to the inventions of writing and money." 
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Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881) 

"Who can or who could sell us the earth? Actually the earth belongs to these two: the almighty God and all his children who have ever worked on it or who will ever have worked on it or who will ever have to work on it. No generation of men can or could with even the highest solemnity and exertion sell the earth according to any other principle."
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Horace Greeley (1811-1872) abolitionist 

"Whenever the ownership of the soil is so engrossed by a small part of the community that the far larger part are compelled to pay whatever the few may see fit to exact for the privilege of occupying and cultivating the Earth, there is something very much like slavery."

Nations Where Sharing Natural Resources Eliminated Extreme Poverty
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Many nations and tribes in history have followed this principle with great success including for example many native American Indians.   When they followed this idea well, the extreme poverty that is so common in our time was almost completely unknown.  There is another system very similar to Jubilee called “Land Rent” or “The Single Tax” (advocated most famously by author Henry George) that follows the same principle as Jubilee does.  Since all nature was created by God, we all have a right to it.  To divide land equitably as Jubilee requires would require almost a war it seems.  .  Land Rent achieves equitable distribution of land by eliminating ALL taxes except taxes of 10-15% on natural resources.  This gives a strong incentive to owners to sell anything that they are not using productively and so land is distributed quite equitably in this way.  Those who use natural resources for their exclusive benefit must pay for that privilege and this funds the government, education, hospitals and other development programs.  Land Rent and Jubilee have been tested many times in ancient and recent history and have caused economies to skyrocket past the best performances of capitalism.  I’ll speak more of this in the future, but here are a couple examples of what this system which also follows Bible principles was able to produce.  
1) TAIWAN: When Chiang Kai-shek retreated to Taiwan in the 1940s, people were very poor and hungry. 20 rich families monopolized the entire island. General Chiang implemented the system of land rent.  The rich soon realized that owning land that you weren’t using was very unprofitable and sold it quickly at cheap prices to farmers and businessmen. The new owners worked hard and within 10 years, the countries debts were paid off, hunger was ended and the economy began to skyrocket.  Taiwan set world records with 10% per year GDP growth and 20% in their industry. (Fred Harrison, Power in the Land, 1983) By comparison, Korea’s GDP growth in 2005 was 3.5% (http://times.hankooki.com/lpage/biz/200512/kt2005122021361211860.htm).  So land rent can produce an economy three times better than capitalism. 
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KOREA/JAPAN/ASIAN TIGERS:  In the last few decades many of the Asian tiger roared to the top of the world economy.  These success stories began on a firm footing of land reform. The city-state Singapore, founded on Georgist tax principles, reached a tax rate on land of 16%. Over 80% of Hong Kong’s budget for a long time came from Land Rent taxes (Yu-Hung Hong, Landlines, 1999 March, Lincoln Inst., Cambridge, MA). Hong Kong enjoys low taxes, low prices, high investment, and often the highest per capita salaries. The city is often voted the world's best city for business and the freest for residents.  Douglas MacArthur strongly promoted Land Rent concepts in Japan and Korea after World War 2 and in less than 50 years both countries have risen from massive devastation to be consistently ranked in the top 15 economies in the world in spite of their small size!  
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CALIFORNIA: In the 1890s in California, one man Henry Miller owned 1,000,000 acres of land. Miller could travel from Mexico to Oregon and spend every night on his own land. California started following land rent and Miller realized he would be poor if he kept all that unused land.  He sold the land to over 7,000 independent farms and California became the "bread basket of America" and is equivalent to the 5th largest economy in the world. 
Many others are listed at www.progress.org/geonomy 

Why does sharing nature work effectively to eliminate poverty and improve the economy?  There are many reasons, but here are 3:
1) Sharing natural resources gives everyone hope and equal opportunity! All have land or natural resources or opportunities to work with and can make a decent living from that.  They can build up their finances and follow their dreams where they lead instead of being stuck in economic slavery all their lives.  If more people have hope and opportunity, then society will be all that more productive and wealthy.  If people don't have hope, they won't have passion or dedication to their job and there are many negative consequences that go with that.

2) Since everyone has opportunities, the envy and jealousy factors drop dramatically.  This creates peace and reduces crime and other factors since people are occupied taking advantage of their opportunities.

3) Since you have resources and materials to work with and since the improvements on the land aren’t taxed, just the land itself, there is a strong incentive to make improvements on buildings and a huge natural incentive for people to produce and create more wealth with the resources that they own and have access to.
Here’s an excerpt from a site that explains how sharing natural resources can help solve an incredible number of problems. These are from these sites:

http://www.answersanswers.com/landrent.html
http://www.answersanswers.com/land_rent_proof.html#history http://www.answersanswers.com/land_rent_proof.html#proof
================

Nearly every problem comes down to control of resources

The world economy is based on a fight for absolute control of resources. Land rent makes us all pay the fair price. This changes the world at its foundations.
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Some panaceas are real

Panaceas are not fashionable. We are supposed to say “there are no easy answers.” But sometimes there are easy answers, simple ideas that make everything better. Some panaceas include:
· Law - this allows people to plan ahead and build comforts. Without law, life is nasty, brutal and short. 

· Trade - this is the fastest way to create wealth, and changed the world from iron age farming to advanced civilization. 

· Democracy - this has been a very successful way to get wealth, peaceful and ethical societies. 

Land rent is perhaps the greatest panacea of all, because it makes the big three panaceas even more effective:
· Law - law favors the rich. Land rent gives everyone an equal chance to become rich. 

· Trade - land rent increases trade by bringing more land into the market and making everyone work for their money. 

· Democracy - poverty is the enemy of democracy because it makes people ignorant, desperate, easily threatened, and unable to compete with well funded parties. Land rent attacks poverty at its root. 

Anyone who wants to solve the world’s problems must start with the most basic issues. There is nothing more basic than land. If we get the economics of land right, then employment, justice, wealth, and equality all follow naturally
Examples of how land rent fixes everything

The following are the main news items from the last few months (this is written in November 2005). In every single case, land rent would either solve the problem or make it much better.
Earthquakes, hurricanes, floods, etc. 
Natural disasters hurt the poor the most. Poor countries have poor buildings, poor communication, poor preparation, poor short term responses, poor infrastructure, and so on. If an earthquake or flood hits a rich country, hundreds die. If a “natural” disaster hits a poor country, millions die. It is poverty that kills, not the earthquake or hurricane or flood. Land rent attacks the real problem, poverty
Plane crashes and other man-influenced disasters
Poor countries have the worst safety records. Once again, land rent solves the problem by solving poverty.
AIDS and other diseases 
The same principle as above. The biggest factor in whether you die is your income. The real problem is poverty, 
Political incompetence
Even in rich countries, mistakes are made. Often it appears that the wrong person was in the top job. Either they were not a good leader, or they were in the wrong job, appointed by someone who was not a good leader. As explained elsewhere, land rent gives us better leaders.
The Iraqi constitution
The Iraqi opposition fears that increased autonomy means the oil-rich states can keep wealth instead of sharing it with oil-poor regions. With land rent, the value of all land is, in effect, equalized. So no region has an advantages over another region simply because it sits on an oil field. 
Israel and Palestine
If land rent was applied between Israel and Palestine, Israel would have no economic benefit in occupying the prime land, and Palestinians would find their standard of living raised. With less desire to grab territory and fewer desperate unemployed youths, the Israel-Palestine problem would be solved, or at least improved beyond all recognition.
Secret service scandals
Control of resources decides wars and policies, control of resources decides wealth and poverty, control of resources decides justice and misery, control of resources involves trillions of dollars taken from the poor and given to the rich. That is why land rent, the just allocation of resources is vastly more important than any silly games over who said what. In comparison, the whole existence of the CIA and other secretive organizations is irrelevant and probably counter productive by creating distrust. 
Terrorism
The annual death toll from terrorism (even if we include the one-off event of the twin towers) is much lower than the annual death toll from road accidents, heart disease, gun crime, or a hundred other things. So terrorism should be a lower priority But if we do ant to tackle it, land rent is the answer. Practically all terrorists (including religious terrorists) are motivated by land control. They want land, or they don’t want foreigners controlling their land. With land rent, nobody can control any land without paying the local people a large price in cash. With land rent, al the anger is diffused. How can you be angry at someone who pays you huge sums of money? The religious extremists will still be angry, but they rely on the common people for sympathy. Land rent removes their support. 
Aggressive land grabs
If we have land rent, whoever occupies the land must pay the full market rate for depriving others of its use. Aggressive thugs cannot afford to occupy land, tanks or no tanks.
Tyrants
With land rent, tyrants cannot come to power - all tyrants rely on economic injustice to give them popular support. And with land rent, tyrants are more easily removed (see the page on saving the world for details.)
Murderers and rapists
Whenever a mass murderer is caught, investigations show that there were plenty of warnings that were missed. People ignore the warnings because they know that if they acted on every hint then a lot of innocent people would be falsely suspected. Most important, those people could lose their jobs. But land rent changes the rules. With land rent there are more jobs, so you don’t have to be so afraid of saying no to someone who might be innocent. You can afford to be more cautious, because the economy is stronger. 
Illegal immigrants
With land rent there is no black economy because there is no tax avoidance. There is no problem with allowing in more immigrants, because everyone who uses resources pays their way, and besides, jobs are cheap to create. So the problems associated with illegal immigrants disappear.
And so on.
We could go on and on. It should be clear by now that land rent can make any problem improve. Land rent really is the universal panacea.
Too good to be true?

These may seem like bold claims. But remember that the difference between success and failure is often very small. The difference between survival and starvation is often just a few calories. The difference between war and peace is often just a few votes. The difference between chaos and security is just a little bit more trust. The difference between recession and economic boom is just a few percentage points. Land rent makes just a modest difference, but it makes the difference that counts.
=============

WEBSITES FOR FURTHER RESEARCH ON LAND RENT/JUBILEE

Very good graphical explanations of it.)


http://www.answersanswers.com/landrent.html
http://www.answersanswers.com/land_rent_proof.html#history http://www.answersanswers.com/land_rent_proof.html#proof
VERY basic intro to Jubilee and Land Rent solution (by me, but still a rough version)

1) http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=143801407658342841&ei=Hx1hS__iL5TErAPNgdW3Bg&q=%22land+rent%22&hl=en&view=3#  (Part 1 of a video that explains the land rent system briefly and how to end extreme poverty practically in ~10 years or so all over the world. (note: In one sentence, I mistakenly said that "No natural resources were made by God". VERY BIG MISTAKE. I meant to say "No natural resources were made by people". I will correct this video as soon as possible...but until then remember this correction. Many people from every background agree with this and that the ONLY fair tax is tax on those who use these resources for their private use.)
2) http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=6084974886134357278&ei=wR1hS8r7O5SYqQPikI2KCg&q=%22land+rent%22&hl=en&view=3  (conclusion)

http://www.progress.org/geonomy/ Many useful links such as:

http://www.progress.org/geonomy/Numbers.html (28 examples of land rent in history)
http://www.progress.org/geonomy/Earth.html  (101+ famous thinkers who recommend the land tax) 


http://www.cooperativeindividualism.org/georgism_01.html  (quotes from many famous thinkers on this subject. a long list of quotes on the subject)

http://www.henrygeorge.org/rem0.htm The land rent remedy explained.

http://www.ied.info/books/ed/synopsis.html (This book gives well researched details on how to end poverty in 10 years. Chapter 24 is on the land problem. Also see: http://www.ied.info/books.html 
http://www.landreform.org/reading0.htm Summary of the Biblical basis for this idea, the Jubilee System. 

http://www.earthrights.net/
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2. CHARGING INTEREST IS FORBIDDEN  (govt/personal principle): 

God banned charging interest in the Bible.   Investing is honored in the Bible since it is win-win for both sides.  But, for one person to profit at another’s suffering and tragedy is completely against every principle that the Bible teaches.   Charging interest is one of the biggest ways that the financial stability of the poor is destroyed and their wealth is siphoned off to the rich. Thus God condemned it as an unauthorized redistribution of wealth from the poor to the rich. 
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 “If you lend money to any of my people who are in need, do not charge interest as a money lender would  Exodus 22:25
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 “Those who lend money without charging interest,  and who cannot be bribed to lie about the innocent.  Such people will stand firm forever.”  Psalm 15:5

Now if an entity such as a bank makes profits for example, then it’s right and biblical for it to pay dividends to those who entrusted it with money.  Investing is a valuable aspect of Bible economics and helps money be used much more efficiently. Ecclesiastes 11:2, for example, tells us to “Divide your investments among many places, for you do not know what risks might lie ahead.”  But, for a person to make money when another is suffering is immoral and that’s why it’s forbidden.
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3. CANCEL DEBTS EVERY 7 YEARS (govt./personal principle):  

God made laws that debt must be cancelled every 7 years.  Some people say this is unrealistic.  But, we actually do almost the same thing by allowing people to declare bankruptcy.  There should not be abuse of this on either side.  But, people should not be forced to spend their whole lives as slaves to debt, esp. debts that they got that were not their fault as in the medical bankruptcy cases at the site at the beginning.
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 “At the end of every seventh year you must cancel the debts of everyone who owes you money.” Deuteronomy 15:1-3

Dr. J.W. Smith writes about some powerful reasons to follow the principle of canceling debts and not charging interest:

There are compelling reasons for paying attention to this potential for catastrophe as, every debt crisis in history since Solon of Athens has ended in inflation, bankruptcy or war, and there is no cause to believe we've solved this one, even if it has been postponed.(George, Fate Worse Than Debt, p. 196.)

This is particularly important in our treatment of undeveloped nations since 1 child is dying every 3 seconds solely due to extreme stupid immoral poverty and yet the real truth is this. 

An honest accounting would find the developed world owing the developing world for the destruction of their social wealth, the earlier enslavement of their labor, and the long term underpayment for their labor and resources. (http://www.ied.info/books/ed/debt)

Thus canceling their debts is a way to avoid horrific violence and it’s just basic morality in numerous cases.
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4. FOLLOW FAIR TRADE (govt./personal principle):  

God ordered people to follow principles of fair and honest trade.   According to the UN, unfair trade rules robs the poor in the world of ~$700 billion every year (http://www.oxfam.org/en/campaigns/trade/rigged_rules for more on this.  Also watch the very moving and touching song called “Tell Me Why” by Declan Galbraith about some of the injustices in our world at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_j6IBdHW_rY ).  God considers robbery through trade wicked…one of the strongest possible words of moral condemnation.  God’s principles if applied would stop this literally murderous injustice of unfair trade that has caused millions of deaths.
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Amos 8:4 Hear this, you who trample the needy and do away with the poor of the land… skimping the measure, boosting the price and cheating with dishonest scales, 6 buying the poor with silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, selling even the sweepings with the wheat. 7 Now the Lord has sworn this oath by his own name, the Pride of Israel: “I will never forget the wicked things you have done!”
Fair trade just in terms of the exchange rate between currencies has a tremendous impact on keeping millions if not billions enslaved in something that can only be called economic slavery:

The secret to siphoning away others' wealth is the low-paid labor in the poor nations and high profits and high wages in the rich societies that have dominated global trade for centuries. Arjun Makhijani calculates that, through an imbalance of currency values, equally-productive labor in the world's defeated, dependent nations were paid 20% that of the developed world, a 5-to-1 differential.(Arjun Makhijani, From Global Capitalism to Economic Justice (New York: Apex Press, 1992).)  Later currency collapses in the developing world may have doubled that differential to 10-to-1.
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5. GIVE SOME TITHE TO THE POOR (personal/spiritual principle):  

Tithe in the Bible is to be used partly for the relief of the poor (see the end of Deuteronomy 14).  This is a direct redistribution of wealth to the poor.
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Deuteronomy 22:28 At the end of every three years, bring all the tithes of that year's produce and store it in your towns, 29 so that the Levites (who have no allotment or inheritance of their own) and the foreigners, the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns may come and eat and be satisfied, and so that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 


6. LAZINESS MUST NOT BE SUPPORTED  (personal/govt. principle)

When redistributing wealth the government, MUST not set up a system whereby people can do nothing and have all their needs met.  The Bible condemns giving to people in a way that enables them to be lazy. They must have incentive to work and contribute to society:
“We also gave you the rule that if you don't work, you don't eat.” 2 Thessalonians 3:10
7. SHARE WITH THE POOR/SAVE GLEANINGS FOR THE POOR (personal/spiritual principle):  

God ordered that those with money must lend to those in need and they must do it even if they are in danger of not getting the money.  Sharing with the poor is a spiritual duty. 
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Deut. 15:10 “Give freely without begrudging it, and the LORD your God will bless you in everything you do.” 
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Acts 4:32 All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what they owned was not their own, so they shared everything they had. 33 The apostles testified powerfully to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God’s great blessing was upon them all. 34 There were no needy people among them, because those who owned land or houses would sell them 35 and bring the money to the apostles to give to those in need.


God also ordered the Israelites not to harvest the edges of their fields or harvest a 2nd time. Why?  He said that these parts, the gleanings, should be left for the poor, widows, orphans, etc.  This law and many others were designed so that no one would go hungry.  But, they could not get something for nothing.  They had to work to harvest these things.  So, laziness was not supported.
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 “When you gather the grapes in your vineyard, don’t glean the vines after they are picked. Leave the remaining grapes for the foreigners, orphans, and widows.” Deuteronomy 24:21

There are other economic principles in the Bible including strong implications that a just tax would only amount to about 1/60th of a person’s income while an oppressive tax would be around 10% and many other things.  The 7 principles above are only some of the biblical economic principles that are strongly in favor of redistribution of wealth BOTH by the government and by individuals.  These principles all aim towards the goal of giving every single person in a society the opportunity to use his God given abilities with all starting with a basically equitable position.  Again, this does NOT mean that it’s wrong to get wealthy.  The Bible DOES condemn wealth gained through injustice.  But, in many places it praises wealth as the reward of those who work hard and honor God.  It also states that God gives us the ability to make money. Deuteronomy 8:18 says, “But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth”.  So, free enterprise, investing and things like this are valuable and useful in God’s system if done with honesty.

Modern capitalism is based on the disregard of nearly all of God’s economic principles above as well as being focused almost exclusively on greed and the accumulation of wealth in fewer and fewer hands.  This is precisely why it is causing such destruction around of lives in poor countries as well as the exponential increase of the gap between the rich and poor even in wealthy countries and why it’s getting harder and harder for many people to just make ends meet and survive.  See the videos and other information at www.makepovertyhistory.org to see some of the effects of capitalism in other countries (and there are a lot of nasty effects in developed countries as well).   A Latin proverb puts states, “Poverty is death in another form”, and we are seeing the tragic fulfillment of these words.  Many lives of promise are being snuffed out by poverty in one way or another and it’s a direct consequence of ignoring God’s economic principles. 

Kings (the Israeli govt. administrators) and Ethical Governments Redistribute Wealth

These 7 economic principles above should be enough to prove that the Bible supports redistribution of wealth to help eliminate poverty and give all basically equal opportunities and that this is a better system than anything else.  But, here are a few verses on one more important concept that nails the case closed.  The government at Israel’s time was a monarchy where the king collected the taxes and distributed them to take care of the nation’s business.  The king was the administrator of the government of the time.  So, what is spoken to kings can be taken to apply to other government systems as well including democracy.  We read Jeremiah’s words here:
Jeremiah 22:15 “But a beautiful cedar palace does not make a great king! Your father, Josiah, also had plenty to eat and drink. But he was just and right in all his dealings. That is why God blessed him.16 He gave justice and help to the poor and needy, and everything went well for him. Isn’t that what it means to know me?”, says the Lord. 17 “But you! You have eyes only for greed and dishonesty! You murder the innocent, oppress the poor, and reign ruthlessly.
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Here a godly king is compared to an evil king.  Note that the godly king gave justice AND help to the poor.  Justice is definitely a government function and it’s associated with helping the poor which also must be understood as a government function.  These 2 concepts, justice and helping the needy are both part of a government’s function in the Bible.  And they were not only the responsibility of Israel.  God also expected other nations to help the poor.  If they didn’t, it was sin.  
“Sodom’s sins were pride, gluttony, and laziness, while the poor and needy suffered outside her door.“ Ezekiel 16:49 
“King Nebuchadnezzar, please accept my advice. Stop sinning and do what is right. Break from your wicked past and be merciful to the poor. Perhaps then you will continue to prosper.” Daniel 4:27

Last, Proverbs 29:7 says, “The godly care about the rights of the poor; the wicked don’t care at all.”  The Bible is very clear that this applies to individuals and churches as most agree.  But, it also is very clear that it applies to governments and that godly governments must make significant efforts to take care of the needy.

Mencius, a famous Chinese philosopher, spoke to King Hui of Liang about what happens when governments ignore God’s principles and make profit and capitalism their main aim.  
The King said: "My good man, since you haven't thought one thousand li too far to come and see me, may I presume that you have something with which I can profit my kingdom?"


Mencius said: "Why must you speak of profit? What I have for you is Humanity and Righteousness, and that's all. If you always say 'how can I profit my kingdom?' your top officers will ask, 'how can we profit our clans?' The shih1 and the common people will ask: 'how can we profit ourselves?' Superiors and inferiors will struggle against each other for profit, and the country will be in chaos...But if you put Righteousness last and profit first, no one will be satisfied unless they can grab something."

Have we not seen the many evils that come when profit is made king instead of righteousness and it becomes the #1 goal of people’s lives? 

Why Abortion Should Not Be The Litmus Test For Choosing Leaders
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Many times, I’ve found that I can speak of truths from the Bible, talk about how a candidate is a playboy or foul mouthed or a liar, demonstrates very bad judgment or whatever.  Yet, no matter what I say, it doesn’t seem to matter.  They believe that the only question to ask is whether a person is for or against abortion.  Case closed. (by the way, I’m neither pro-life, nor pro-choice…I’m somewhere in the middle).  They call that voting with “family values” as if people with different perspectives are somehow not concerned about the family. But, there are 2 Mount Everest sized facts that are hardly ever considered:

1)  The fact is that providing guaranteed  health care is the single best way to reduce abortions.  Democrats advocate this. Any Republicans who truly want to reduce abortions should be campaigning full out for guaranteed health care (in one of its forms). Any who don’t support guaranteed health care are not being true to their values.  Even Korea where I have lived had guaranteed public health care in 1987.  Here are some facts on abortion:

“Abortion rates are higher in countries where the procedure is illegal and nearly half of all abortions worldwide are unsafe, with the vast majority in developing countries, a new study concludes. Abortion rates were lowest in Western Europe – 12 per 1,000 – and highest in Eastern Europe – 43 per 1,000. The rate in North America was 19 per 1,000. Sedgh said she and colleagues found a link between higher abortion rates and regions with more restrictive legislation, such as in Latin America and Africa. They also found that 95 to 97 percent of abortions in those regions were unsafe. Sedgh, January 19, 2012.
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2811%2961786-8/fulltext

Dr. Kmiec, a decades long pro-life advocate, states that the best way to reduce abortions is to provide guaranteed health care.

From: http://www.prolifeproobama.com/plpo_abortionfacts.htm
--------------------------

Overturning Roe Vs. Wade Will Not End Abortion in America 

· Overturning Roe Vs. Wade, a long time goal of the pro-life movement, would not end abortion in the United States, it would simply send the decision to the states. 

· If states with more than 45% "pro-life" sentiment chose to outlaw abortion, this would only impact 16 states accounting for 10% of abortions nationwide, or less than 100,000 abortions a year. 

· Women in these 16 states would still be able to travel to seek an abortion in another state, or seek an illegal abortion, making the impact likely less than a 10% reduction in abortions nation-wide. 

· States with the highest abortion rates in the country, like California and New York, would be unlikely to outlaw abortion in their states. 

Source: Catholics United Study "Reducing Abortion in America: Beyond Roe v. Wade"

Studies Show that Economic Support for Women and Families Reduces Abortion

· In a recent study released by Catholics in Alliance for the Common Good finds that social and economic supports such as benefits for pregnant women and mothers and economic assistance to low-income families have contributed significantly to reducing the number of abortions in the United States over the past twenty years. 

· Economic assistance to low income families is correlated with a 20% lower abortion rate. Across the entire United States, this translates into 200,000 fewer abortions. 

· In the 1990s, states with more generous grants to women, infants and children under the age of five as provided by the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC) program had a 37% lower abortion rate. 

· Higher male employment in the 1990s was associated with a 29% lower abortion rate. 

· The abortion rate has declined most rapidly from 1990-1996 when there was an economic boom under President Clinton. While rates have continued to decrease, they have declined less rapidly in recent years when poverty rates have been climbing. 

Source: Joseph Wright and Michael Bailey,  "Reducing Abortion in America : The Effect of Economic and Social Supports" (Catholics in Alliance for the Common Good) and The Guttmacher Institute "An Overview of Abortion in The United States"

Legal Status of Abortion Does Not Necessarily Impact Abortion Rates 

· Nearly half of all abortions in the world are performed in countries that have made abortion illegal. 

· The lowest abortion rates in the world - less than 10 per 1,000 women of reproductive age - are in Europe, where abortion is legal and available. 

· By contrast, in Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean, where abortion law is most restrictive, the regional rates are 29 and 31 per 1,000 women, respectively. 

· These countries are also much poorer than the U.S. and provide fewer social services; and a larger proportion of their population lives in poverty. 

· In Western European countries, in contrast, where more social services are provided and fewer women live in poverty, the abortion rates are consistently the lowest rates in the world. 

----------

2) The Bible doesn't even mention the word “abortion” once. The abortion issue is a complex issue to work through, but most conservatives ignore these facts and others:

A) The Bible tells us not to add or subtract from God’s word (Deuteronomy 4:2, Revelation 22:18)  and 

B) The Bible says NOTHING specific about abortion. It doesn’t have any specific law about it.  In light of the command of God in A, you can NOT just automatically extend “You shall not murder” to fetuses. That is a man made assumption and there is no reason why it could not be extended to sperm and ovum which also are alive and have potential for full human life. But, God didn’t say ANYTHING about abortion being murder.  Thus, you can only say abortion is murder if you base it on man-made assumptions and traditions.  But, these are not commended by God as good foundations for major choices (See Mark 7:6-13 where Jesus condemns the Pharisees for following traditions instead of what God’s word actually says). 

Abortion as a foundation for voting becomes particularly difficult to defend when you realize that God took time to explain 1000s of things in the Bible in detail...including laws on material for clothing, agriculture, when to circumcise babies, hygiene rules, fences on rooftops for safety and all kinds of VERY detailed things...and yet He said not one word about abortion.  Did He "forget"?  I don't think anyone considers that an option.  Did He not know that abortion was widespread in Bible times or that it would be an issue in the future?  No honest person can argue that.  I can't see any biblical reasoning that supports the idea of many Christians that abortion is murder.  Many assumptions, yes.  Biblical reasons, no. The homosexual issue is MUCH clearer in the Bible. God calls this practice an abomination.  But, if God considers abortion murder, why did He mention the lesser evil of homosexuality being evil but say nothing about abortion?  
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In addition to all this, there is the thorny question of which Bible laws should we implement into our modern governments and which were meant for a theocracy where all had agreed to be ruled by God.  Many conservatives are all gungho for the government to enforce what they think are “family issues” and which they assume without evidence that the Bible advocates.  But ironically, when the Bible’s principles speak of government touching their pocket books, somehow they don’t preach those truths quite so vociferously.  Actually they don’t preach them at all.  This is a very unfortunate double standard that is insupportable biblically.
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There are many complex issues in the abortion debate which space doesn’t allow discussing in this article.  There are powerful arguments on both sides.  But, one argument that is quite compelling to me is this.  Numerous research studies show time and time again that children raised in single parent dysfunctional families have exponentially higher rates of a whole range of moral problems:  teenage pregnancy (repeating the cycle), suicide, becoming atheist, anger at organized religion, involvement in gang violence, rape, organized crime, serial rape and serial murder as well as serious educational and relationship deficiencies.  There are exceptions of course…but the statistics are quite one sided.  These make it plain that if you force unprepared mothers to have their babies, you could be unleashing a much larger flood of immorality that will endanger many more lives than if you allowed the abortion.  In addition, the danger is not just to earthly life, but also extremely serious negative influences for eternal lives.  But, I can understand and respect the arguments of those who are pro-life as well and they become much more powerful when the fetus’ brain begins function and the personality developing.  But, when we can’t even take care of the people we DO have on the planet well, what possible good can come from adding more misery and dysfunctional beings to the planet?

But again, the critical issue is that abortion was never mentioned at all in the Bible, let alone as a government law and so, there is no biblical justification for it being used as a litmus test that alone determines how we should vote.  This is especially true when we consider the fact that in stark contrast to abortion, there are literally 1000s of verses that speak in regard to justice, economic rights, equal opportunity, human rights and things like that as moral issues of the highest level and many are clearly government issues in the Bible.  Because God says nothing about abortion but speaks endlessly of different kinds of economic rights and equal opportunity, it seems irrefutable to me that the issues that God speaks about most should be the primary factors to consider when making decisions about government leaders. 

Results Of Redistributing Wealth As God Instructed

As you see above, God not only required redistribution of wealth, His economic system that was enforced by the government (BOTH theocracy and monarchy) used equitable distribution of opportunity as its fundamental foundational principle.  It would be best if our society followed the ideas above such as equitably sharing nature. But, until we do, the ONLY MORAL and CHRISITAN alternative that I can see is redistributing wealth in a way that provides opportunities for personal development and requires them to contribute to the world (this also requires that people have a way to meet their basic needs such as food, housing, education, medical care, etc.). This is the only just thing to do.  

Has following God’s plans of equitable distribution of natural resources worked in history?  Yes, it has in numerous cases.  We’ll look at that more in part 3 in a few weeks.  But for now, read what Confucius said happened in China when they followed this idea (the very ancient Chinese, by the way, worshipped the true God…who they called Shangti and knew many of his principles including some of the principles listed above).  When Confucius was sad about the state of the world he said in reply to a question as to why he was "overcome with sighs":
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When the Great Way prevailed, the world community {natural resources} was equally shared by all. The worthy and able were chosen as office-holders. Mutual confidence was fostered and good neighborliness cultivated. Therefore people did not regard as parents only their own parents, nor did they treat children only their own children. Provision was made for the aged till their death, the adults were given employment, and the young enabled to grow up. Old widows and widowers, the orphaned, the old and childless, as well as the sick and the disabled were all well taken care of. Men had their proper roles and women their homes. While they hated to see wealth lying about on the ground, they did not necessarily keep it for their own use. While they hated not to exert their effort, they did not necessarily devote it to their own ends. Thus evil schemings were repressed, and robbers, thieves and other lawless elements failed to arise, so that outer doors did not have to be shut. This was called the age of Great Harmony (Ta Tung)

...Now the Great Way has fallen into obscurity, . . . Each one separately loves his own parents; each looks upon his own children only as his children. People take the wealth of natural resources and the fruits of their own labors as their own. . . . Castle walls and outer defenses, moats and ditches, are made strong and secure. . . ."
Excerpt only of his full reply. Hsiao, Kung-chuan (trans. F. W. Mote). A History of Chinese Political Thought. Vol. 1: From the Beginnings to the Sixth Century A.D. Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey, 1979, p. 125.

Confucius argued strongly that: "To implement my principle is nothing more than being honest and just."
Those who condemn redistribution of wealth are unaware of the Bible principles in most cases. But violation of God’s economic laws in this area and others causes immense suffering as well as being extremely unjust and hindering many people from their dreams and contributing to societies development.  God over and over and over again emphasized very strongly through many economic laws in the Bible that equal opportunity is a basic standard of justice for Him.  Satan perverted that into demanding equal wealth.  But, God promised that following his principles would end poverty and create prosperity above all other nations in Deuteronomy 15:4 and Deuteronomy 28.  Ellen White, the most translated woman author in the world, stated, 

There are not many, even among educators and statesmen, who comprehend the causes that underlie the present state of society. Those who hold the reins of government are not able to solve the problem of moral corruption, poverty, pauperism, and increasing crime. They are struggling in vain to place business operations on a more secure basis. If men would give more heed to the teaching of God's Word, they would find a solution of the problems that perplex them.--Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 12, 13. {Welfare Ministry 173.3}


If men would do their duty as faithful stewards of their Lord's goods, there would be no cry for bread, none suffering in destitution, none naked and in want. It is the unfaithfulness of men that brings about the state of suffering in which humanity is plunged.{Welfare Ministry 16.3} 

If we follow God’s laws, we can end many of the worst tragedies in the world that destroy lives, hopes and futures.  This is not a fantasy.  It’s reality and has been tested and worked.  There will still be people of different levels of wealth.  But, the extreme and oppressive poverty and other tragedies that we are currently seeing can and will quickly disappear if God’s principles are followed.  I ask you to share this article with many that you know so that individuals, churches and governments will realize that there are ways to solve the problems.  But, we must vote, live and work in accordance with God’s principles that strongly support redistribution of wealth by both the government and by us as individuals.  Remind yourself and those you share this with that as usual, the solutions lie with learning God’s ways and actually following them.

God bless,

Bryan Bissell

13 BIBLICAL ECONOMIC PRINCIPLES & INTELLECTUALS WHO AGREE WITH THEM

Here is a summary of many of the economic principles from the Bible with some brief explanations by me and some quotes by famous thinkers which can solve the problems that perplex the world in a short time (maybe even as little as 10 years according to some).  

This is NOT proposing socialism or communism or capitalism.  It does not at all demand that all people have equal wealth or equal compensation by the state.  It does demand that each person has a somewhat similar amount of God’s resources to work with and then what they do from that point is up to them.  They are not coddled and enabled to be lazy. Neither are they made into slaves of the super rich.  This is something very different that is not being done by any current economic theory (The only one that comes close is “Land Rent” and cooperative democratic capitalism which I will explain in future messages.).

As you read this, remember this quote from Gandhi:  “There is enough in this world for everyone’s need, but NOT everyone’s greed.”  His quote could not be more accurate.  It is directly because of greed and theft of natural rights that billions are suffering today.

GOD’S ECONOMIC PRINCIPLES SUMMARIZED

1. GOD OWNS EVERYTHING, PEOPLE ARE CARETAKERS & STEWARDS OF GOD’S RESOURCES

2. EVERY PERSON HAS A RIGHT TO LAND (and/or natural resources) 
3. JUBILEE SYSTEM (land can’t be permanently sold. It returns to original owners after 49 years, except if it’s in a city. Land and property in cities can be sold permanently.)
4. CHARGING INTEREST IS EVIL (especially to the poor or relatives)

5. CANCEL DEBTS EVERY 7 YEARS
6. TRADE FAIRLY

7. PAY FAIR WAGES

8. CHARGE FAIR TAXES (maximum 1-2%) AND RENT
9. SHARE & BE GENEROUS TO THE POOR 

10. BE INDEPENDENT—DON’T SUPPORT DEPENDENCY

11. GIVE TITHES AND OFFERINGS
12. AFTER TITHE, TAKE CARE OF YOUR FAMILY NEEDS (before sharing)
13. SPIRITUAL LEADERS DESERVE FAIR PAY
============================================================================

1. GOD OWNS EVERYTHING, PEOPLE ARE CARETAKERS & STEWARDS OF GOD’S RESOURCES

============================================================================
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 “The heavens belong to the Lord, but he has given the earth to all humanity.” Psalm 115:16
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Psalms 24:1 The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to him.2 For he laid the earth's foundation on the seas and built it on the ocean depths.
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Psalms 50:10   For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.
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Haggai 2:8 states "The silver is mine, the gold is mine, saith the Lord of Hosts."  
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 Gen 1:28 God blessed them: "Prosper! Reproduce! Fill Earth! Take charge! Be responsible for fish in the sea and birds in the air, for every living thing that moves on the face of Earth."
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 Ecclesiastes 5:9 “9Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is served by the field.”
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 “O our God, we thank you and praise your glorious name! But who am I, and who are my people, that we could give anything to you? Everything we have has come from you, and we give you only what you first gave us! We are here for only a moment, visitors and strangers in the land as our ancestors were before us. Our days on earth are like a passing shadow, gone so soon without a trace.” 1 Chronicles 29:13-15


WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?:  Since God made everything and all people, everything in the world belongs to him.  Since we are all God’s children, every person has a natural right to possess at least some part of God’s land and/or resources.  This will provide them a way to make their livelihood and to be economically self-sufficient. It will also give each person the chance to use their talents and skills to their full potential.  Now many can’t even go to school even though they may be very smart.  The skills and talents of millions are wasted and will never benefit others. But, if their natural right was given to them, most people’s natural abilities and usefulness could be maximized. 
 

Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778), said, "You are undone if you once forget that the fruits of the earth belong to us all, and the earth itself to no one."


"The earth, therefore, and all things therein, are the general property of all mankind from the immediate gift of the Creator." - William Blackstone (1732-1780), British judge.

Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881), Scottish historian who christened economics 뱓he dismal science� asked, "Who can or who could sell us the earth? Actually the earth belongs to these two: the almighty God and all his children who have ever worked on it or who will ever have worked on it or who will ever have to work on it. No generation of men can or could with even the highest solemnity and exertion sell the earth according to any other principle."

Herbert Spencer (1820-1910), British philosopher and more famous than Marx at the time, said, "Equity does not permit property in land... The world is God's bequest to mankind. All men are joint heirs to it."

Max Hirsch (1877-1968), banker, investor, and author, said, "Abolish special privileges and Government interference in industry. Give to all equal natural opportunities, equal rights to the inexhaustible storehouse of Nature and wealth will distribute itself in exact accordance with justice.”


Tom Paine (1737-1809), who authored Common Sense which catalyzed the American Revolution and coined the phrase "the United States of America", wrote, "Men did not make the earth ... it is the value of the improvement only, and not the earth itself, that is individual property... Every proprietor owes to the community a ground rent for the land which he holds... from this ground-rent ... I ... propose ... to create a National Fund, out of which there shall be paid to every person ... (a) sum." (Agrarian Justice, 1795-6)

Voltaire (1694-1778), more than a millennium later in the Age of Enlightenment, had his character Candide say, "The fruits of the earth are a common heritage of all, to which each man has equal right." His colleague, (19) 

The Mennonite church has a very good approach to this idea of stewardship.  It’s at: http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/about/cof/art.21.htm (The Jubilee system mentioned is not at all out of date. Ignoring its principle is a huge factor in poverty today as you will see below): 

We acknowledge that God as Creator is owner of all things. In the Old Testament, the Sabbath year and the Jubilee year were practical expressions of the belief that the land is God's and the people of Israel belong to God (Leviticus 25:23, 42, 55). Jesus, at the beginning of his ministry, announced the year of the Lord's favor, often identified with Jubilee. Through Jesus, the poor heard good news, captives were released, the blind saw, and the oppressed went free(Luke 4:16-21). The first church in Jerusalem put Jubilee into practice by preaching the gospel, healing the sick, and sharing possessions. Other early churches shared financially with those in need.( Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-37; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15)

As stewards of God's earth, we are called to care for the earth and to bring rest and renewal to the land and everything that lives on it (Psalms 24:1; Genesis 1:26-28). As stewards of money and possessions, we are to live simply, practice mutual aid within the church, uphold economic justice, and give generously and cheerfully (Phillipians 4:11-12; 2 Corinthians 8:13-14; James 5:4; 2 Corinthians 9:7). As persons dependent on God's providence, we are not to be anxious about the necessities of life, but to seek first the kingdom of God (Matthew 6:24-33). We cannot be true servants of God and let our lives be ruled by desire for wealth.  

We are called to be stewards in the household of God, set apart for the service of God. We live out now the rest and justice which God has promised (Matthew 11:28-29; Revelation 7:15-17).  The church does this while looking forward to the coming of our Master and the restoration of all things in the new heaven and new earth.  

====================================================

2. EVERY PERSON HAS A RIGHT TO LAND (and/or natural resources)

====================================================
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Leviticus 25:23 "The land shall not be sold permanently, for the land is Mine; for you are strangers and sojourners with Me.” (NKJV) 
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Ezekiel 45:9 “For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: Enough, you princes of Israel! Stop all your violence and oppression and do what is just and right. Quit robbing and cheating my people out of their land! Stop expelling them from their homes!
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Isaiah 5:8 Destruction is certain for you who buy up property so others have no place to live. Your homes are built on great estates so you can be alone in the land.



WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?: As Karl Marx said and many economists agree, almost all wealth comes from land.  There may be a few exceptions, but almost every way to make money depends on land for its operation.  Farms need land to grow crops.  Supermarkets need land to show their products.  Businesses need land for their stores.  Schools and institutes need land to give them a place to teach.  Doctors need land for their hospitals and etc.  Internet is a new phenomenon, but even internet stores need land to store their inventory (such as computers and software), to do research and development, processing and other similar things.  These days, land could be expanded to include oil, coal, airwaves (worth billions), space, atoms/nanotechnology and many other parts of our natural world that were originally created by God and so belong to his children.


QUOTES

Adam Smith (1720-1790), the father of economics, wrote in his classic, The Wealth of Nations, that "Both ground rents and the ordinary rent of land are a species of revenue which the owner, in many cases, enjoys without any care or attention of his own... Ground rents seem, in this respect, a more proper subject of peculiar taxation... Nothing can be more reasonable than that a fund which owes its existence to the good government of the state should be taxed peculiarly."

"Whenever the ownership of the soil is so engrossed by a small part of the community that the far larger part are compelled to pay whatever the few may see fit to exact for the privilege of occupying and cultivating the Earth, there is something very much like slavery." - Horace Greeley


“I slowly came to realize that political democracy cannot flourish under all economic conditions.  Democracy requires an economic system which supports the political ideals of liberty and equality for all.  Men cannot exercise freedom in the political sphere when they are deprived of it in the economic sphere.”  --M Mortimer Adler, a philosopher of politics and economics. 

“The land, the earth, God gave to man for his home, sustenance and support, should never be the possession of any man, corporation, society or unfriendly government, any more than the air or water -- if as much. An individual or company, or enterprise, acquiring land should hold no more than is required for their home and sustenance…, and never more than they have in actual use in the prudent management of their legitimate business, and this much should not be permitted when it creates an exclusive monopoly. All that is not so used should be held for the free use of every family to make homesteads and to hold them so long as they are so occupied….But when slavery is over and settled, men should never rest content while oppression, wrongs and iniquities are enforced against them.”  Abraham Lincoln

“Take the question of over-crowding; the land question in the towns bears on that. It is all very well to produce "Housing of Working class" bills; they will never be effective until you tackle the taxation of land values.” David Lloyd-George

“It is in vain in a country whose great fund is land to hope to lay the public charge on anything else; there at last it will terminate. The merchant (do what you can) will not bear it, the labourer cannot, and therefore the landholder must: and whether he were best to do it by laying it directly where it will at last settle, or by letting it come to him by the sinking of his rents, which when they are fallen, everyone knows they are not easily raised again, let him consider.”  John Locke


“No nation can avoid land reform. All it can do is determine the course it will take: bloody revolution or taxation.”  (meaning taxation of the land)  General Douglas McArthur

Clarence Darrow (1859-1938), lawyer of Scopes Monkey Trial fame, said, "Henry George was one of the real prophets of the world; one of the seers of the world... His was a wonderful mind; he saw a question from every side... When we learn that the value of land belongs to all of us, then we will be free men �no need to legislate to keep men and women from working themselves to death; no need to legislate against the white slave traffic."

=============================================================================
3. JUBILEE SYSTEM (land can’t be permanently sold. It returns to original owners after 49 years, except if it’s in a city. Land and property in cities can be sold permanently.)

=============================================================================
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Leviticus 25:8"In addition, you must count off seven Sabbath years, seven years times seven, adding up to forty-nine years in all. 9Then on the Day of Atonement of the fiftieth year,[1] blow the trumpets loud and long throughout the land. 13In the Year of Jubilee each of you must return to the lands that belonged to your ancestors.  14"When you make an agreement with a neighbor to buy or sell property, you must never take advantage of each other. 18"If you want to live securely in the land, keep my laws and obey my regulations. 23And remember, the land must never be sold on a permanent basis because it really belongs to me. You are only foreigners and tenants living with me.  24"With every sale of land there must be a stipulation that the land can be redeemed at any time. 28But if the original owner cannot afford to redeem it, then it will belong to the new owner until the next Year of Jubilee. In the jubilee year, the land will be returned to the original owner. 29"Anyone who sells a house inside a walled city has the right to redeem it for a full year after its sale. During that time, the seller retains the right to buy it back. 30But if it is not redeemed within a year, then the house within the walled city will become the permanent property of the buyer. It will not be returned to the original owner in the Year of Jubilee.
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 1 Kings 21:  When Ahab demanded that Naboth give him his land, Naboth replied, "The Lord forbid that I should give you the inheritance of my ancestors!" Under the laws of Omri/Baal, this was blasphemy against Baal and the king. Naboth and his heirs were executed and Ahab then took possession of it.  But there was an immediate and severe denunciation of this by the fierce prophet Elijah.  Elijah pronounced God's sentence of death on Ahab, Jezebel and his whole dynasty for this crime:
1 Kings 21:19 “Say to him, 'This is what the LORD says: Have you not murdered a man and seized his property?' Then say to him, 'This is what the LORD says: In the place where dogs licked up Naboth's blood, dogs will lick up your blood-yes, yours!'"

In I Kg 22 and 2 Kg 9.7-10, the prophecy was fulfilled and Ahab’s dynasty was completely destroyed. Land seems to have been quite an important issue to God in this case. So important that through his prophet he pronounced a sentence of death because the King was violating the system of land and property that God had set up.
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2 Kg 8.6. A Shunamite woman whose son had been raised from the dead had been warned by Elisha of a famine and advised to leave the country. She was gone seven years, and when she returned she found that her land had been confiscated. We are not told by whom or on what pretext. It may be that the influence of the laws of Omri made it impossible for her to receive justice in the lower courts. She appealed to the king and the king, influenced by the prophet Elisha, ordered her land to be restored to her together with the revenues for the time she was away. This would indicate that she had not, as Naomi and Elimelich had done, leased her land, but had intended that it should lie fallow. The king's order that she should be given the revenue from the land indicates that this was not a case of someone refusing the right of redemption (a right unique to the laws of the Lord). Had this been a case of redemption, the revenues up to the time of redemption would have belonged to the lease-holder The land had been seized illegally.

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?:  As above, land is the source of wealth.  The extreme poverty systems of today are largely due to monopolies on land.  This Jubilee system would make land monopolies impossible and this would eliminate the majority of poverty.  Pliny the Elder (23-79) wrote that “Land monopoly ruined Rome.” Tiberius Gracchus, a Roman statesman complained: “The private soldiers fight and die to advance the wealth and luxury of the great and they are called masters of the world, while they have not a foot of ground in their possession.”

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826), author of the Declaration of Independence and with Ben Franklin the most inventive and intellectual of the Founding Fathers, wrote, "The earth is given as a common stock for men to labor and to live on... Wherever in any country there are idle lands and unemployed poor, it is clear that the laws of property have been so far extended as to violate natural right. Everyone may have land to labor for himself, if he chooses; or, preferring the exercise of any other industry, may exact for it such compensation as not only to afford a comfortable subsistence, but wherewith to provide for a cessation from labor in old age." (Notes on Virginia, 1791)


Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919), the steel magnate, noted, "The most comfortable, but also the most unproductive way for a capitalist to increase his fortune, is to put all monies in sites and await that point in time when a society, hungering for land, has to pay his price." 

“No human being can live without using land. As long as some people must pay others for the right to use land, there will be poverty. Once all persons have an equal right to use land, poverty cannot exist. Nature is generous, she is the author of love and life, but her gifts must be allowed to flow freely throughout all of society; they must not be held for ransom. If they are, what will flow throughout society will be the opposite of life: pollution, anger, violence, hatred, suffering, confusion, war and death.” Adam Jon Monroe, Jr. Editor of “The Georgist News”


MacArthur,Douglas(1880-1964)

Inspired by Henry George's reform proposals, MacArthur saw to it that during his military governorship of Japan following the Second World War that land rent reform was incorporated in the writing of the Japanese Constitution. The new constitution reversed the portion of agricultural commodities collected as rent between owners (whose portion dropped to one-third of the total), and the tenants farmers who actually did the work (who were then able to retain two-thirds of what they produced).

Read more on this topic at: http://www.landreform.org/reading0.htm and especialy on the Jubilee at:

http://www.landreform.org/wp9.htm
=======================================

4. CHARGING INTEREST IS EVIL (to poor or relatives)

=======================================
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Psalm 15:5 Those who do not charge interest on the money they lend, and who refuse to accept bribes to testify against the innocent. Such people will stand firm forever.
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Leviticus 25:35 If any of your Israelite relatives fall into poverty and cannot support themselves, support them as you would a resident foreigner and allow them to live with you. 36Do not demand an advance or charge interest on the money you lend them. Instead, show your fear of God by letting them live with you as your relatives. 37Remember, do not charge your relatives interest on anything you lend them, whether money or food.
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Nehemiah 5:7 "You are oppressing your own relatives by charging them interest when they borrow money!" …You are selling them back into slavery again. How often must we redeem them?" And they had nothing to say in their defense. 9Then I pressed further, "What you are doing is not right! 
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Exodus 22:21"Do not oppress foreigners in any way. Remember, you yourselves were once foreigners in the land of Egypt.  22"Do not exploit widows or orphans. 23If you do and they cry out to me, then I will surely help them. 24My anger will blaze forth against you, and I will kill you with the sword. Your wives will become widows, and your children will become fatherless. 25"If you lend money to a fellow Hebrew in need, do not be like a money lender, charging interest.


WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?:  The charging of interest is the major way that the rich become richer and the poor become poorer.  It also enables a person to make money by doing nothing which is very likely the reason that the Bible prohibits it. Below are 2 sections: 

1) An article from an Islamic source showing why interest is destructive and 

2) An economics professor showing why interest destroys nations and citizen’s futures and is equivalent to slavery.

From: www.islamvision.org/EvilsofInterest.asp 

“The collection of an extra amount by the lender at a fixed rate on a loan given by him from the debtor is called Interest. There is a big great deal of difference between business and interest. In a business the individual invests money and gains profit in return. But merely investing his capital is not sufficient. 

The person involved in the business venture, be it agriculture or industry, has to work hard day and night even after investing huge sums of money in it. Finally, even after all this monetary risks and hard work there always exists a fear of loss in this venture. 

Contrary to this, in interest dealings, the lender lends his money at a fixed rate of interest and collects a regular profit from the borrower in the form of interest without any physical effort or fear of loss and also irrespective of the economical condition of the borrower. “

In a business transaction the entrepreneur gets a profit only once out of a particular deal, whereas in interest dealing, the lender goes on receiving profit for the money that he had once lent, with an increase in it as time goes by. Islam very strictly prohibits all kinds of interest dealings. The impact of interest on the lender as well as the debtor is highly disastrous. The lender becomes extremely materialistic and wild after his greed for money. 

He does not bother about the consequences of the system of interest on the society. He forgets human relationships and kindness. He becomes wealthy by pushing innumerable people into the darkness of poverty. That is why the Holy Qur'an has compared them to mad and foolish people in Chapter 2, Verse 275. The borrower on the other hand loses whatever goods he possessed with him in the process of repaying the loan and finally ends up paying an amount that is many times more than what was actually loaned to him. 

It is also observed that often, even after the death of the borrower many successive generations come to pass but are still unable to repay the loan taken by their ancestors due this concept of Interest. Interest Free Banking Countering the unjust and unharmonious financial systems, Islam laid down its own economic and financial principals with greater emphasis on interest free banking. 

Islamic banking is not merely a business but also a mission for attaining economic equity. This system will not allow concentration of wealth to take root at any cost. The most prominent feature of the Islamic financial system is that, it forbids the charging of Riba (Interest) on money lent. 

Islamic banking, based on the Qur'anic prohibition of charging interest, has moved from a theoretical concept to embrace more than 100 banks operating in 40 countries with multi-billion dollar deposits worldwide. Islamic banking is widely regarded as the fastest growing sector in the Middle Eastern financial services market. 

Exploding onto the financial scene barely thirty years ago, an estimated $US 70 billion worth of funds are now managed according to Shari'ah (Islamic Law). Deposit and Principles assets held by Islamic banks grew to a whopping 60 billion dollars in 1994 as compared to a meagre 5 billion dollars in 1985.

-------------------------

From: http://www.ied.info/books/ed/debt.html#_Toc35644544 

Third World development has not had serious consideration. Instead, vastly underpriced developing world natural resource commodities and underpaid labor (essentially dictated by IMF/World Bank/GATT/NAFTA/WTO/ MAI/GATS/FTAA structural adjustment policies and unequal currency values) and overpriced developed world manufactures created excessive accumulations of capital in the already wealthy world, which were lent wastefully back to the developing world for purchase of developed world exports (a major share being for arms). This forced the developing world to harvest ever more of their natural resources to pay that debt, which further increased surplus production, which lowered natural resource commodity prices still further, and the process keeps repeating itself. This is the little understood debt trap. Sooner or later the crunch of debt incurred under the massive assault of financial warfare will become unpayable:

A debtor who repeatedly borrows more than the surplus his labor or business enterprise produces will fall further and further behind in his obligations until, sooner or later, the inexorable pressures of compound interest defeat him ... interest [is] usurious when the borrower's rightful share of profit [is] confiscated by the lender.... The creative power of capital [is] reversed and the compounding interest [becomes] destructive. (Greider, Secrets of the Temple , pp. 707, 581-82; Susan George, Fabrizio Sabelli, Faith and Credit (San Francisco: Westview Press, 1994), pp. 80-84, 215.)

Professor Lester Thurow explains:

The fundamental mathematics is clear. To run a trade deficit, a country must borrow from the rest of the world and accumulate international debt. Each year interest must be paid on this accumulated debt. Unless a country is running a trade surplus, it must borrow the funds necessary to make interest payments. Thus the annual amount that must be borrowed gets larger and larger, even if the trade deficit itself does not expand. As debts grow, interest payments grow. As interest payments grow, debt grows. As time passes the rate of debt accumulation speeds up, even if the basic trade deficit remains constant.( Lester Thurow, Head to Head: The Coming Economic Battle Among Japan , Europe , and America (New York: William Morrow, 1992), p. 232.).

The size of a financial warfare debt trap can be controlled to claim all the surplus production of a society and the magic of compound interest assures those unjust debts are unsustainable. developing world debt climbed from $100-billion in 1973 to $1.7-trillion in 1999, to $2.5-trillion by 2003. With resource prices having dropped 60% the past 40 years and still dropping, obviously that debt cannot be paid.

Most of these debts are incurred without the recipient country receiving any lasting benefits. In fact, only about $500-billion of that $2.5-trillion debt was borrowed finance capital; the rest was runaway compound interest (Michael Barratt Brown, Fair Trade (London: Zed Books, 1993), pp. 43, 113.) The situation is comparable to the loathsome form of slavery known as peonage.

In classic peonage, workers, though nominally free and legally free, are held in servitude by the terms of their indenture to their masters. Because their wages are set too low to buy the necessities, the master grants credit but restricts the worker to buying overpriced goods from the master's own store. As a result, each month the peon goes deeper and deeper into debt. For as long as the arrangement lasts, the peon cannot pay off the mounting debt and leave, and must keep on working for the master. Nigeria [and most other Third World countries] shares three crucial characteristics with a heroin-addicted debt-trap peon. First, both debts are unsecured consumer debts, made up of subsistence and spending-spree expenses, and with future income as the only collateral. Second, both loans are pure peonage loans, that is loans made not because of the potential of the project the loan is to be used for, but simply in order to secure legal control over the economic and political behavior of the debtor. Third, the only way made available for getting out of both debts is by getting into more debt.( Chinweiezu, Debt Trap Peonage, Monthly Review (November 1985): pp. 21-36.)

===========================
5. CANCEL DEBTS EVERY 7 YEARS

===========================
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Deuteronomy 15:1 “1At the end of every seven years you must cancel debts. 2 This is how it is to be done: Every creditor shall cancel the loan he has made to his fellow Israelite. He shall not require payment from his fellow Israelite or brother, because the LORD's time for canceling debts has been proclaimed.3 Be careful not to harbor this wicked thought: "The seventh year, the year for canceling debts, is near," so that you do not show ill will toward your needy brother and give him nothing. He may then appeal to the LORD against you, and you will be found guilty of sin.” (NIV) 

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?:  Debts and especially interest cause the rich to get richer and the poor to get poorer very fast.  These extremes cause much instability in society.  Especially since our societies are not giving people their natural economic rights, debts should be cancelled.  In many places burdensome debts destroy people’s futures and they have to spend all their time and energy just in paying off debts.  This severely limits the contributions they can make to society and makes it very difficult or impossible for them to follow their passions and dreams and become a useful and creative contributing citizen. This is why debts should be cancelled every 7 years.

From: http://www.ied.info/books/ed/debt.html#_Toc35644544
There are compelling reasons for paying attention to this potential for catastrophe as, every debt crisis in history since Solon of Athens has ended in inflation, bankruptcy or war, and there is no cause to believe we've solved this one, even if it has been postponed.(George, Fate Worse Than Debt, p. 196.)

As much of this imposed debt can never be paid back, most developing world debt is severely discounted. As of June 1990, Argentina's debt traded at a low of 14.75-cents on the $1 while the average price of all developing world debt was 28-cents on the $1.( CNN News (June 28, 1990); David Felix, “Latin America 's Debt Crisis”, World Policy Journal (Fall 1990): p. 734.) Although it is being traded at a 72% discount, the indebted countries must still pay full price. After the financial collapse on the periphery of empire seven years later, discounts for those debts can only trade at a sharply higher discount.

In the 1800s, the United States defaulted on much of its development debt, as did Latin America and others during the crisis of the Great Depression. American managers-of-state knew their nation became wealthy due to avoiding the monopolization of their economy, and their European cousins eventual sharing their industrial capital and markets. America returned that favor by sharing its wealth after WWII to rebuild the ancestral home of their culture. 

There was no expectation of that shared wealth being repaid. The rational decision, and one that Professor Lester Thurow and others consider the developed world's only choice, would be to also forgive the developing world's unjustly incurred and unpayable debts. (Thurow, Head to Head , p. 215. See also, Gowan, The Global Gamble; Gray, False Dawn (New York: The Free Press, 1998), and Longworth, Global Squeeze.)  The precedent has been set by earlier defaults, by the quickness of decisions to protect trading allies, and an honest accounting would find the developed world owing the developing world for the destruction of their social wealth, the earlier enslavement of their labor, and the long term underpayment for their labor and resources.

Rutherford B. Hayes (19th U.S. President), from his personal diary, year not provided (between 1881-1891) December 4 Sunday. In church it occurred to me that it is time for the public to hear that the giant evil and danger in this country, the danger which transcends all others, is the vast wealth owned or controlled by a few persons. Money is power. In Congress, in state legislatures, in city councils, in the courts, in the political conventions, in the press, in the pulpit, in the circles of the educated and the talented, its influence is growing greater and greater. Excessive wealth in the hands of the few means extreme poverty, ignorance, vice, and wretchedness as the lot of the many

=============
6. TRADE FAIRLY

=============
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Leviticus 19:35 "Do not use dishonest standards when measuring length, weight or quantity. 36Use honest scales and honest weights, an honest ephah and an honest hin. I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt.
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Micah 6:11And how can I tolerate all your merchants who use dishonest scales and weights?
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Amos 8:4 Hear this, you who trample the needy and do away with the poor of the land… skimping the measure, boosting the price and cheating with dishonest scales, 6 buying the poor with silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, selling even the sweepings with the wheat. 

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?:  This should be obvious on an individual level.  Cheating is not right and neither is price gouging and taking advantage of others.  But, consider that it may also apply on an international level (we’ve talked about this before in previous messages).  Unfair trades are a kind of economic warfare that destroys people’s abilities to provide for their basic needs. The tenets of capitalism as practiced now are largely opposed to Biblical economic principles. They emphasize greed and selfishness and getting whatever you can no matter who gets hurt or cheated out of their natural rights.  They work great for those who want to control others and want to legally confiscate the profits of others work for themselves.


From: http://www.ied.info/books/ed/externaltrade.html
The secret to siphoning away others' wealth is the low-paid labor in the poor nations and high profits and high wages in the rich societies that have dominated global trade for centuries. Arjun Makhijani calculates that, through an imbalance of currency values, equally-productive labor in the world's defeated, dependent nations were paid 20% that of the developed world, a 5-to-1 differential.(Arjun Makhijani, From Global Capitalism to Economic Justice (New York: Apex Press, 1992).)  Later currency collapses in the developing world may have doubled that differential to 10-to-1.


Wealth accumulation advantage from unequally-paid but equally-productive labor is not a linear progression, it is exponential. Consider how long the underpaid nation must work to buy one unit of wealth from the high-paid nation and then consider how many units of wealth the high-paid nation can purchase from the underpaid nation with the wages of their equally-productive labor working that same number of hours.

The equally-productive worker in the poorly-paid nation produces a unique widget, is paid $1 an hour, and is producing one widget an hour. The equally-productive worker in the well-paid nation produces another unique widget, is paid $10 an hour, and also produces one widget per hour. Each equally-productive nation likes, and purchases, the other's widgets…The $1 an hour country must work 10 hours to buy one of the widgets of the $10 an hour country but, with the money earned in the same 10 hours, the $10 an hour country can buy 100 of the widgets of the $1 an hour nation. At that 10-times wage differential…there is an exponential 100-times differential in capital accumulation or buying power.

http://www.ied.info/books/ed/freedom.html

Three tenets of capitalism are: pay the lowest possible price, charge all the market will bear, and give nothing to anybody. That is great philosophy for powerbrokers with a subtle monopoly on capital, technology, markets, and military might. It takes no deep thought to realize that these tenets of classical economic philosophy were implanted by an earlier power-structure to maximize its claims to the wealth of others (that feudal residue in our philosophy, laws, and customs).

…French economic students understood that economic theory as taught had no relation to reality and in the fall of 2000 they protested and academic administrators agreed to address what heretofore had been “controversial” subjects. Twenty-seven Ph.D. economic students at the University of Cambridge, UK, signed a similar, but milder, letter of protest in 2001.

=================
7. PAY FAIR WAGES

=================
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James 5:4 “For listen! Hear the cries of the field workers whom you have cheated of their pay. The wages you held back cry out against you. The cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty.”  (see also Malachi 3:5)
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Jeremiah 21:13 "Woe to him who builds his palace by unrighteousness, his upper rooms by injustice,  making his countrymen work for nothing,  not paying them for their labor….17 "your eyes and your heart  are set only on dishonest gain,  on shedding innocent blood  and on oppression and extortion." 

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?: Remember the above quotes on the widgets.  If fair wages are paid, then extreme inequalities will end and so will poverty because everyone will have enough to pay for what they need.  There are several kinds of slavery…and one of them is economic.  If a person doesn’t have economic freedom, then it is very likely that he will be forced or oppressed by someone else.

Leo Tolstoy wrote, “The essence of all slavery consists in taking the produce of another's labor by force. It is immaterial whether this force be founded upon ownership of the slave or ownership of the money that he must get to live.” 
From: http://www.ied.info/books/ed/externaltrade.html#_Toc35644427

As we have learned, in direct trades between countries, wealth accumulation advantage compounds in step with the pay differential for equally-productive labor. If the pay differential is 5, the difference in wealth accumulation advantage is 25-to-1. If the pay differential is 10, the wealth accumulation advantage is 100-to-1…If the pay differential is 60 (the pay differential between Russia and the victorious America [23-cents an hour against $14 an hour]), the wealth accumulation advantage is 3,600-to-1…Place a trader between those two unequally-paid nations to claim all surplus value both through outright underpaying in hard currency or through paying in soft currency and selling in hard currency, capitalize those profits by 10-to-20 times, and you have accumulated capital through capitalized value.11� 

Inequality in pay creates invisible borders that guide the world's wealth to imperial-centers-of-capital. Equal pay for equally-productive labor instantly eliminates those borders and alleviates world poverty. If unequal pay for equally-productive work were reduced to a 50% pay differential (an equally-productive $5-an-hour nation trading with a $10-an-hour nation), the wealth accumulation advantage of the high-paid nation in direct trades with low-paid nations would be reduced to a 4-times advantage. A $3-an-hour labor nation trading with a $4-an-hour labor nation incurs a doubling (1.77 times) of wealth potentially accumulated (or consumed) for the better-paid nation. When all have access to technology and markets and pay is equal for equally-productive work, the wealth retained (and available for accumulation or consumption) by each nation is equal.

==========================================
8. CHARGE FAIR TAXES (maximum 1-2%) AND RENT

==========================================
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Amos 5:11 “You trample the poor and steal what little they have through taxes and unfair rent…14Do what is good and run from evil--that you may live! ”
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Ezekiel 45:8 "My princes will no longer oppress and rob my people; they will assign the rest of the land to the people, giving an allotment to each tribe. 9For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: Enough, you princes of Israel! Stop all your violence and oppression and do what is just and right. Quit robbing and cheating my people out of their land! Stop expelling them from their homes! 10You must use only honest weights and scales, honest dry volume measures, and honest liquid volume measures.[c] 11The homer[d] will be your standard unit for measuring volume. The ephah and the bath[e] will each measure one-tenth of a homer. 12The standard unit for weight will be the silver shekel.[f] One shekel consists of twenty gerahs, and sixty shekels are equal to one mina.[g]

Special Offerings and Celebrations
13"This is the tax you must give to the prince: one bushel of wheat or barley for every sixty[h] you harvest, 14one percent of your olive oil,[i] 15and one sheep for every two hundred in your flocks in Israel. These will be the grain offerings, burnt offerings, and peace offerings that will make atonement for the people who bring them, says the Sovereign LORD. 16All the people of Israel must join the prince in bringing their offerings. 17The prince will be required to provide offerings that are given at the religious festivals, the new moon celebrations, the Sabbath days, and all other similar occasions. He will provide the sin offerings, burnt offerings, grain offerings, drink offerings, and peace offerings to make reconciliation for the people of Israel.
WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?: Unfair taxes can be another way for the rich to oppress the poor and siphon off their wealth.  We often talk about the “pork” in politics. And many taxes go to pay for “pork” political decisions.  Unfair taxation was done in Israel many times and strongly condemned by God.   It was also one reason why America rebelled against Britain and fought for her independence.  In Ezekiel the tax rate of the prince is only about 1-2% and this rate was tied to how much God had blessed each person in the past year.  In addition, a significant proportion of this was to be used in sacrifice and festivals to God.

Charging rent and taxes that are unfair is a kind of theft and makes people unable to pay for their basic necessities.  These 2 ideas have been combined in an idea called “land rent”.  More on this in future sections, but here are a couple quotes on the idea of land rent which is based on the same principles as the Jubilee system and does work in practice to eliminate poverty.
Henry George (1839-1897), author of Progress and Poverty (1879) which outsold every book of its era but the Bible, distinguished between creation and production and urged us to "abolish all taxation save on the value of land."

Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910), who kept a photo of George on his desk and whose dying words to passengers on a train were to tax land alone, told the Russian Czar and the world that "people do not argue with the teachings of George, they simply do not know it. And it is impossible to do otherwise with his teaching, for he who becomes acquainted with it cannot but agree."

The Chinese philosopher Mencius (in 2A:5) wrote this about landrent and taxes that will promote the best economy.  The wisdom from the Bible and China is still the best advice on taxes for governments today. 

"Respect the worthy and employ the capable; put talented people in key positions, then all the shih of the realm will be pleased and will want to be members of your court."

"In the market-places, charge land-rent, but don't tax the goods; or make concise regulations and don't even charge rent. Do this, and all the merchants in the realm will be pleased, and will want to set up shop in your markets."

"At the borders, make inspections but don't charge tariffs, then all the travelers in the realm will be pleased and will want to traverse your highways.

"If the farmers merely have to help each other with the government fields, and do not have to pay an additional tax, then all the farmers in the realm will be pleased, and will want to till your fields.

"If you do not charge fines to the unemployed in your marketplaces, then all the people in the realm will be pleased, and will want to become your subjects."

"If you are really able to put these five points into practice, then the people from the neighboring states will look up to you as a parent. Now, there has never been a case of someone being able to consistently succeed in making children attack their own parents. This being the case, you will have no enemies in the realm. The one who has no enemies in the realm is the vicegerent of Heaven. There is no case of one who attained to this level, and who did not attain to true kingship."

When governments are within their proper limits, they shouldn’t need to have more than 1-2% taxes.  This can easily be provided and more by taxing only those who use natural resources.  No other tax is necessary or fair.  This kind of tax system will enable everyone who is willing to work to take care of their basic needs.  When governments become bloated and corrupted, then you need higher taxes.  But, this is not right or necessary.  It is very possible to operate a nation well according to God’s tax principles. 

===================================

9. SHARE & BE GENEROUS TO THE POOR 

===================================
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Deut. 15:7"But if there are any poor people in your towns…, do not be hard-hearted or tightfisted toward them. 8Instead, be generous and lend them whatever they need. If you refuse to make the loan and the needy person cries out to the LORD, you will be considered guilty of sin. 10Give freely without begrudging it, and the LORD your God will bless you in everything you do. 
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 Leviticus 19:9 ”When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the LORD your God.
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 2 Corinthians 8:11 Now you should carry this project through to completion just as enthusiastically as you began it. Give whatever you can according to what you have. 12If you are really eager to give, it isn't important how much you are able to give. God wants you to give what you have, not what you don't have. 13Of course, I don't mean you should give so much that you suffer from having too little. I only mean that there should be some equality. 14Right now you have plenty and can help them. Then at some other time they can share with you when you need it. In this way, everyone's needs will be met.
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  2 Corinthians 9:6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 12This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 14And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!


WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?:  Emergencies and disasters happen.  People need 2nd chances at becoming independent and self-sufficient.  If they do become self-sufficient, this will benefit the whole community, not just those who are helped.  Sharing with each other, especially the land and it’s resources with everyone working diligently will create something similar to the Age of Great Harmony that Confucius and Mencius in China talked about.


http://www.noogenesis.com/Confucius/harmony.html
When Confucius was sad about the state of the world he said in reply to a question as to why he was "overcome with sighs":  

Confucius' Great Harmony
When the Great Way prevailed, the world community was equally shared by all. The worthy and able were chosen as office-holders. Mutual confidence was fostered and good neighborliness cultivated. Therefore people did not regard as parents only their own parents, nor did they treat children only their own children. Provision was made for the aged till their death, the adults were given employment, and the young enabled to grow up. Old widows and widowers, the orphaned, the old and childless, as well as the sick and the disabled were all well taken care of. Men had their proper roles and women their homes. While they hated to see wealth lying about on the ground, they did not necessarily keep it for their own use. While they hated not to exert their effort, they did not necessarily devote it to their own ends. Thus evil schemings were repressed, and robbers, thieves and other lawless elements failed to arise, so that outer doors did not have to be shut. This was called the age of Great Harmony (Ta Tung)

...Now the Great Way has fallen into obscurity, . . . Each one separately loves his own parents; each looks upon his own children only as his children. People take the wealth of natural resources and the fruits of their own labors as their own. . . . Castle walls and outer defenses, moats and ditches, are made strong and secure. . . ."

Excerpt only of his full reply. Hsiao, Kung-chuan (trans. F. W. Mote). A History of Chinese Political Thought. Vol. 1: From the Beginnings to the Sixth Century A.D. Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey, 1979, p. 125.

Noted Confucius: "To implement my principle is nothing more than being honest and just."
Another Chinese philospher Mencius went to see King Hui of Liang: 

The King said: "My good man, since you haven't thought one thousand li too far to come and see me, may I presume that you have something with which I can profit my kingdom?"

Mencius said: "Why must you speak of profit? What I have for you is Humanity and Righteousness, and that's all. If you always say 'how can I profit my kingdom?' your top officers will ask, 'how can we profit our clans?' The shih1 and the common people will ask: 'how can we profit ourselves?' Superiors and inferiors will struggle against each other for profit, and the country will be in chaos."

"In a kingdom of ten thousand chariots, the murderer of the sovereign is usually from a clan of one thousand chariots. In a thousand-chariot kingdom, the murderer of the sovereign is usually from a clan of one hundred chariots. Now, to have a thousand in ten thousand, or one hundred in a thousand is not really all that much. But if you put Righteousness last and profit first, no one will be satisfied unless they can grab something."

==============================================

10.  BE INDEPENDENT—DON’T SUPPORT DEPENDENCY

==============================================
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2 Thes. 3:10 “Even while we were with you, we gave you this rule: ‘Whoever does not work should not eat.’”
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1 Thessalonians 4:11 Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, 12so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?:  When you create dependency in people, you are making them able to avoid the use of their skills and talents and you are causing them to be a drain on others and very likely the church.  If there are emergencies or unusual situations like orphans or widows or natural disasters, then help in any way possible is critical and necessary.  But, enabling someone to be lazy by getting handouts for free is directly against the Bible principles listed above.  A person who refuses to work should not be given food by those who work diligently.  We are to assist people to become independent and self-sufficient, NEVER dependent on us and our money.

A missionary in Africa, pastor David Wilkinson, stresses self-reliance this way: 
“The Bible teaches that the person who is not willing to work should not eat, he says: ‘If you have 150 people who you feed on a daily basis, and you don't have them lift a finger, you are disobedient to the Bible.’”

============================
11. GIVE TITHES AND OFFERINGS

============================
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Malachi 3:8-12 “10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”
WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?:  This is the recognition that God created everything and is the due that he asks of those who believe in Him and honor Him.  Many great businessmen were and are faithful tithe payers.  Some include: Woolworth, J.C. Penny, Hershey, Rockefeller, Colgate and many others.

New York Times best selling author Robert Allen shared his insights on money live on a radio show, The Mike Litman Show.  There were 7 skills (see them at: http://www.joshhinds.com/mlitman_articles/litman_rallen.html).  

The final skill was “SHARE YOUR MONEY”.  He said, “You've got to share your money. Frankly, for me, I pay my sharing first. Out of every dollar I get in, and out of every net profit that I get in, I pay 10% right off the top. It's the first money that I spend and then I live on the rest and I save the next 10%, then I spend the rest on taxes and shelter and cars and whatever else.”

In Israel, tithe was used mostly for 4 things (the tithe in Israel may have been larger than 10%…with offerings it may have reached up to 25% of their income…but God promised that he would bless them if they followed this):

TITHES USES
1) TO SUPPORT PASTORS & BIBLE WORKERS (and by association evangelistic ministries)
Numbers 18:21: "I give to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as their inheritance in return for the work they do while serving at the Tent of Meeting. 
"The tithe should go to those who labor in word and doctrine, be they men or women."EGW (MS 149, 1899).
"The tithe is sacred, reserved by God for Himself.  It is to be brought into His treasury to be used to sustain the gospel laborers in their work." (GW 226).

2) TITHE IS TO BE EATEN WITH JOY IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD with family and friends and co-workers. (this one surprised me actually)
Deuteronomy 12:17 You must not eat in your own towns the tithe of your grain and new wine and oil, or the firstborn of your herds and flocks, or whatever you have vowed to give, or your freewill offerings or special gifts. 18Instead, you are to eat them in the presence of the LORD your God at the place the LORD your God will choose-you, your sons and daughters, your menservants and maidservants, and the Levites from your towns-and you are to rejoice before the LORD your God in everything you put your hand to. 19 Be careful not to neglect the Levites as long as you live in your land.

Deuteronomy 14 (note: the wine here is most likely fresh grape juice since that was the best wine of the ancient peoples)
22 Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year. 23 Eat the tithe of your grain, new wine and oil, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks in the presence of the LORD your God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name, so that you may learn to revere the LORD your God always. 24 But if that place is too distant and you have been blessed by the LORD your God and cannot carry your tithe (because the place where the LORD will choose to put his Name is so far away), 25 then exchange your tithe for silver, and take the silver with you and go to the place the LORD your God will choose. 26 Use the silver to buy whatever you like: cattle, sheep, wine or other drink, or anything you wish. Then you and your household shall eat there in the presence of the LORD your God and rejoice. 27 And do not neglect the Levites living in your towns, for they have no allotment or inheritance of their own. 

3) 1/3 OF TITHE IS TO BE USED FOR THE POOR & DISADVANTAGED
Deuteronomy 22:28 At the end of every three years, bring all the tithes of that year's produce and store it in your towns, 29 so that the Levites (who have no allotment or inheritance of their own) and the aliens, the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns may come and eat and be satisfied, and so that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 

12 When you have finished setting aside a tenth of all your produce in the third year, the year of the tithe, you shall give it to the Levite, the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that they may eat in your towns and be satisfied. 13 Then say to the LORD your God: "I have removed from my house the sacred portion and have given it to the Levite, the alien, the fatherless and the widow, according to all you commanded. I have not turned aside from your commands nor have I forgotten any of them. 14 I have not eaten any of the sacred portion while I was in mourning, nor have I removed any of it while I was unclean, nor have I offered any of it to the dead. I have obeyed the LORD my God; I have done everything you commanded me. 15 Look down from heaven, your holy dwelling place, and bless your people Israel and the land you have given us as you promised on oath to our forefathers, a land flowing with milk and honey."

4) FESTIVALS ARE SUPPORTED BY THE OFFERINGS TO THE CHURCH AS GOD HAS BLESSED US
Deuteronomy 16
Feast of Weeks 
9 Count off seven weeks from the time you begin to put the sickle to the standing grain. 10 Then celebrate the Feast of Weeks to the LORD your God by giving a freewill offering in proportion to the blessings the LORD your God has given you. 11 And rejoice before the LORD your God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name-you, your sons and daughters, your menservants and maidservants, the Levites in your towns, and the aliens, the fatherless and the widows living among you. 12 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt, and follow carefully these decrees. 

Feast of Tabernacles 
13 Celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days after you have gathered the produce of your threshing floor and your winepress. 14 Be joyful at your Feast-you, your sons and daughters, your menservants and maidservants, and the Levites, the aliens, the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns. 15 For seven days celebrate the Feast to the LORD your God at the place the LORD will choose. For the LORD your God will bless you in all your harvest and in all the work of your hands, and your joy will be complete. 
16 Three times a year all your men must appear before the LORD your God at the place he will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Tabernacles. No man should appear before the LORD empty-handed: 17 Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the LORD your God has blessed you.
So, tithe and offerings are another way to alleviate poverty as well as help people enjoy and celebrate the worship of our creator God who made us.

==========================================================
12. AFTER TITHE, TAKE CARE OF YOUR FAMILY NEEDS (before sharing)

==========================================================
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 1 Corinthians 8:13 Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. 14At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, 15as it is written: "He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little."[b]
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  1 Timothy 5:4But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God. 5The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help. 6But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives. 7Give the people these instructions, too, so that no one may be open to blame. 8If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?: This verse praises mutual sharing…but it also brings out the point that after paying tithe, believers next most important responsibility is to take care of their own families.  It does NOT talk about taking care of wants yet.  That comes much later.  First we should honor God with tithe, then we need to fulfill our responsibility to our families.  After that, we can share with others in need…then later we can pay for our wants and other basic things.

=====================================
13. SPIRITUAL LEADERS DESERVE FAIR PAY

=====================================
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 1 Corinthians 9:3 This is my answer to those who question my authority as an apostle.[b] 4Don't we have the right to live in your homes and share your meals? 5Don't we have the right to bring a Christian wife[c] along with us as the other disciples and the Lord's brothers and Peter[d] do? 6Or is it only Barnabas and I who have to work to support ourselves? 7What soldier has to pay his own expenses? And have you ever heard of a farmer who harvests his crop and doesn't have the right to eat some of it? What shepherd takes care of a flock of sheep and isn't allowed to drink some of the milk? 8And this isn't merely human opinion. Doesn't God's law say the same thing? 9For the law of Moses says, "Do not keep an ox from eating as it treads out the grain."[e] Do you suppose God was thinking only about oxen when he said this? 10 Wasn't he also speaking to us? Of course he was. Just as farm workers who plow fields and thresh the grain expect a share of the harvest, Christian workers should be paid by those they serve.
WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?:  Everyone needs to make money to pay for basic expenses.  Money represents the value of your work and spiritual work is extremely valuable both for this life and for eternity (1 Timothy 4:8) and so it should be rewarded.  A pastor (like a King) must not hoard things and be luxurious.  But, he deserves to be paid decently for his work so that he can support his family.

============

CONCLUSION

============

On the surface, it may appear that this will make people a lot poorer.  But, in reality, when you have everyone’s opportunities and abilities maximized as they would be when everyone has all of their natural and God given economic rights, the benefit to the nation and eventually to each individual in the nation will be exponentially increased.

There is no cause for concern if we follow these principles.

I recently read these things from Ellen White and they are quite eloquent as a conclusion to this topic. Prayerfully read and consider these ideas! 
No one can give place in his own heart and life for the stream of God's blessing to flow to others, without receiving in himself a rich reward. The hillsides and plains that furnish a channel for the mountain streams to reach the sea suffer no loss thereby. That which they give is repaid a hundredfold. For the stream that goes singing on its way leaves behind its gift of verdure and fruitfulness. The grass on its banks is a fresher green, the trees have a richer verdure, the flowers are more abundant. When the earth lies bare and brown under the summer's parching heat, a line of verdure marks the river's course; and the plain that opened her bosom to bear the mountain's treasure to the sea is clothed with freshness and beauty, a witness to the recompense that God's grace imparts to all who give themselves as a channel for its outflow to the world. {MB 81.3}

This is the blessing of those who show mercy to the poor. The prophet Isaiah says, "Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh? Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily. . . . And the Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought: . . . and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not." Isaiah 58:7-11. {MB 82.1}

The work of beneficence is twice blessed. While he that gives to the needy blesses others, he himself is blessed in a still greater degree. The grace of Christ in the soul is developing traits of character that are the opposite of selfishness,--traits that will refine, ennoble, and enrich the life. Acts of kindness performed in secret will bind hearts together, and will draw them closer to the heart of Him from whom every generous impulse springs. The little attentions, the small acts of love and self-sacrifice, that flow out from the life as quietly as the fragrance from a flower--these constitute no small share of the blessings and happiness of life. And it will be found at last that the denial of self for the good and happiness of others, however humble and uncommended here, is recognized in heaven as the token of our union with Him, the King of glory, who was rich, yet for our sake became poor. {MB 82.2}

HOW DID JEWISH RABBIS IMPLEMENT THESE LAWS

This is a list of questions and answers that I received from expert orthodox rabbis in answer to questions about the Jubilee economic system of the Old Testament.  I have been reading and comparing from several sources:

· The Old Testament Jubilee economic system


· A new political theory called “Cooperative Democratic Capitalism” which seems to have many similarities to the Jubilee system (canceling debts, “land rent” which is similar to the Jubilee system in it’s understanding that land belongs to all people, etc.).  A good book on this is at: http://www.ied.info/books/ed/synopsis.html 


· 3 orthodox Jewish rabbis 
--Rabbi P. Waldman from Aish.com <Pwaldman@aish.com> &
--Rabbi N. Silberberg from AskMoses.com mailman@askmoses.com
--Rabbi Lewis Littman 
--RABBIS OF ERETZ HEMDAH (the premier Post-Graduate Institute for training young rabbis)

· Books by Ellen White that explain some how the Jewish system worked and the church in Acts where there was no poverty. Especially Ministry of Healing and quotes like this: “None need fear that their liberality would bring them to want. Obedience to God's commandments would surely result in prosperity. "For this thing," God said, "the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thy works, and in all that thou puttest thine hand unto." "Thou shalt lend unto many nations, but thou shalt not borrow; and thou shalt reign over many nations, but they shall not reign over thee." Deuteronomy 15:10, 6. {MH 187.1}” Some of her writings are start on page 3 of this file.

Hi,

I’ve been reading a lot on the Old Testament laws on economics that G-d gave to Israel and also have a Jewish friend.  From what I’ve read, I’m wondering a couple things.  First, I know that these were the economics principles that G-d gave Israel in order for there to be no poor in the land…as he says in Deuteronomy 15:4-5, “However, there should be no poor among you…if only you fully obey the LORD your G-d…”  I’m interested in learning how to apply these principles in our personal or temple/church lives today.  Here are the principles as I understand them with my connected questions:


1) LAND: Since G-d said, “The land is Mine” and people were just stewards (Leviticus 25:23), all land was supposed to be divided equally and never sold permanently…only sold for a maximum of 49 years (Leviticus 25).

QUESTION:  What happened to all the improvements and buildings and additions that were made to the land.  Were they just all given back to the original owners with the land or was there some kind of compensation given to the one who built everything up.

ASK MOSES ANSWER: The seller would have to compensate the buyer for any improvements made on the lot…. It isn't difficult for the courts to find a professional appraiser who can estimate the value of any improvements done on the lot. (by seller, the rabbi is meaning the man who has taken ownership of the land from the permanent owner…more accurately, this would be the leasee from my understanding of the Bible...the one who has leased it from the original owner would be paid for any improvements that he has made on the land and this would be appraised by an independent appraiser and assessed.)

AISH RABBI ANSWER: It all depended on the original sale agreement.  If there were (common acceptable) improvements that were not agreed upon in the beginning, and the land is worth more, they would come to some agreement whereby expenses or improvements would be paid, whichever is less - (source: Talmud Baba Metzia 101a).

RABBI LEWIS LITTMAN ANSWER: Regarding the Jubilee year, the Torah itself indicates that land could only be sold for a price related to the value of crops in the years remaining to the next Jubilee. In essence, a seller was being compensated for produce which had not yet grown. The text refers only to agricultural land. According to the Torah, land or property in a walled city could be sold in perpetuity. After a year, the seller had no right of redemption. Whether the rules of the Jubilee year were ever actually practiced is unknown.

For a useful discussion of the Jubilee year, you might want to see if there is available to you a copy of "The Torah - A Modern Commentary," edited by W, Gunther Plaut and published by the UAHC. Check pages 940 ff.

RABBIS OF ERETZ HEMDAH: Land that was sold in perpetuity or with no return date reverted to its original owner in the Jubilee year.  The value of whatever improvements were made by the buyer’s remain with the buyers. Code of Maimonides, Laws of the Sabbatical and Jubilee years, ch. 11, para. 2,7-8

2) INTEREST:  Israel was not supposed to charge interest to other Israelis.

QUESTION: If an Israeli lent money to another person to start a business or to make profit, would the lender be able to make some profit…like an investment…or was that banned.

ASK MOSES ANSWER: Yes, you write a document which states that the lender is actually a silent partner in the borrowers business venture, and therefore can take part of the profit.

AISH RABBI ANSWER: As special contract has to be drawn up, stating that they are partners in a business deal, which has chances of loss as well - (source: "Code of Jewish Law" Y.D. 177:2).

RABBIS OF ERETZ HEMDAH: Jews are permitted to loan money, to invest in a business, whether one’s own or another’s, and to receive dividends.  In fact, Jewish law provides a method by which a loan may be converted into an investment under certain circumstances so that the repayment becomes a return of capital and/or dividends.  (All Israeli banks have such specific agreements with their customers.)


3) CANCELLING DEBTS/ LENDING:  Every 7 years debts were supposed to be cancelled (Deut. 15:1-4). People were supposed to lend freely to any who had needs even if it was near the time for canceling debts (Deut. 15:7-11).

QUESTION:  How did they avoid abuses of people asking for money who really didn’t need it and then never paying it back?

ASK MOSES ANSWER: People had to lend wisely. You had to know and trust the borrower. Incidentally, the prohibition is only for the lender to demand the money, but the borrower is still allowed to repay the debt (as a gift...). This was certainly common practice amongst decent people.

AISH RABBI ANSWER: A special contract (called "Pruzbal") was formulated to give all the loan repayment obligations to the rabbinical court, who would in turn repay such last minute loans - (source: Talmud Gittin 34b).

RABBI LEWIS LITTMAN ANSWER: Just a couple of additions. Regarding loans, I did not note in the materials you forwarded to me a discussion of the "prosbul." This was a procedure initiated by Hillel (first century C.E.), which enabled a creditor to assign his claim to the court prior to the Sabbatical year. The court would secure the loan with real property of the borrower, which continued to be surety for a loan after the Sabbatical year. In this way, a claim did not end with the Sabbatical year, debtors were still obligated, and creditors were still protected.

RABBIS OF ERETZ HEMDAH: Although debts were cancelled during the Sabbatical year, Jewish law found a way to prevent abuses by borrowers who refused or delayed payment of their loans.  The Torah prohibits an individual lender from collecting payment after the Sabbatical year.  Provision is made, however, for turning over one’s debts to the court for collection thereby avoiding the prohibition on individual lenders collecting monies owed them.

4) NEW BUSINESSES: A Jewish friend of mine has said that for centuries, Jews have lent money to creative people with ideas for new businesses in their communities.  If the business succeeded, they tried to hire other Jews in the business.  If the business failed the person didn’t have to repay the loan.  He said that they would even lend money a 2nd time if the first business failed.  

QUESTIONS:  Did the investors make a profit if the business succeeded? Did the person repay their debt if the business succeeded? How did the leaders decide who received money?  How were the leaders chosen who decided who got the money?  How was the money received from the community and managed until distributed?  Did they give training/advice to the new business?  What kinds?  

ASK MOSES ANSWER: I've never heard of something of this sort. No normal person would lend hard-earned money without a guarantee that he would receive the money in return.

AISH RABBI ANSWER:  See #2 above.

RABBI LEWIS LITTMAN ANSWER:  Finally, in regard to loans for a business. I can't cite examples, but I can tell you that this relationship falls under the general heading of "Iska," or "limited partnership," where one person provides the capital to another who will actually run the business. The rabbis considered half of the capital thus provided to be a loan, from which the capitalist could derive no benefit. The remaining half was not a loan, and from that the provider shared in any profits or losses. Authorities in various times and places adjusted the percentages, but the principle remained the same - such a source of funding could benefit to at least some degree. The Talmud, Rashi's commentaries, and Maimonides Mishne Torah all deal with this subject.

An excellent text on all such matters, though I suspect it is out of print, is "The Spirit of Jewish Law," by George Horowitz, New York, Central Book Company, 1963.

RABBIS OF ERETZ HEMDAH: Since throughout history Jews have been discriminated against and denied access to the larger society’s commercial institutions, Jews have established their own business networks, using the provisions for investment described above.  Many communities maintained an interest free loan fund, and some still do.  Such funds are generally overseen by a committee selected from the community itself.  Since Jews were denied entry to medieval guilds and subsequently discriminated against in employment, Jews tended to employ other Jews, both as a means of support for each other and the unavailability of non-Jewish employees.


5) SHARING POSSESSIONS:  Did Jews ever share possessions like the early Christian church?  If so, how?  Was it by putting all possessions in a common place? By chance?  By listing all members possessions?  Was anything excluded from community ownership?  

ASK MOSES ANSWER: Other than the various tithes and gifts to the poor, Judaism never sanctioned universally shared property.

AISH RABBI ANSWER:  Land was divided by tribes, and partnerships were common - (source: Joshua).

RABBIS OF ERETZ HEMDAH: Jews never had a system of communal sharing of property as did the Early Church.  In modern times the kibbutzim (communal farms) in pre- and post-statehood Israel did adopt a system of shared property.  As time goes on more and more kibbutzim are limiting which property is shared and are moving to private ownership of many items previously held by the kibbutz.   


6) Also, what are the best ways that we could apply these to a community setting such as a synogogue, church, etc.

ASK MOSES ANSWER: I don't see how any of the above laws can be applied to a house of worship – other than perhaps establishing a fund which would lend money to people in need interest-free.

others didn’t answer…
WHAT CAN THE CHURCH DO

The Bible's instructions on economics were not only for theocracies. This is a very common misunderstanding of the Bible and is not that much different from Christians who say we can't worship on Saturday because times have changed and that was an old Jewish law that is not relevant for us today. It is what the supporters of capitalism often say when they realize that capitalism is not biblical and yet don't want to follow God's way. 
The fact is that Israel continued following them long after they changed from a theocracy to a monarchy as is proven by the case of Naboth's vineyard which Ahab took over illegally and Elijah condemned because Ahab was violating the economic laws of Jubilee and other things. More importantly, God demanded that even pagan nations and govts. take care of their poor and ensure a basic quality of life for them. If they didn't, they were condemned as wicked. 
The government at Israel’s time was a monarchy where the king collected the taxes and distributed them to take care of the nation’s business. The king was the administrator of the government of the time. So, what is spoken to kings can be taken to apply to other government systems as well including democracy. We read Jeremiah’s words here:
Jeremiah 22:15 “But a beautiful cedar palace does not make a great king! Your father, Josiah, also had plenty to eat and drink. But he was just and right in all his dealings. That is why God blessed him.16 He gave justice and help to the poor and needy, and everything went well for him. Isn’t that what it means to know me?”, says the Lord. 17 “But you! You have eyes only for greed and dishonesty! You murder the innocent, oppress the poor, and reign ruthlessly.
Here a godly king is compared to an evil king. Note that the godly king gave justice AND help to the poor. Justice is definitely a government function and it’s associated with helping the poor which also must be understood as a government function. These 2 concepts, justice and helping the needy are both part of a government’s function in the Bible. And they were not only the responsibility of Israel. God also expected other nations to help the poor. If they didn’t, it was sin. 
“Sodom’s sins were pride, gluttony, and laziness, while the poor and needy suffered outside her door.“ Ezekiel 16:49 
“King Nebuchadnezzar, please accept my advice. Stop sinning and do what is right. Break from your wicked past and be merciful to the poor. Perhaps then you will continue to prosper.” Daniel 4:27

Last, Proverbs 29:7 says, “The godly care about the rights of the poor; the wicked don’t care at all.” 
The Bible is very clear that this applies to individuals and churches as most agree. But, it also is very clear that it applies to governments and that godly governments must make significant efforts to take care of the needy.
I don't know if we have enough time for a Christian economic order, but I'll tell you that it would be very easy to implement compared to any other ideas and a far more effective solution. It has already been done in some cities, states and countries and proven extremely effective. You can read one of my files on this at:
http://www.eslmission.org/resources.php?id=5 (see file #17, part 2a especially. File #2 is a book that I'm slowly putting together on this topic. There are 3 goals that I have in doing this:
1) Maybe some cities, states or nations will change to follow Jubilee/Land Rent. If they do, lives will be saved and have more opportunity to hear the gospel and live for eternity. If even a few places do so anywhere in the world, it will be worth it.
2) To show people that God's ways and wisdom is far better than man's wisdom, even in the modern world as a witness to the value of the Bible.
3) To convince church members to implement the Bible economic policies that apply to churches that EGW has stated in many places so our evangelism is more important. One part of this is to convince Christians that massive economic injustice is being done to many people in all countries and that it's not just charity to give to those who are suffering, it's a basic duty and it is wicked not to do so as the Bible and EGW say many places. 

Here are some of the ideas and ways that I'm wanting to implement these ideas in churches...these are still sort of rough...but you can get some ideas from this:

The church is already doing a lot to help the poor and hungry around the world…so this will focus more on what the church itself can do to increase its financial power and ability to make an even greater difference in the lives of the poor.

1) PRINCIPLE: Adopt as a church something like the principle that the Mennonite church has at: http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/about/cof/art.21.htm) I don’t agree of course with their idea of stewardship of time on Sunday instead of Saturday in the first part, but this part is very Biblical): 

We acknowledge that God as Creator is owner of all things. In the Old Testament, the Sabbath year and the Jubilee year were practical expressions of the belief that the land is God's and the people of Israel belong to God(Leviticus 25:23, 42, 55). Jesus, at the beginning of his ministry, announced the year of the Lord's favor, often identified with Jubilee. Through Jesus, the poor heard good news, captives were released, the blind saw, and the oppressed went free(Luke 4:16-21). The first church in Jerusalem put Jubilee into practice by preaching the gospel, healing the sick, and sharing possessions. Other early churches shared financially with those in need.( Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-37; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15)

As stewards of God's earth, we are called to care for the earth and to bring rest and renewal to the land and everything that lives on it(Psalms 24:1; Genesis 1:26-28). As stewards of money and possessions, we are to live simply, practice mutual aid within the church, uphold economic justice, and give generously and cheerfully(Phillipians 4:11-12; 2 Corinthians 8:13-14; James 5:4; 2 Corinthians 9:7). As persons dependent on God's providence, we are not to be anxious about the necessities of life, but to seek first the kingdom of God(Matthew 6:24-33). We cannot be true servants of God and let our lives be ruled by desire for wealth.  

We are called to be stewards in the household of God, set apart for the service of God. We live out now the rest and justice which God has promised(Matthew 11:28-29; Revelation 7:15-17).  The church does this while looking forward to the coming of our Master and the restoration of all things in the new heaven and new earth.  


2) STEWARDSHIP TRAINING: Help believers understand principles of Christian stewardship, sacrifice, budgeting, etc.  Teach people how to think about what they want vs. what they really need...This should be part of the core classes taught to all new believers (see "Purpose Driven Church" for other aspects of the core classes).  Teach people the fact that ALL wealth comes from land and the resources of nature.  Therefore all wealth derives from God and should be used for his glory and purposes.  We are just stewards.


3) PRO-INDEPENDENCE Through ADRA, education, health ministries, and other agencies of the church continue and increase our emphasis on helping people to become independent under the Lordship of Jesus. 


4) SHARE BIBLICAL ECONOMICS PRINCIPLES WITH GOVT. LEADERS:  Try to show the leaders the source of their economic problems so they can do something that will recognize the rights of all to the land and it’s natural resources…


5) ENCOURAGE CHRISTIAN BUSINESSES & GIVE NO INTEREST LOANS: Follow the Jewish principle of believers setting up diligent young Christian men (and women) in their own businesses without the risk of huge debts if they failed.  The community can give no-interest loans to members with ideas that have potential.  In the Jewish system it seems that if a person failed, he was not required to repay the loan. But, if it succeeded, then the debt would be repaid and fellow believers would be hired and some profits would be invested in the community fund to help other businesses get a start. Christians could follow a similar pattern (This of course would have to be done with proposals that have a good chance of success and with business advice from experienced people in the church and probably wise to do it with lawyers since even in the church some people lack integrity).  This would provide more jobs and finances for God's work to progress.


6) BUSINESS TRAINING & PROFIT-SHARING:  People would be taught to run their businesses according to Christian principles and utilize ideas like profit sharing and workers making many decisions like Robert Owen and the Mondragon co-ops and a number of the largest and most successful companies in the world.


7) LAND RENT: Try to encourage the ideas of land rent tax in our cities (land rent is something that is very similar to the Jubilee land system and has worked in places like Taiwan, Hong Kong, Japan, California to name just a few)...more on this later...but it really improves the economy whereever it's tried.  Show that other forms of tax are unjust and a form of robbery (which we should submit to, but we can still try to change since it is against the laws of nature for someone to take a part of that which is produced.  Only things of nature that people borrow from society should be taxed for the good of the community...things like land, forests, oil, etc.)  I'll send you an explanation of this later...but it's a principles that hundreds of philosophers and politicians east and west, christian and atheist, ancient and modern support as the only logical tax system and it has striking similarities to the Bible's Jubilee system and accomplishes nearly the same principle of fairly equal distribution of land and wealth, but not by force...rather by choice.


8) JOBS FOR NEW BELIEVERS:  Ellen White writes that the Church should support new believers who sacrifice their jobs to follow Christ.  The church needs to do its best to make sure these people can support themselves as they decide to follow God’s truth.

Help for New Converts out of Employment.--In our benevolent work special help should be given to those who, through the presentation of the truth, are convicted and converted. We must have a care for those who have the moral courage to accept the truth, who lose their situations in consequence, and are refused work by which to support their families. Provision should be made to aid the worthy poor and to furnish employment for those who love God and keep His commandments. They should not be left without help, to feel that they are forced to work on the Sabbath or starve. Those who take their position on the Lord's side are to see in Seventh-day Adventists a warmhearted, self-denying, self-sacrificing people, who cheerfully and gladly minister to their brethren in need. It is of this class especially that the Lord speaks when He says: "Bring the poor that are cast out to thy house." Isaiah 58:7.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 85. {WM 184.1} 


9) DON’T ENCOURAGE LAZINESS
Some know nothing of denying self and economizing to keep out of debt and to get a little ahead for a time of need. If the church should help such individuals instead of leaving them to rely upon their own resources, it would injure them in the end, for they look to the church and expect to receive help from them and do not practice self-denial and economy when they are well provided for. And if they do not receive help every time, Satan tempts them, and they become jealous and very conscientious for their brethren, fearing they will fail to do all their duty to them. The mistake is on their own part. They are deceived. They are not the Lord's poor. {WM 185.3}

When you expend money consider, "Am I encouraging prodigality?" When you give to the poor and wretched consider, "Am I helping them, or hurting them?" . . . {WM 187.3}

10) SHARING AGENCIES:  Make ministries in local churches and nationally where people can share their needs with other believers and those who can fill them can be matched together.  They may be in tools or training or whatever... This would save believers HUGE amounts of money.


11) SUSTAIN THE POOR:  Use money wisely to help widows, orphans, the hungry and others who are destitute to take care of their basic needs and give them opportunities to improve their lives by diligent effort.


12) SELLING EXTRA LAND AND POSSESSIONS:  Encourage Christians who are wealthy to sell lands and extra houses that are not productive or to let church members use them until they make them productive or sell them.


13) PAY OFF BELIEVERS DEBTS:  This one is questionable…but I think it has a lot of value.  I don’t know if this should be limited or not…but there was no poverty among the early believers.  Maybe we as a church should help pay off the debts of other believers? Not any debts probably..but need debts such as education and housing… If we can help everyone to be independent economically it would be a great burden off of those who are in the church…it would require unselfishness…etc.  but over a longer period of time it might make everyone independent financially and able to pursue their dreams of how to serve God without the terrible pressure of debt.  Again, those who participate this would have to be meeting the Bible principle of working diligently or not eating.  But, I think this has potential if done wisely and accurately.  If we as believers are part of the same family…then like blood families that support the weakest and the young, we also should do that and maybe this extends to freeing people from the bondage of debt through teaching them principles of stewardship and financial help as well.  Freeing everyone to follow God’s dreams for them would seem to have an almost inevitable positive effect on the church…


14) USE CHURCH LANDS/RESOURCES TO HELP PEOPLE BECOME INDEPENDENT:  Tony Campolo says that most churches are some of the most wasteful buildings that are used mostly once or twice a week for a few hours.  Why not make them places to help people start on the road to independence.  In his church they have started several small businesses for poor church members: moving van services and copier replacement services among others.


15) CANCEL DEBTS: If a person is working and diligent, but has debts, all should help to pay them off (But, if a person is lazy and doesn't work, not even food should be donated to help him according to the Bible). If it is to a Christian who doesn't have urgent need for money, cancelling the debt should be considered so as to help the person be free and independent economically as soon as possible.


16) BUY FROM EACH OTHER: Encourage people to buy from believer's businesses if possible.


17) PROVIDE LAND FOR POOR FAMILIES
Where the school is established [in Australia] there must be land for orchards and gardens, that students may have physical exercise combined with mental taxation, and half and some wholly pay their way at school. Also ground must be purchased, that families that cannot obtain work in the cities because of the observance of the Sabbath may buy small farms and make their own living. This is a positive necessity in this country. Education must be given in regard to tilling the soil, and we must expect that the Lord will bless this effort. --Manuscript 23, 1894. {WM 184.2}


These are some practical things I think that could be done to implement the acts or principles of the Bible in OT and Acts times.  I'm still looking for more examples of churches who are practicing this and more ways to implement the Bible practices in through churches, but think that the ones that began doing it will experience great blessings...

PART 2B: Does the Bible Support Redistribution of Wealth? (many extra details)
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In the last e-mail, I quoted many great leaders of America who stated that one of the biggest dangers to democracy is concentration of wealth.  There are many reasons for that besides influencing who gets elected for public office.  When wealth is concentrated as inevitably happens under capitalism and other systems, instability is the inevitable result. When significant portions of the population do not have opportunities for education, owning natural resources, chances to follow their dreams, adequate food, etc. dissatisfaction becomes rampant and this can ruin a civilization. It did in Rome.  Pliny the elder wrote: "Land monopoly ruined Rome."   It has happened to many civilizations.

PLEASE watch some of the videos at this site of real tragedies happening to real people.  These are not just anecdotes either.  600,000 people went bankrupt because of medical bankruptcies. http://assets.aarp.org/www.aarp.org_/dividedwefail/?v=Gen_Anderson
Republicans for a long time have just said that the governments response should be, ”Tough cookies.  You’re on your own and boy am I glad I’m not you. Go out in the free market and see what kind of deal you can find for yourself. We’re not responsible and the government shouldn’t tax us to help you in your tragedy.  That’s life and it’s unfair.  Get used to it and stop being a crybaby. ”  

This is cold, cruel, unfeeling and most of all wholly unbiblical.  When we ignore the tragedies of others as in the above cases, we are engaging in one of the most insane wastes imaginable…the waste of human lives that could be contributing to our society.  But solely because of misfortune, many people’s entire lives and hopes are ruined and WE ALL are the losers because of it.  It may be:

A) A potential Einstein who couldn’t get the education he needed to make important contributions to science or 

B) A woman with potential to revolutionize education who was burdened by poverty or was a single mother or whatever or

C) A man who got an illness that wiped out his savings to start a new business and put him into debt for decades or

D) A child who has a disease that will kill her if she doesn’t have the money for lifesaving surgery.

E) A family whose finances are devastated for decades by an unfortunate disease that hits their child.

These are just a few of the numerous cases where injustice has happened and if we claim to be moral citizens that have a moral government, we cannot allow these problems to go unsolved. If we do, WE will be the ones hurt in the end because we are disregarding God’s clear principles on the subject and people seem to have an innate sense of injustice when God’s laws are being violated. Sometimes it pushes them into crimes, terrorism and even into starting wars.  It is no accident that this century under capitalism has seen more deaths from wars than in the entire history of the world combined.  

Let’s leave what humans say and argue about and see what God says about redistribution of wealth. Is this a Biblical or anti-biblical concept?  As a foundation, this is the goal of God’s economic plan:

“There should be no poor among you, for the Lord your God will greatly bless you in the land he is giving you as a special possession.  You will receive this blessing if you are careful to obey all the commands of the Lord your God that I am giving you today.  The Lord your God will bless you as he has promised. You will lend money to many nations but will never need to borrow. You will rule many nations, but they will not rule over you.” Deuteronomy 15:4-6
Deuteronomy 28 is filled with promises of prosperity if we follow God’s laws:

“11The Lord will give you prosperity in the land he swore to your ancestors to give you, blessing you with many children, numerous livestock, and abundant crops. 12 The Lord will send rain at the proper time from his rich treasury in the heavens and will bless all the work you do. You will lend to many nations, but you will never need to borrow from them. 13 If you listen to these commands of the Lord your God that I am giving you today, and if you carefully obey them, the Lord will make you the head and not the tail, and you will always be on top and never at the bottom. 14 You must not turn away from any of the commands I am giving you today, nor follow after other gods and worship them.
What economic commands was God talking about?  There are many.  But, we’ll just look at 7 Biblical concepts listed below (there are at least 15 that I know of and many more details can be provided if needed). We’ll start with the simple ones and then get to the more complex ones.

1. CHARGING INTEREST IS FORBIDDEN (personal/govt. principle)

· “You must not mistreat or oppress foreigners in any way. Remember, you yourselves were once foreigners in the land of Egypt. “You must not exploit a widow or an orphan.  If you exploit them in any way and they cry out to me, then I will certainly hear their cry.  My anger will blaze against you, and I will kill you with the sword. Then your wives will be widows and your children fatherless.  “If you lend money to any of my people who are in need, do not charge interest as a money lender would  Exodus 22:21-25

· “Those who lend money without charging interest,  and who cannot be bribed to lie about the innocent.  Such people will stand firm forever.”  Psalm 15:5

· “Income from charging high interest rates will end up in the pocket of someone who is kind to the poor.”  Proverbs 28:8

· “5 Suppose a certain man is righteous and does what is just and right…7 He is a merciful creditor, not keeping the items given as security by poor debtors. He does not rob the poor but instead gives food to the hungry and provides clothes for the needy. 8 He grants loans without interest, stays away from injustice, is honest and fair when judging others, 9 and faithfully obeys my decrees and regulations. Anyone who does these things is just and will surely live, says the Sovereign Lord.” Ezekiel 18

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?  The Bible advises and promotes investing where both lender and borrower profit since it is win-win for both sides.  But, it condemns interest since one Party can benefit while the other suffers.  Why does the Bible condemn interest as evil?  Well, as in many cases, the Bible doesn’t explain all details but asks us to have faith.  But, from history, we know that interest: 

1) Helps the rich to siphon off the wealth of the poor without doing any work and is an unauthorized redistribution of wealth from the poor to the rich.
2) Removes the incentive for the rich to be concerned about how the money is being used

3) It is one of the most effective ways to enslave those who most need economic assistance.  It can ruin entire generations economically very easily and does so to MANY millions of people in our world today.  They are slaves in every essence of the word due to unjust debt and interest.  Developing world countries have borrowed around $500-billion in the last decades.  Due to interest, that debt is now $2.5-trillion and keeping billions in permanent economic slavery. (Michael Barratt Brown, Fair Trade (London: Zed Books, 1993), pp. 43, 113.). Similar things have happened to the poor and even middle class in America and other developed countries. 

A debtor who repeatedly borrows more than the surplus his labor or business enterprise produces will fall further and further behind in his obligations until, sooner or later, the inexorable pressures of compound interest defeat him ... interest [is] usurious when the borrower's rightful share of profit [is] confiscated by the lender.... The creative power of capital [is] reversed and the compounding interest [becomes] destructive. (Greider, Secrets of the Temple , pp. 707, 581-82; Susan George, Fabrizio Sabelli, Faith and Credit (San Francisco: Westview Press, 1994), pp. 80-84, 215.)
From: http://www.ied.info/books/ed/debt.html#_Toc35644544 

Is it possible to do this in our modern world?  Interestingly, the Qu’ran also condemns charging interest as evil and exploitative and some Islamic banks follow their Qu’ran better than any Christian led banks follow their Bible.

“Islamic banking is not merely a business but also a mission for attaining economic equity. This system will not allow concentration of wealth to take root at any cost. The most prominent feature of the Islamic financial system is that, it forbids the charging of Riba (Interest) on money lent. 

Islamic banking, based on the Qur'anic prohibition of charging interest, has moved from a theoretical concept to embrace more than 100 banks operating in 40 countries with multi-billion dollar deposits worldwide. Islamic banking is widely regarded as the fastest growing sector in the Middle Eastern financial services market.”

From: www.islamvision.org/EvilsofInterest.asp 

NOTE: The Bible does allow charging interest to foreigners. But the only foreigners near Israel for centuries were the ones that had gone beyond God’s mercy.  God planned to let those nations exist only until Israel could be strong enough to take over the land and demonstrate God’s far better way. So, charging interest can be seen as a way to punish them for their rejection of truth.

2. CANCEL DEBTS EVERY 7 YEARS (personal/govt. principle)

VERSE: “At the end of every seventh year you must cancel the debts of everyone who owes you money. This is how it must be done. Everyone must cancel the loans they have made to their fellow Israelites. They must not demand payment from their neighbors or relatives, for the Lord’s time of release has arrived. This release from debt, however, applies only to your fellow Israelites—not to the foreigners living among you.” Deuteronomy 15:1-3

REASON:  Debts and especially interest on debts cause the rich to get richer and the poor to get poorer very fast.  These extremes cause much instability in society.  Since our societies are not giving people their natural economic rights, this canceling of debts is even more critical.  In many places burdensome debts destroy people’s futures and they have to spend all their time and energy just in paying off debts.  This severely limits the contributions they can make to society and makes it very difficult or impossible for them to follow their passions and dreams and become a useful and creative contributing citizen. This is why debts should be cancelled every 7 years.  This sounds unrealistic to us.  But, we actually do something similar by allowing people to declare bankruptcy.  In addition, America refused to pay her debt as a country in the 1800s…just unilaterally wrote it off.  There should not be abuse of this on either side.  But, people should not be forced to spend their whole lives as slaves to debt, esp. debts that they got that were not their fault.


Dr. J.W. Smith writes about some powerful reasons why this biblical principle is wise:

There are compelling reasons for paying attention to this potential for catastrophe as, every debt crisis in history since Solon of Athens has ended in inflation, bankruptcy or war, and there is no cause to believe we've solved this one, even if it has been postponed.(George, Fate Worse Than Debt, p. 196.)

Also, this is very interesting:

In the 1800s, the United States defaulted on much of its development debt, as did Latin America and others during the crisis of the Great Depression. American managers-of-state knew their nation became wealthy due to avoiding the monopolization of their economy, and their European cousins eventual sharing their industrial capital and markets. America returned that favor by sharing its wealth after WWII to rebuild the ancestral home of their culture. 

There was no expectation of that shared wealth being repaid. The rational decision, and one that Professor Lester Thurow and others consider the developed world's only choice, would be to also forgive the developing world's unjustly incurred and unpayable debts. (Thurow, Head to Head , p. 215. See also, Gowan, The Global Gamble; Gray, False Dawn (New York: The Free Press, 1998), and Longworth, Global Squeeze.)  The precedent has been set by earlier defaults, by the quickness of decisions to protect trading allies, and an honest accounting would find the developed world owing the developing world for the destruction of their social wealth, the earlier enslavement of their labor, and the long term underpayment for their labor and resources.
From: http://www.ied.info/books/ed/debt, From: http://www.ied.info/books/ed/debt.html#_Toc35644544 
3. GIVE SOME TITHE TO THE POOR (personal/spiritual principle):  

Tithe in the Bible is to be used partly for the relief of the poor (see the end of Deuteronomy 14).  This is a direct redistribution of wealth to the poor.
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Malachi 3:8-12 “10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?:  This is the recognition that God created everything and is the due that he asks of those who believe in Him and honor Him.  Many great businessmen were and are faithful tithe payers.  Some include: Woolworth, J.C. Penny, Hershey, Rockefeller, Colgate and many others and God has blessed as he promised. In Israel, tithe was used mostly for 4 things (with offerings it sometimes made up 25% or more of their income…but God promised that he would bless them if they followed this and He did when they did):

How was tithe to be used in the Bible?  Here are the basics:

5) TO SUPPORT PASTORS & BIBLE WORKERS (and by association evangelistic ministries)
Numbers 18:21: "I give to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as their inheritance in return for the work they do while serving at the Tent of Meeting. 
"The tithe should go to those who labor in word and doctrine, be they men or women."EGW (MS 149, 1899).
"The tithe is sacred, reserved by God for Himself.  It is to be brought into His treasury to be used to sustain the gospel laborers in their work." (GW 226).

6) TITHE IS TO BE EATEN WITH JOY IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD with family and friends and co-workers. (this one surprised me actually)
Deuteronomy 12:17 You must not eat in your own towns the tithe of your grain and new wine and oil, or the firstborn of your herds and flocks, or whatever you have vowed to give, or your freewill offerings or special gifts. 18Instead, you are to eat them in the presence of the LORD your God at the place the LORD your God will choose-you, your sons and daughters, your menservants and maidservants, and the Levites from your towns-and you are to rejoice before the LORD your God in everything you put your hand to. 19 Be careful not to neglect the Levites as long as you live in your land.

Deuteronomy 14 (note: the wine here is most likely fresh grape juice since that was the best wine of the ancient peoples)
22 Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year. 23 Eat the tithe of your grain, new wine and oil, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks in the presence of the LORD your God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name, so that you may learn to revere the LORD your God always. 24 But if that place is too distant and you have been blessed by the LORD your God and cannot carry your tithe (because the place where the LORD will choose to put his Name is so far away), 25 then exchange your tithe for silver, and take the silver with you and go to the place the LORD your God will choose. 26 Use the silver to buy whatever you like: cattle, sheep, wine or other drink, or anything you wish. Then you and your household shall eat there in the presence of the LORD your God and rejoice. 27 And do not neglect the Levites living in your towns, for they have no allotment or inheritance of their own. 

7) 1/3 OF TITHE IS TO BE USED FOR THE POOR & DISADVANTAGED
Deuteronomy 22:28 At the end of every three years, bring all the tithes of that year's produce and store it in your towns, 29 so that the Levites (who have no allotment or inheritance of their own) and the aliens, the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns may come and eat and be satisfied, and so that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 

12 When you have finished setting aside a tenth of all your produce in the third year, the year of the tithe, you shall give it to the Levite, the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that they may eat in your towns and be satisfied. 13 Then say to the LORD your God: "I have removed from my house the sacred portion and have given it to the Levite, the alien, the fatherless and the widow, according to all you commanded. I have not turned aside from your commands nor have I forgotten any of them. 14 I have not eaten any of the sacred portion while I was in mourning, nor have I removed any of it while I was unclean, nor have I offered any of it to the dead. I have obeyed the LORD my God; I have done everything you commanded me. 15 Look down from heaven, your holy dwelling place, and bless your people Israel and the land you have given us as you promised on oath to our forefathers, a land flowing with milk and honey."

8) FESTIVALS ARE SUPPORTED BY THE OFFERINGS TO THE CHURCH AS GOD HAS BLESSED US
Deuteronomy 16-Feast of Weeks 
9 Count off seven weeks from the time you begin to put the sickle to the standing grain. 10 Then celebrate the Feast of Weeks to the LORD your God by giving a freewill offering in proportion to the blessings the LORD your God has given you. 11 And rejoice before the LORD your God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name-you, your sons and daughters, your menservants and maidservants, the Levites in your towns, and the aliens, the fatherless and the widows living among you. 12 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt, and follow carefully these decrees. 

Feast of Tabernacles 
13 Celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days after you have gathered the produce of your threshing floor and your winepress. 14 Be joyful at your Feast-you, your sons and daughters, your menservants and maidservants, and the Levites, the aliens, the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns. 15 For seven days celebrate the Feast to the LORD your God at the place the LORD will choose. For the LORD your God will bless you in all your harvest and in all the work of your hands, and your joy will be complete. 
16 Three times a year all your men must appear before the LORD your God at the place he will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Tabernacles. No man should appear before the LORD empty-handed: 17 Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the LORD your God has blessed you.
So, in 2, 3 and 4, tithe and offerings are helpful in alleviating poverty as well as helping people enjoy and celebrate the worship of our creator God who made us.

4. LAZINESS MUST NOT BE SUPPORTED (personal/govt. principle)

When redistributing wealth the government, MUST not set up a system whereby people can do nothing and have all their needs met.  The Bible condemns giving to people in a way that enables them to be lazy. They must have incentive to work and contribute to society:
“We also gave you the rule that if you don't work, you don't eat.” 2 Thessalonians 3:10
5. SHARE WITH THE POOR/ LEAVE GLEANINGS FOR THE POOR (personal/spiritual principle):   

God ordered that those with money must lend to those in need and they must do it even if they are in danger of not getting the money back.  Sharing with the poor is a spiritual duty.
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Deut. 15:7"But if there are any poor people in your towns…, do not be hard-hearted or tightfisted toward them. 8Instead, be generous and lend them whatever they need. If you refuse to make the loan and the needy person cries out to the LORD, you will be considered guilty of sin. 10Give freely without begrudging it, and the LORD your God will bless you in everything you do. 
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 Leviticus 19:9 ”When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the LORD your God.
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 2 Corinthians 8:11 Now you should carry this project through to completion just as enthusiastically as you began it. Give whatever you can according to what you have. 12If you are really eager to give, it isn't important how much you are able to give. God wants you to give what you have, not what you don't have. 13Of course, I don't mean you should give so much that you suffer from having too little. I only mean that there should be some equality. 14Right now you have plenty and can help them. Then at some other time they can share with you when you need it. In this way, everyone's needs will be met.
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  2 Corinthians 9:6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 12This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 14And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!


WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?:  Emergencies and disasters happen.  People need 2nd chances at becoming independent and self-sufficient.  If they do become self-sufficient, this will benefit the whole community, not just those who are helped.  Sharing with each other is a very vital thing and has the added benefit of suppressing greed which is so destructive to societies.  An ancient philosopher Mencius spoke of this when he went to see King Hui of Liang: 

The King said: "My good man, since you haven't thought one thousand li too far to come and see me, may I presume that you have something with which I can profit my kingdom?"

Mencius said: "Why must you speak of profit? What I have for you is Humanity and Righteousness, and that's all. If you always say 'how can I profit my kingdom?' your top officers will ask, 'how can we profit our clans?' The shih1 and the common people will ask: 'how can we profit ourselves?' Superiors and inferiors will struggle against each other for profit, and the country will be in chaos."

"In a kingdom of ten thousand chariots, the murderer of the sovereign is usually from a clan of one thousand chariots. In a thousand-chariot kingdom, the murderer of the sovereign is usually from a clan of one hundred chariots. Now, to have a thousand in ten thousand, or one hundred in a thousand is not really all that much. But if you put Righteousness last and profit first, no one will be satisfied unless they can grab something."

LEAVE GLEANINGS FOR THE POOR (personal/spiritual principle):  
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 “When you gather the grapes in your vineyard, don’t glean the vines after they are picked. Leave the remaining grapes for the foreigners, orphans, and widows.” Deuteronomy 24:21


WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?:  God ordered Israelites not to harvest the edges of their fields or harvest a 2nd time. Why?  He said that these parts, the gleanings, should be left for the poor, widows, orphans, etc.  This law and others were designed so that no one would go hungry.  This also was redistributing wealth from the rich to the poor to ensure that they didn’t go hungry.
6. FOLLOW FAIR TRADE(govt./personal principle):  

God ordered people to follow principles of fair and honest trade.   Unfair trade robs the poor in the world of $700 billion every year.  God’s principles would stop this injustice.
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Leviticus 19:35 "Do not use dishonest standards when measuring length, weight or quantity. 36Use honest scales and honest weights, an honest ephah and an honest hin. I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt.
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Micah 6:11And how can I tolerate all your merchants who use dishonest scales and weights?
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Amos 8:4 Hear this, you who trample the needy and do away with the poor of the land… skimping the measure, boosting the price and cheating with dishonest scales, 6 buying the poor with silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, selling even the sweepings with the wheat. 

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?:  This should be obvious on an individual level.  Cheating is not right and neither is price gouging and taking advantage of others.  But, consider that it may also apply on an international level.  Unfair trades are a kind of economic warfare that destroys people’s abilities to provide for their basic needs. The tenets of capitalism as practiced now are largely opposed to Biblical economic principles. They emphasize greed and selfishness and getting whatever you can no matter who gets hurt or cheated out of their natural rights.  They work great for those who want to control others and want to “legally” but unjustly confiscate the profits of others’ work for themselves.

The secret to siphoning away others' wealth is the low-paid labor in the poor nations and high profits and high wages in the rich societies that have dominated global trade for centuries. Arjun Makhijani calculates that, through an imbalance of currency values, equally-productive labor in the world's defeated, dependent nations were paid 20% that of the developed world, a 5-to-1 differential.(Arjun Makhijani, From Global Capitalism to Economic Justice (New York: Apex Press, 1992).)  Later currency collapses in the developing world may have doubled that differential to 10-to-1.


Wealth accumulation advantage from unequally-paid but equally-productive labor is not a linear progression, it is exponential. Consider how long the underpaid nation must work to buy one unit of wealth from the high-paid nation and then consider how many units of wealth the high-paid nation can purchase from the underpaid nation with the wages of their equally-productive labor working that same number of hours.

The equally-productive worker in the poorly-paid nation produces a unique widget, is paid $1 an hour, and is producing one widget an hour. The equally-productive worker in the well-paid nation produces another unique widget, is paid $10 an hour, and also produces one widget per hour. Each equally-productive nation likes, and purchases, the other's widgets…The $1 an hour country must work 10 hours to buy one of the widgets of the $10 an hour country but, with the money earned in the same 10 hours, the $10 an hour country can buy 100 of the widgets of the $1 an hour nation. At that 10-times wage differential…there is an exponential 100-times differential in capital accumulation or buying power.
From: http://www.ied.info/books/ed/externaltrade.html

Three tenets of capitalism are: pay the lowest possible price, charge all the market will bear, and give nothing to anybody. That is great philosophy for powerbrokers with a subtle monopoly on capital, technology, markets, and military might. It takes no deep thought to realize that these tenets of classical economic philosophy were implanted by an earlier power-structure to maximize its claims to the wealth of others (that feudal residue in our philosophy, laws, and customs).

…French economic students understood that economic theory as taught had no relation to reality and in the fall of 2000 they protested and academic administrators agreed to address what heretofore had been “controversial” subjects. Twenty-seven Ph.D. economic students at the University of Cambridge, UK, signed a similar, but milder, letter of protest in 2001.
http://www.ied.info/books/ed/freedom.html

7. !!!SHARE NATURAL RESOURCES EQUITABLY WITH ALL (using Jubilee or Land Rent)
The Bible states that it is a sacred right for land to be shared by all people equitably. God took land from the rich Canaanites and redistributed it to Israel equitably (but also assigned land to other nations that was not to be violated).  He stated that the land of each family MUST NEVER BE SOLD to others and must ALWAYS stay in the same tribe.  This directly blocked the monopolies of land and extreme concentration of wealth and poverty that we have today.

Geniuses often disagree.  But the Bible and 100s of the best minds in history from all perspectives (including Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, Confucius, Douglas McArthur, Voltaire, Rosseau, Tolstoy, Einstein and numerous others) agree that all people have a natural human and economic right to own part of nature so that they can support a decent life with fairly equal opportunity.  There are only 2 options that are just and fair (see their quotes at the end of this section): 

A) Share all natural resources (land, air, water, oil, etc.) equitably among all people. Allow them to lease the land for up to 49 years. But, it comes back to the next generation to use as they will. This is the Bible’s Jubilee system.  OR


B) Those who profit from natural resources must pay the others who they exclude from using it enough so that their basic needs and decent opportunity for a good life is guaranteed.  This concept is often called “Land Rent” or “The Single Tax”.  In simple form, it means that all taxes are eliminated except the tax on those who use nature.  The rate is usually 10-15% of the land value but can be adjusted some.  It has many benefits.
1) It drastically lowers govt. costs in assessing taxes.
2) It does not stop or harm incentives in business. It in fact improves them.
3) It has been tried in 30 places around the world ranging from cities to countries and causes the economy to skyrocket.
4) It is easy to implement and doesn’t force confiscation of wealth, etc.  (see 5 examples of where it worked below)

This principle is the bedrock of why it is basic biblical justice to redistribute wealth.  God demanded in MANY verses that Israel share natural resources and that the family lands NEVER be sold and never changed to other tribes. They could ONLY be leased for up to 49 years, but they must always be owned by the same tribe and family.  If this basic right is ignored by any society than B is the ONLY other ethical option that I’m aware of.

Here are some of the MANY verses on this concept with a few of my concepts pointing out the important issues involved.  We’ll go from Creation to heaven.

AT THE TIME OF CREATION:  

VERSE: Genesis 2:8 “Then the Lord God planted a garden in Eden in the east, and there he placed the man he had made. 15 The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch over it.”

REASON:  At the very start of our world, God started by allocating a specific portion to Adam and Eve that if worked could provide all their needs by working on it.  This was done BEFORE sin came into our world.
WHEN ISRAEL ENTERED CANAAN & JUBILEE STARTED

VERSE:
“8 In addition, you must count off seven Sabbath years, seven sets of seven years, adding up to forty-nine years in all. 13 In the Year of Jubilee {the 50th year} each of you may return to the land that belonged to your ancestors. 15 When you buy land from your neighbor, the price you pay must be based on the number of years since the last jubilee. The seller must set the price by taking into account the number of years remaining until the next Year of Jubilee. 16 The more years until the next jubilee, the higher the price; the fewer years, the lower the price. After all, the person selling the land is actually selling you a certain number of harvests.23 “The land must never be sold on a permanent basis, for the land belongs to me. You are only foreigners and tenant farmers working for me. 24 “With every purchase of land you must grant the seller the right to buy it back. 28 …In the jubilee year, the land must be returned to the original owners so they can return to their family land.”  Leviticus 25 (the rest of the chapter explains that property in towns can be bought and sold permanently, except for the property of the Levites which they can always buy back). 

REASON: Upon reaching Canaan, the land was divided equitably among the tribes and families of Israel.  The land could be leased for up to 49 years, but never sold permanently (except for land in the cities which could be bought/sold permanently in most cases). Every 50th year, the land would return to the original family.  In this way, every generation would have the choice of what to do with their land.  They could work it themselves and profit that way or they could lease it and use the money to do something besides agriculture.  They were guaranteed a certain amount of land or resources or money from leasing it to support their needs.

VERSE: 

In numbers 27:1-11 and 36:1-13, a man named Zelophehad didn’t have any sons.  At the distribution of land in Canaan His 5 daughters petitioned to receive a portion of land to keep their father’s name alive. God spoke directly to Moses about this and said that :

“The claim of the daughters of Zelophehad is legitimate. You must give them a grant of land along with their father’s relatives. Assign them the property that would have been given to their father.” Numbers 27:7

Later in Numbers 36, to make sure this land stayed in the same family/tribe forever, God added the instruction that if daughters inherited the land, they should not marry outside their tribe since that would eventually cause a lot of unfairness in land distribution. The equitable land distribution was sacred and not to be changed. Through Moses, God stated, 

“None of the territorial land may pass from tribe to tribe, for all the land given to each tribe must remain within the tribe to which it was first allotted...9 No grant of land may pass from one tribe to another; each tribe of Israel must keep its allotted portion of land.” Numbers 36:7,9

REASON:  This story shows how critical God thought it was that even each family be fairly treated and given an equitable portion of land.  It also shows how critical it was that the equitable distribution be kept the same forever.  None of these land grants that God had assigned could change even into other tribes.  God was very concerned that people have economic equality PERMANENTLY.

AT THE TIME OF THE KINGS:  

VERSE: In 1 King’s 21, the evil king Ahab wanted to buy a vineyard that was part of Naboth’s ancestral family land.  Naboth was offended and in verse 3 said,

“The Lord forbid that I should give you the inheritance that was passed down by my ancestors.”
Jezebel arranged for false witnesses to cause Naboth to be condemned to death. Ahab went to possess the coveted vineyard.   Elijah met Elijah there and gave him God’s message:

19…”Wasn’t it enough that you killed Naboth? Must you rob him, too? Because you have done this, dogs will lick your blood at the very place where they licked the blood of Naboth!” 22…I am going to destroy your family as I did the family of Jeroboam son of Nebat and the family of Baasha son of Ahijah, for you have made me very angry and have led Israel into sin.’ 23 …Dogs will eat Jezebel’s body at the plot of land in Jezreel.” 
IMPORTANT REASON: This story shows that the principle of economic equality was not just valid under a theocracy.  It was something that was a general rule and principle that God severely condemned Ahab for following.  In fact it was the violation of this sacred right that directly caused the curse of God to fall on his whole line.  Nobody can ever say that this issue is not of the utmost importance to God after reading this.  This wasn’t even a principle just for Israel.  God had assigned property to other nations that Israel didn’t have a right to violate:

“The Lord warned us, ‘Do not bother the Moabites, the descendants of Lot, or start a war with them. I have given them Ar as their property, and I will not give you any of their land.’” Deuteronomy 2:9


“But do not bother them {the Ammonites} or start a war with them. I have given the land of Ammon to them as their property, and I will not give you any of their land.’” Deuteronomy 2:19

IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

Mark 12:40 Yet they shamelessly cheat widows out of their property and then pretend to be pious by making long prayers in public. Because of this, they will be more severely punished.”

Ezekiel 36:24-28
For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you into your own land. "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances. You will live in the land that I gave to your forefathers; so you will be My people, and I will be your God.

Amos 9:8-15
Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are upon the sinful kingdom, and I will destroy it from off the face of the earth; saving that I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, saith the LORD. For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth. All the sinners of my people shall die by the sword, which say, The evil shall not overtake nor prevent us. In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my name, saith the LORD that doeth this. Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt. And I will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith the LORD thy God.

Acts 2:44 And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need.

Acts 4:32 All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what they owned was not their own, so they shared everything they had. 33 The apostles testified powerfully to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God’s great blessing was upon them all. 34 There were no needy people among them, because those who owned land or houses would sell them 35 and bring the money to the apostles to give to those in need.

2 Corinthians 8

“12 Whatever you give is acceptable if you give it eagerly. And give according to what you have, not what you don’t have. 13 Of course, I don’t mean your giving should make life easy for others and hard for yourselves. I only mean that there should be some equality. 14 Right now you have plenty and can help those who are in need. Later, they will have plenty and can share with you when you need it. In this way, things will be equal.”  

IMPORTANT REASON: These verses show that while the nation had lost it’s authority to govern as a consequence of rejecting God so many times, God was still concerned about helping the poor and trying to give everyone some basic equality and equal opportunity.  He instructed individuals to take up the slack since the Israeli government was a slave to the Romans and unable to do things under it’s own authority.  But, when a government has the power to do so, it should work to implement God’s economic policies.  

IN HEAVEN

It seems that in heaven we all will be guaranteed mansions and fields to plant, etc.

John 14--Jesus, the Way to the Father

Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. 2 There is more than enough room in my Father’s home.[a] If this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you?[b] 3 When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me where I am.

Isaiah 65 says, “17 Look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth, and no one will even think about the old ones anymore….21 In those days people will live in the houses they build and eat the fruit of their own vineyards. 22 Unlike the past, invaders will not take their houses and confiscate their vineyards.”

IMPORTANT REASON: When we finally get to heaven, it seems that God is going to be guaranteeing everyone a certain amount of property to possess and work on for their own.  FINALLY, God’s economics will be followed by all.  I sometimes wonder if the reason that heaven is going to be utopia has more to do with people actually LIVING God’s truths and less to do with God magically making it a utopia.   Finally, people will really get the fact that God’s system was best all along. 
Quotes By Many Experts and Philosophers Who Support Sharing Natural Resources

It is not only the Bible that advocated sharing nature.  NUMEROUS nations and tribes in history have followed this principle with great success including for example many native American Indians.   When they followed this idea well, the extreme poverty that is so common in our time was unknown.  A concept of sharing natural resources very similar to the Bible’s jubilee concept is called “Land Rent” or the “Single Tax” and was advocated in America very strongly by a man named Henry George.  Some of the quotes below mention these terms.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN:  "All the Property that is necessary to a Man, for the Conservation of the Individual and the Propagation of the Species, is his natural Right, which none can justly deprive him of." http://www.cooperativeindividualism.org/franklin-benjamin_on-property.html
THOMAS JEFFERSON: Another means of silently lessening the inequality of property is to exempt all from taxation below a certain point, and to tax the higher portions of property in geometrical progression as they rise. Whenever there is in any country, uncultivated lands and unemployed poor, it is clear that the laws of property have been so far extended as to violate natural right. The earth is given as a commonstock for man to labour and live on. If for the encouragement of industry we allow it to be appropriated, we must take care that other employment be provided to those excluded from the appropriation. If we do not the fundamental right to labour the earth returns to the unemployed. .. Thomas Jefferson, letter to James Madison, dated October 28, 1785: 
All eyes are opened, or opening, to the rights of man. The general spread of the light of science has already laid open to every view the palpable truth, that the mass of mankind has not been born with saddles on their backs, nor a favored few booted and spurred, ready to ride them legitimately, by the grace of God.  Thomas Jefferson, letter to Roger C. Weightman, June 26, 1826, before the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence
ABRAHAM LINCOLN: “The land, the earth God gave to man for his home, sustenance and support, should never be the possession of any man, corporation, society or unfriendly government, any more than the air or water”
VOLTAIRE (atheist): "The fruits of the earth are a common heritage of all, to which each man has equal right." 
ROSSEAU (atheist):   "You are undone if you once forget that the fruits of the earth belong to us all, and the earth itself to no one." 
TOM PAINE (1737‐1809), who authored Common Sense which catalyzed the American Revolution and coined the phrase "the United States of America", wrote, "Men did not make the earth ... it is the value of the improvement only, and not the earth itself, that is individual property... Every proprietor owes to the community a ground rent for the land which he holds... from this ground‐rent ... I ... propose ... to create a National Fund, out of which there shall be paid to every person ... (a) sum." (Agrarian Justice, 1795‐6)
WILLIAM BRADFORD, skipper of The Mayflower, leader of the Pilgrims, and colonizer of Massachusetts, described how to fund their new theocracy in New England in his History of Plimoth Plantation, Book II (pp 358‐60 of the original manuscript). Residents would pay Rent for their lot, not taxes on their output. A few colonies to the south, another religious colonizer had the same idea.
LEO TOLSTOY (1828‐1910), who kept a photo of George on his desk and whose dying words to passengers on a train were to tax land alone, told the Russian Czar and the world that "people do not argue with the teachings of George, they simply do not know it. And it is impossible to do otherwise with his teaching, for he who becomes acquainted with it cannot but agree."
MARK TWAIN (1835‐1910), the pseudonym for humorist Samuel Clemens, author of of Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn, wrote "Archimedes" which appeared in Henry George's newspaper, THE STANDARD (1889 July 27), criticizing private individual ownership of land. While both were reporters in San Francisco, George sold tickets at Twain's lectures. Twain said, "The earth belongs to the people. I believe in the gospel of the Single Tax."
WOODROW WILSON (1856‐1924), 28th president of the US and founder of the League of Nations, said, "This country needs a new and sincere thought in politics, coherently, distinctly and boldly uttered by men who are sure of their ground. The power of men like Henry George seems to me to mean that."
HENRY FORD (1863‐1947), said, "We ought to tax all idle land the way Henry George said ?tax it heavily, so that its owners would have to make it productive." (LIBERTY between world wars, article by Donald Wilheim)
DOUGLAS MACARTHUR (1880‐1964), commander of the US occupation force in Japan after World War II, hired Carl Shoup to help him reform land holding and thereby rebuild Japan. Their revision of the Japanese Constitution reversed the rent ratio between owners (whose portion dropped from 2/3 to 1/3) and tenants (whose rose from 1/3 to 2/3). Shoup also simplified Japan's tax code, facilitating investment. James Michener in his novel Hawaii created a fictional version of Shoup who endorsed the single tax on land. The New York Times' lengthy obit quoted Shoup's colleague, C. Lowell Harris, emeritus Columbia and member of and Advisor to the Geonomy Society.
HERBERT SPENCER (1820‐1910), British philosopher said, "Equity does not permit property in land... The world is God's bequest to mankind. All men are joint heirs to it." 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE ('83 Aug 8) stated, "Higher land taxes, especially when accompanied by reduced taxes on structures, look like an idea businessmen ought to embrace and promote. The benefits in the form of more jobs and increasingly compact development are not only lasting, but flow to the whole community." May the whole community go with the flow.
A WALL STREET JOURNAL article (1987 Mar 5) stated, "As explained in the greatest economics treatise ever written by an American, “Henry George's Progress and Poverty” (1879), money diverted to pay for the use of natural resources is like a dead weight or tax on the productive factors in the economy, capital and labor." Another article ('98 July 21) recommended the land tax for Russia's transition economy.
THE ECONOMIST (2002 Week of August 29th, via Joshua Vincent, Henry George Fdn): ?i>Why should developers, landlords and tenants make untaxed windfall gains from transport improvements funded by general taxation? Why should the state not take a share? The idea of taxing increases in the price of land may sound dangerously radical but actually it is not. It has a history stretching back to the mists of fiscal time. The Treasury's reassessment of land value taxes in the green paper is thus encouraging.?
THE NEW YORK TIMES stated, "Too bad that Henry George, the author of Progress and Poverty, is not around to advise New York State."
OTHERS: There are hundreds of others who advocate this as the only just and fair tax. Some of them include: Albert Einstein, Helen Keller, Tolstoy, John Keynes, Winston Churchill, Mencius, Dr. Sun Yat Sen, William Blackstone, Thomas Carlyle and 100s of other great thinkers agree.
Duty Of Kings/Governments To Help The Poor

(Thanks to Teresa for starting me thinking in this area and finding the Daniel verse)

Many people say that the government should stay out of charity and helping the poor.  There are many nails in that coffin above.  But, here are a few more verses to nail it shut. Remember that this was in the time of the monarchy where the king collected the taxes and distributed them.  The king was the government of the time.  So, these principles apply to other governments as well.  Note the red parts especially:
14 The Lord comes forward to pronounce judgment on the elders and rulers of his people: “You have ruined Israel, my vineyard. Your houses are filled with things stolen from the poor.15 How dare you crush my people, grinding the faces of the poor into the dust?”, demands the Lord, the Lord of Heavens Armies. Isaiah 3

So, the leaders were guilty of grinding the poor through some kind of stealing from them.  This would most likely be extortionist taxes or things of that nature, possibly injustice in the courts.

Psalms 72 says, “1 Give your love of justice to the king, O God, and righteousness to the kings son.2 Help him judge your people in the right way; let the poor always be treated fairly.3 May the mountains yield prosperity for all, and may the hills be fruitful.4 Help him to defend the poor, to rescue the children of the needy, and to crush their oppressors….12 He will rescue the poor when they cry to him; he will help the oppressed, who have no one to defend them.13 He feels pity for the weak and the needy, and he will rescue them.14 He will redeem them from oppression and violence, for their lives are precious to him.”

The king’s job here was to defend, help and rescue the poor and rescue the children of the needy and crush their oppressors.  Their lives are precious to him and a godly king and government should help those who are in need.  

Jeremiah 22:15 “But a beautiful cedar palace does not make a great king! Your father, Josiah, also had plenty to eat and drink. But he was just and right in all his dealings. That is why God blessed him.16 He gave justice and help to the poor and needy, and everything went well for him. Isn’t that what it means to know me?”, says the Lord. 17 “But you! You have eyes only for greed and dishonesty! You murder the innocent,  oppress the poor, and reign ruthlessly.

Here a godly king is compared to an evil king.  Note that the godly king gave justice AND help to the poor.  Justice is definitely a government function and it’s associated with helping the poor which also must be understood as a government function.  These 2 concepts, justice and helping the needy are both part of a government’s function in the Bible.  And they were not only the responsibility of Israel.  God also expected other nations to help the poor.  If they didn’t, it was sin.  
“Sodom’s sins were pride, gluttony, and laziness, while the poor and needy suffered outside her door.“ Ezekiel 16:49 
“King Nebuchadnezzar, please accept my advice. Stop sinning and do what is right. Break from your wicked past and be merciful to the poor. Perhaps then you will continue to prosper.” Daniel 4:27

Last, Proverbs 29:7 says, “The godly care about the rights of the poor; the wicked don’t care at all.”  The Bible is very clear that this applies to individuals, churches as most agree.  But, it also is very clear that it applies to governments.  Godly governments are ones that take care of the needy.

Research Article On How Oppressive Debt Causes War And Violence

Full report at: http://www.caat.org.uk/information/publications/economics/debt-and-development-0599.php
Written by Susan Willett, May 1999 
Funding for the research was provided by the Trust for Research and Education on the Arms Trade (TREAT) 

Preface 

This report highlights the inextricable links between war and conflict on the one hand, and high levels of debt on the other. Germany's high levels of First World War debt degraded her economy and provided a breeding ground for militarism and fascism. Today a similar pattern is repeated in the poorest countries. There is a strong correlation between highly indebted countries and countries which have descended into civil war and militarism. 

High levels of indebtedness come about, in part, because political elites in the poorest countries borrow recklessly for war. Powerful creditors are equally reckless and compulsive in providing loans to finance the purchase of weapons. 

Just as Germany needed both debt relief and a Marshall Plan after World War II, so do the poorest countries. Without debt relief these countries cannot escape from the vicious cycle. The facts are frightening. During the 1990s alone there have been 39 major conflicts with more than 4 million people killed. Nine out of ten casualties are civilians. There are over 200,000 child soldiers in the world - a corruption of childhood which threatens all of our futures. 

In sub-Saharan Africa there are fourteen heavily indebted poor countries involved in either a regional war or a civil conflict. The cycle of debt and conflict has not been broken, and the role of the west has frequently been to pour fuel on the flames of regional and ethnic violence and instability. This report shows how major arms exporters like the UK (in 1997 the second largest arms exporter in the world) have supplied arms to oppressive regimes, and through the Export Credits Guarantee Department (of the DTI) guaranteed the loans used to buy them. It supports the Jubilee 2000 position that loans made to corrupt dictators, such as those in Nigeria and Indonesia, were made in the knowledge they would be misused or corruptly diverted. Finally, it shows the meanness and short-sightedness of creditors, whether they be the governments of the G8 or the multilateral lenders of the IMF and World Bank, in failing to provide the debt relief necessary to rebuild post-conflict societies. 

Jubilee 2000 is a global grass-roots movement calling for a debt-free start to the millennium for over a billion of the world's poorest people. Economic prosperity for all, not just the few, is the best insurance against war and conflict. We call for a fair, and transparent process to assess the debts. We want to ensure that liability for bad loans and bad debts does not only rest with the debtor. And we insist that organisations representing ordinary people in the indebted nation should play a part in ensuring that resources released by debt relief reach the poor. There are some signs of progress on debt, and western governments are at last beginning to look at codes of conduct for their export credit departments, to place checks on taxpayer subsidies for arms dealers and exporters. This is a start, but it needs to go much further. Only then can we be sure of providing a more certain and secure future for the millions suffering from the twin tragedies of debt and war. 


PART 3:  LAND RENT—THE MOST EFECTIVE WAY TO END POVERTY

Have you ever played the game monopoly?  In that game, everyone starts out with equal money.  But, as time goes by, most players get poorer.  One or two players slowly become very, very rich. That game was based directly on capitalism and we can see in real life that the exact same thing is happening these days. 

1) An analysis of long-term trends shows the distance between the richest and poorest countries was about :
3 to 1 in 1820
11 to 1 in 1913
35 to 1 in 1950
44 to 1 in 1973
72 to 1 in 1992
--1999 Human Development Report, United Nations Development Programme


2) “The combined wealth of the world's 200 richest people hit $1 trillion in 1999; the combined incomes of the 582 million people living in the 43 least developed countries is $146 billion."
--Human Development Report 2000, p. 82, United Nations Development Programme


3) Debt relief for the poorest 20 countries would cost only US$5.5 billion- the cost of building one Disneyland/Paris.


4) The world's seven richest men could wipe out poverty. Their combined wealth is more than enough to provide the basic needs for the poorest of the world's population.


5) The world population's basic need for food, drinking water, education and medical care could be covered by a levy of less than 4% of the accumulated wealth of the 225 richest individuals.


6) The New York Times in one of their email updates, in their Quote of the Day section, for July 18, 2001 provided the following quote: "A world where some live in comfort and plenty, while half of the human race lives on less than $2 a day, is neither just, nor stable." -- President Bush


7) U.N. Secretary General said, "Almost half the world's population lives on less than two dollars a day, yet even this statistic fails to capture the humiliation, powerlessness and brutal hardship that is the daily lot of the world's poor."  


8) About a sixth of the world's population -- nearly 1 billion people -- live in slums according to a UN report. It slums as poor areas that lack basic services or access to clean water, where housing is poorly built and overcrowded.

As you see from these statistics, even though there are some rich places, poverty is at one of the worst points in history right now.  1 child is dying every 3 seconds diseases that we can easily prevent because of extreme stupid poverty. There are a very few extremely rich people and billions of extremely poor people who don’t even have access to the basic necessities of life.  What problems does poverty cause? 

Geniuses often disagree.  But, on one of the thorniest problems of our world—how to eliminate poverty—an amazing number of them from all backgrounds agree on the solution.  There is almost no idea that has so much support from all backgrounds whether Christian or atheist, eastern or western, economic or political like this...People ranging from Moses to Voltaire support it because they KNOW it IS the solution to poverty.  And it has been proven in history. This idea is referred to as Land Rent or the Single Tax.

Land rent is basically an adaptation of the Jubilee system of the Bible...so it originated with God.   God said it's possible to eliminate poverty (there will always be people having different amounts of wealth...but the drastic poverty of nothing to eat and malnutrition, etc. is not hard to eliminate if large numbers of people follow the principles of God including this one below).  It's been done in history many times and worked as you will see below.

Land rent is based on the same principle as the Jubilee system...that the land belongs to all people since it was made by God and so if you use it for your benefit alone...you should pay society significantly for the benefits you get.  Very simply it's:
1) All taxes are eliminated except taxes on land because almost all wealth originates in the land and it's natural products.  This make it so that the poor don't pay any taxes and are able to save money so that they can purchase land or natural products to become richer themselves.
2) If you want to get wealthy, you'll need land and if you don't want anyone else to use your land, then you pay a fee to society for removing it from societies use.   This fee/tax is more than enough to run the govt. and can eventually pay for many things in society to become free to all such as utilities, education, etc.
Below are real examples from history where hunger was eliminated.  In fact the game monopoly was invented to teach the difference between capitalism and land rent.  But, it was not that much fun to play the land rent version since no one went bankrupt and lost and thus there was no pride from “winning”.  There were no poor in that version.   But, in the capitalist version you can bankrupt your friends...what fun! The change from land rent to capitalism created a whole new industry, gaming.   It was a marketing success and the rest is history!  (I'm recreating the original version and I can send it to you if you wish).  But, what is fun in a game can be very painful or even cruel in real life.
Why does land rent work effectively to eliminate poverty?  I don't know all the reasons, but here are a couple:
1. It gives everyone hope!  Those who are poor don't have to pay taxes since they aren't making a lot of money.  This means they can build up their finances to take advantage of opportunities when they do come along instead of being stuck in the poor rut all their lives.  People lauded capitalism for doing this and it is one of it's main virtues.  But, Democratic capitalism and land rent provide that same opportunity for far more people than capitalism does.  Hope is what people live on and if more people have hope, then society will be all that more productive and wealthy.  If people don't have hope, they won't have passion or dedication to their job and there are many consequences that go together with that.

2. Since everyone has opportunities, the envy and jealousy factors drop dramatically.  This creates peace and reduces crime and other factors since people are occupied taking advantage of their opportunities.

3. There is a strong incentive to make improvements on buildings and the things that will process natural resources...there is no tax on these things and this is a huge natural incentive to people to produce and create more wealth in these areas...


I'm sure there are others...but these are quite powerful I would say...and there are probably more...It shows me that God gives us laws...and sometimes explains a little why...but often asks us to have faith...when we fail in many other ways...then we finally come to our senses and try God's way which was the best way all along...it is like this in so many areas...and again with the land (actually land rent isn't exactly what God commanded...God commanded equal distribution of land with no permanent selling...that would probably be even better...but this is the closest possible thing to that without revolution...)

Most importantly this idea has eliminated poverty in many places (there are others...a very simple one would be to cut military expenses in half worldwide and use the money to develop infrastructure and help people become self-sufficient...just $40 billion (that's 5% of the US military budget) could eliminate hunger, extreme poverty, provide basic education and medical care to all the citizens of the world.  Bill Gates by himself could do the same thing for 1 year.  A 4% tax on the world's 225 richest people would do the same thing. Another one would be canceling debts every 7 years.  And if you empower many more people...the new economies will leave present economies way far back in deep pits of DUST!)



10 REAL EXAMPLES OF POVERTY BEING REDUCED/ELIMINATED

(from Confucius to California)

Here are the real examples from history...NOTICE...in Taiwan it says that "HUNGER WAS ENDED"  Hong Kong and Singapore and many of the most successful countries in economics use this land rent idea although they are corrupting the idea now and adding income taxes and other things that will likely lessen or end the prosperity that they had...This ideas was very common in ancient history with many peoples ranging from the Indians to the Inuit to the Javanese and it eliminated hunger wherever it was used (except for very unusual circumstances like a drought).   There are many more than this:

1. EARLY AMERICA
In early America, destitution and hunger was almost unknown.  Benjamin Franklin wrote:
"In every part of North America," wrote Franklin in 1788, while President of the Supreme Council, virtually Governor, of Pennsylvania, "necessaries of life are cheaper than in England. Scarcity is unknown there. . . . The price of labor in money being higher than in England, and provisions cheaper, the actual wages, that is, the amount of necessary articles which the day laborer can buy, is so much the greater." ("Reflections on the Augmentation of Wages which will be occasioned in Europe by the American Revolution," Franklin's Writings, Bigelow Edition, Vol. X, p. 53.)

"The truth is," said Franklin, "that though there are in that country few people so miserable as the poor of Europe, there are also very few that in Europe would be called very rich; it is rather a happy mediocrity that prevails. There are few great proprietors of the soil and few tenants. Most people cultivate their own lands, or follow some handicraft or merchandise, and few are rich enough to live idly upon their rents and incomes." (Franklin's Writings, Bigelow Edition, Vol. VIII, p. 172.)

Benjamin Franklin wrote that "land being cheap in that country (the US), from the vast forests still void of inhabitants, and not likely to be occupied in an age to come, in so much that the property of a hundred acres of fertile soil full of wood may he obtained near the frontiers (in many places, for eight or ten guineas) hearty young laboring men who understand the husbandry of corn and cattle, which is nearly the same in that country as in Europe, may easily establish themselves there. A little money saved of the good wages they receive there while they work for others enables them to buy the land and begin the plantation, in which they are assisted by the good will of their neighbors and some credit.  Multitudes of poor people from England, Ireland, Scotland and Germany have by this means in a few years become [relatively] wealthy farmers, who, in their own countries, where all the lands were fully occupied and the wages of labor low, could never have emerged from the poor condition wherein they were born."


2.  TAIWAN: Taiwan, 1940s. Old Formosa was mired in poverty and fast breeding. Hunger afflicted the majority of people who were landless peasants. Less than 20 families monopolized the entire island. Then the Nationalist Army, led by Chiang Kai-shek, retreated to Taiwan. General Chiang figured he lost mainland China in part by not reforming land-holding. Chiang did not want to risk losing his last refuge east of that isle lay nothing but open ocean. 

A follower of Sun Yat-sen, the father of modern China and an adherent of Henry George, Chiang knew of the Single Tax. Borrowing a page from George via Sun, the new Nationalist Government of Taiwan instituted its "land to the tiller program" which taxed farmland according to its value. Soon the large plantation owners found themselves paying out about as much in taxes as they were getting back as Rent. Being a middleman was no longer worth the bother, so they sold off their excess to farmers at prices the peasants could afford. 

Working their own land with newly marketed fertilizers, new owners worked harder. They produced more, and after years of paying taxes to cover the onerous public debt, at last kept more and lived better. From 1950 to 1970 population growth dropped 40%, and hunger was ended. (Altho' Taiwan did receive a billion dollars from the US, it was mostly military aid, spread out over eight years.) Taiwan began to set world records with growth rates of 10% per annum in their GDP and 20% in their industry. (Fred Harrison, Power in the Land, 1983) 


3. CALIFORNIA: 1890s. Back then, many farmers and miners went without water because cattlemen like Henry Miller owned 1,000,000 acres of land. Miller could drive his herds from Mexico to Oregon and spend every night on his own land. In 1886 Miller won full rights to the water of the Kern River. 

Some people concerned with justice figured the cattlemen had gone far enough. The state government passed the 1887 Wright Act, which allowed communities to create by popular vote irrigation districts to build dams and canals and pay for them by taxing the resultant rise in land value. Once irrigated, land was too valuable to use for grazing, and the tax made it too costly for hoarding. So cattlemen sold off fields to farmers and at prices the farmers could afford. 

In ten years, the Central Valley was transformed into over 7,000 independent farms. Over the next few decades, those tree-less, semi-arid plains became the "bread basket of America", one of the most productive areas on the planet. (magazine of the Historical Society of California) 



4. CHINA: Confucius' Great Harmony, Calligraphy by Dr. Ernest Chu Yen 
http://www.noogenesis.com/Confucius/harmony.html  

Translation:
When the Great Way prevailed, the world community was equally shared by all. The worthy and able were chosen as office-holders. Mutual confidence was fostered and good neighborliness cultivated. Therefore people did not regard as parents only their own parents, nor did they treat children only their own children. Provision was made for the aged till their death, the adults were given employment, and the young enabled to grow up. Old widows and widowers, the orphaned, the old and childless, as well as the sick and the disabled were all well taken care of. Men had their proper roles and women their homes. While they hated to see wealth lying about on the ground, they did not necessarily keep it for their own use. While they hated not to exert their effort, they did not necessarily devote it to their own ends. Thus evil schemings were repressed, and robbers, thieves and other lawless elements failed to arise, so that outer doors did not have to be shut. This was called the age of Great Harmony (Ta Tung)

another translation is here:

When Confucius was sad about the state of the world he said in reply to a question as to why he was "overcome with sighs":  
"When the Great Way [Dao] was in practice, a public and common spirit ruled everything under Heaven; men of talent, virtue, and ability were selected; sincerity was emphasised and harmonious relationships were cultivated. Thus men did not love only their parents, nor did they treat as children only their own children. A competent provision was secured for the aged till their death, employment was given to the able-bodied, and a means was provided for the upbringing of the young. Kindness and compassion were shown to widows, orphans, childless men, and those who were disabled by disease, so that they were sufficiently maintained. . . . selfish schemings were thwarted and did not develop. Bandits and thieves, rebels and trouble-makers did not show themselves. Hence the outer doors of houses never had to be closed. This was call the Great Community [datong].
...Now the Great Way has fallen into obscurity, . . . Each one separately loves his own parents; each looks upon his own children only as his children. People take the wealth of natural resources and the fruits of their own labors as their own. . . . Castle walls and outer defenses, moats and ditches, are made strong and secure. . . ."

Excerpt only of his full reply. Hsiao, Kung-chuan (trans. F. W. Mote). A History of Chinese Political Thought. Vol. 1: From the Beginnings to the Sixth Century A.D. Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey, 1979, p. 125.

Noted Confucius: "To implement my principle is nothing more than being honest and just."


5. New Zealand, 1910s. Many settlements in "Kiwi Country" began with taxing land. By 1982, over 80% of municipalities did. For a while, even the nation levied land. Employment averaged 99% from 1966 until 1975. When the oil shock hit, making their export goods too expensive since they had to be shipped so far by oil-burning freighters, employment dropped to a true (not fudged) 94%. Then the federal government repealed the national land tax, leaving Rent to localities, who did not always pick it up. Now, less than 2/3 of the jurisdictions tax land, not buildings. (Local Government Statistics, no longer issued, via Bob Keall, Resource Rentals for Revenue, Auckland, NZ) 


6. ENGLAND: 1910s. Impressed by George's argument but skeptical of its political chances, Ebenezer Howard began the Garden Cities. These exist on land owned by a corporation that consists of residents and investors. Letchworth, the oldest of these model towns, serves residents grandly from vaultfuls of collected land Rent. The experiment spread as far as Russia. For a while, Great Britain did pass land value taxation but could not implement it until reassessing all the land, and due to manpower constraints could not do that until the Great War was over. By then, the political winds had shifted and the reform was never implemented.  


7. JOHANNESBURG: 1920s. Many settlements in the British Empire began with taxing land. South Africa's Johannesburg, which began as a mining town, was rapidly becoming a ghost town when the ore was being played out early last century. To avoid such a fate, the city councilors shifted their property tax from buildings to land, rescuing their town. Johannesburg grew to become the financial capital of the nation, eclipsing Cape Town, a port situated on one of the most strategic points on the planet, which taxed land and buildings equally, a victory similar to Albany, New York, outpacing New York City. Jo-burg enjoyed the fastest site-recyling rate in the world, a little over 20+ years, meaning urban sites were kept at best use, so sprawl was precluded. After apartheid ended, the new black government reverted to the conventional property tax, assuming (mistakenly) that it would increase their take from wealthier neighborhoods (Dunkley, Godfrey, That All May Live, Roosevelt Park, RSA; A. Whyte, 1990).

In many of the United States, the land tax is unconstitutional. When the Single Tax movement was at its peak and a threat to absentee landlords, they lobbied legislators to require the taxing of location and improvement together. Many states, such as California, succumbed to the pressure. In other states, such as New York, localities may levy separate rates only with permission from the legislature. Hence, to recover rent many localities must use such legalisms as 밶ssessment districts? and to de-tax goods like buildings, they must use 뱎roperty tax exemptions?or 밶batements? 


8. KANSAS CITY(Missouri), 1930s. KC levied one site value tax for parks and parkways (pleasant streets that wend through parks in ravines) built in the 1930s. Another was for trafficways, multilane throughways that move traffic with synchronized traffic lights built in the 1940s or 1950s. To fund boulevards (thru streets with synchronized lights that preceded the trafficways), KC levied a "front-foot" tax rate on each lot's front footage on the boulevard. This is close to a land value basis because all the boulevards are straight and in a grid pattern. When the city charter was revised in the 1950s, the site-value tax was included. 

Under the leadership of Mayor Bartels, the city used straw parties in the 1950s to secretly buy up half of Platte County (then rural farmland) for an airport. The city leased sites around its new airport opened in 1972 at full market value for hotels, warehouses, an aircraft overhaul base, postal distribution center, etc ?even to farmers. Outside airport land, investors bought land and built hotels. When the 1970s recession hit, all the hotels buying land went broke while the hotels renting city land survived. Able to learn, some big hotel chains survived the crash at the end of the 80s by separating the hotel real estate into REITs apart from corporate hotel operators. 


9. The "Four Tigers", 1940s. Apologists for state planning and state partnership with big business point enthusiastically to Pacific Rim Asia but overlook the fact that all these success stories began on a firm footing of land reform. The city-state Singapore, founded on Georgist tax principles, reached a tax rate on land of 16%. Hong Kong existed only on crown land, funding 4/5 of their budget with 2/5 of site Rent (Yu-Hung Hong, Landlines, 1999 March, Lincoln Inst., Cambridge, MA). The city uses land rent, not subsidy, to fund their new metro and in its suburbs grows much of its own food. Hong Kong enjoys low taxes, low prices, high investment, and often the highest per capita salaries. The city is often voted the world's best city for business and the freest for residents. 

Gen. Douglas MacArthur, an admirer of Henry George, forced the Japanese provisional government to write land reform into their new Democratic constitution that limited Rent paid by tenants to owners. South Korea adopted a similar Rent reform. Gen. Chiang Kai-shek likewise forced land reform on Taiwan (below). A 1980's World Bank study credited land reform with creating the basis for their economic miracles. Secure farmers can afford to consume manufactured goods. Soon successful industries can trade with other developed nations. Another World Bank report, in 1998 by Roy Prosterman and Tiom Hanstad, Chapter 10, 밚and Taxation?by Jennifer Duncan: 밚and tax is an important vehicle for transferring some of the benefits of land privatization to the public sector. Revenues from land tax can fund significant and increasing portions of infrastructure and social services, fostering public and local government support for privatization.?Today, to try to control their skyrocketing location values, both Japan and Korea have tried to tax land, tho' still minuscully. 



10. CHINA: Confucius (BC 551-479), Chinese philosopher, said, "When the Great Way prevailed, natural resources were fully used for the benefit of all and not appropriated for selfish ends... This was the Age of the Great Commonwealth of peace and prosperity." 


Physical slavery is very little different from economic slavery and when people inherit privilege because things that were not their's were stolen from society, that cannot be in anyway equated with freedom...that is equated with using force to appropriate things that are for everyone to my own use alone.  What will you do in the future if people start appropriating water for themselves and it is against the law for you to drink without paying all your income for water...this is the same issue with the land...water and land and air are the natural rights of all people to use and benefit from...only laws against human nature will deny the use of these things for the benefit of all people.   Again, this is NOT communism or saying people should be economically equal....that is not at all in this theory.

The fact is that land rent has, does and will produce amazing benefits for all people...it is NOT interested in taking away things that people have produced or created or added by their diligence to this world...but it is against lazy unproductive landowners living off of other's labor and wasting lives and resources that God gave in uselessness or laziness...that does happen a lot in communism and too often in capitalism and this should be directly against ethics esp. since the land was not usually gained by hard labor in the first case.  That it was taken from society by force and given to a few people to profit from exclusively should be anathema to anyone who loves freedom.

And again the beauty of it is that it is the least painless way of distributing opportunities to everyone, but doesn't force them to be equal...Those who have great ideas and work hard can still get very rich...possibly even richer since more people will have more money to buy their products...those who are lazy will have to sell their land and work for others who are productive...there is still the profit motive...it just isn't the 100% basis of society now...

See more here:
http://www.progress.org/geonomy/Numbers.html
QUOTES FROM FAMOUS THINKERS ON SHARING NATURE/LAND RENT

Throughout history, great leaders have observed that taxing land is a much better idea than taxing other things. And great thinkers have said that the natural bounty of the land belongs to all. And throughout history, great land owners have opposed them. For details, see http://www.progress.org/geonomy/Earth.html 
The greatest promoter of Land Rent was Henry George. His book Progress and Poverty (1879) outsold every book of its era but the Bible. But he didn’t invent the idea. Land rent is as old as the idea of justice, for they are really the same thing.
Land rent is often called Georgism, Geoism, Land Value Taxation, or The Single Tax.
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Winston Churchill 
Churchill was probably the most famous Georgist besides Henry George himself. Before the war he often spoke on the subject of land rent, but then the war forced his attention onto other things.  
"I have made speeches by the yard on the subject of land value taxation, and you know what a supporter I am of that policy." 
But land Value Taxation is a lot older than Churchill...
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Mencius (c. 371 BC-?), great Chinese philosopher 

“In the market places, charge land-rent, but don't tax the goods; or make concise regulations and don't even charge rent. Do this, and all the merchants in the realm will be pleased and will want to set up shop in your markets. At the borders, make inspections but don't charge tariffs, then all the travelers in the realm will be pleased and will want to traverse your highways."
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Pliny the Elder (AD 23-79) 

"Land monopoly ruined Rome."

[image: image59.jpg]


Pope St. Gregory The Great (540-604) 

"The earth of which they are born is common to all and, therefore, the fruit that the earth brings forth belongs without distinction to all."
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Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677) 

"The whole soil should be public property."
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William Penn (1644-1718) 

"If all men were so far tenants to the public that the superfluities of grain and expense were applied to the exigencies thereof, it would put an end to taxes".
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Mirabeau the Elder (1715-1789) 

Land rent would be a "social advance equal to the inventions of writing and money." 
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Voltaire (1694-1778) 

"The fruits of the earth are a common heritage of all, to which each man has equal right." 
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Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) 

"You are undone if you once forget that the fruits of the earth belong to us all, and the earth itself to no one." 
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John Locke (1632-1704) 

"When the 'sacredness' of property is talked of, it should be remembered that any such sacredness does not belong in the same degree to landed property.”
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Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) 

"The earth is given as a common stock for men to labor and to live on... Wherever in any country there are idle lands and unemployed poor, it is clear that the laws of property have been so far extended as to violate natural right. Everyone may have land to labor for himself, if he chooses; or, preferring the exercise of any other industry, may exact for it such compensation as not only to afford a comfortable subsistence, but wherewith to provide for a cessation from labor in old age." (Notes on Virginia, 1791) 
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Thomas Paine (1737-1809)

"Men did not make the earth ... it is the value of the improvement only, and not the earth itself, that is individual property... Every proprietor owes to the community a ground rent for the land which he holds... from this ground-rent ... I ... propose ... to create a National Fund, out of which there shall be paid to every person ... (a) sum." (Agrarian Justice, 1795-6) 
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Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881) 

"Who can or who could sell us the earth? Actually the earth belongs to these two: the almighty God and all his children who have ever worked on it or who will ever have worked on it or who will ever have to work on it. No generation of men can or could with even the highest solemnity and exertion sell the earth according to any other principle."
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Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) 

"The land, the earth God gave to man for his home, sustenance and support, should never be the possession of any man, corporation, society or unfriendly government, any more than the air or water if as much... an individual or company or enterprise requiring land should hold no more than is required for their home and sustenance, and never more than they have in actual use in the prudent management of their legitimate business, and this much should not be permitted when it creates an exclusive monopoly." (Abraham Lincoln and the Men of His Time, Browne, Dr. Robert) 
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Horace Greeley (1811-1872) abolitionist 

"Whenever the ownership of the soil is so engrossed by a small part of the community that the far larger part are compelled to pay whatever the few may see fit to exact for the privilege of occupying and cultivating the Earth, there is something very much like slavery."
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Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910)

Tolstoy kept a photo of Henry George on his desk. His dying words to passengers on a train were to tax land alone. He once said this to the Russian Czar: 
"People do not argue with the teachings of George, they simply do not know it. And it is impossible to do otherwise with his teaching, for he who becomes acquainted with it cannot but agree.”
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Mark Twain (1835-1910) 

"The earth belongs to the people. I believe in the gospel of the Single Tax." 
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Henry Ford (1863-1947)

"We ought to tax all idle land the way Henry George said – tax it heavily, so that its owners would have to make it productive."
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Albert Einstein (1879-1955) 

"Men like Henry George are rare, unfortunately. One cannot imagine a more beautiful combination of intellectual keenness, artistic form, and fervent love of justice." 
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Helen Keller (1880-1968) 

"Who reads shall find in Henry George's philosophy a rare beauty and power of inspiration, and a splendid faith in the essential nobility of human nature." 
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Milton Friedman (1912-)  

"Land should be taxed as much as possible and improvements as little as possible." 
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Four Nobel prize winning economists

In 1991, 30 economists, including three then Nobel-prize winners (one signer,  William Vickrey, [pictured] winning the prize later), signed a letter to Soviet president Mikhail Gorbachev advising him that “It is important that the rent of land be retained as a source of government revenue” (Tideman, 1991, p. 226). Had this prescription been heeded either by this last Soviet president or his Russian successor, along with secure and untaxed property rights to labor and investments, the massive capital flight and the financial crises in large part due to tax evasion in Russia may well have been avoided. Nevertheless, this letter demonstrates that rent-based public finance continues to have adherents among economists of diverse backgrounds.
- Fred E. Foldvary, Public Revenue from Land Rent 
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More about Henry George 

It is largely thanks to Henry George that New Yorkers have their common land, their city’s heart and lungs, Central Park. It was a Georgist, Emma Lazarus, who wrote the words that are inscribed on the Statue of Liberty: “Give me your tired, your poor/ Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free.” It was a Georgist, Lizzie Magie, who invented the game of Monopoly (or rather, its predecessor, "The Landlord's Game") as a way to explain how land monopoly impoverishes everybody except the rich. Georgist Daniel C. Beard founded the Boy Scouts of America. Scopes lawyer Clarence Darrow was a Georgist. George Bernard Shaw was a Georgist. John Dewey was a Georgist. And Aldous Huxley and Bertrand Russell and numerous political leaders and economists, right up to the present day.
Summary

Dr. E. F. Goldman, Princeton historian, wrote, 
"For some years prior to 1952 I was working on a history of American reform and over and over again my research ran into this fact: an enormous number of men and women, strikingly different people, men and women who were to lead 20th century America in a dozen fields of humane activity, wrote or told someone that their whole thinking had been redirected by reading Progress and Poverty in their formative years. In this respect no other book came anywhere near comparable influence, and I would like to add this word of tribute to a volume which magically catalyzed the best yearnings of our fathers and grandfathers." 
Here are a few quote from others who believe it is the answer to economic injustice:
Pliny the Elder (23-79), Roman naturalist, concluded, "Land monopoly ruined Rome." 

Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919), the steel magnate, noted, "The most comfortable, but also the most unproductive way for a capitalist to increase his fortune, is to put all monies in sites and await that point in time when a society, hungering for land, has to pay his price."

Landlords can exploit tenants as easily as masters can slaves. Aristotle (384-322 BC) wrote that in the 7th century BC, "the whole land (of Attica) was in the hands of a few, and if the cultivators did not pay their rents, they became subject to bondage..." (The Constitution of Athens) 

Two thousand years later, (7) Arthur Schopenhauer (1788-1860), German philosopher, noted, "Whether it is the man or the earth I own, the bird or its food, it is essentially the same thing." 

Horace Greeley (1811-1872), the anti-slavery crusader, elaborated, "Whenever the ownership of the soil is so engrossed by a small part of the community that the far larger part are compelled to pay whatever the few may see fit to exact for the privilege of occupying and cultivating the Earth, there is something very much like slavery." Consider how some modern farm owners treat farm workers. 

Besides this direct exploitation, there are indirect ones. As Winston Churchill noted, "land monopoly is not the only monopoly, but ... it is the mother of all other ... monopolies." 

Pierre Joseph Proudhon (1809-1865), French journalist/anarchist, elaborated: "As long as land monopoly is maintained, the few can take possession of what Nature free of charge has granted to everyone, and usury will penetrate the whole society, and we will have banks, which instead of being servants for the exchange of goods will become powerful extorters." 

John Maynard Keynes (1883-1946), the third great economist in the triumvirate with Smith and Marx, put this analysis in modern economese. "There have been times when it was probably the craving for the ownership of land, independently of its yield, which served to keep up the rate of interest... The high rates of interest from mortgages on land, often exceeding the probable net yield from cultivating the land, have been a familiar feature of many agricultural economies ... The competition of a high interest-rate on mortgages may well have had the same effect in retarding the growth of wealth from current investment in newly produced capital-assets, as high interest rates on long-term debts have had in more recent times." (The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money, 1936, pp. 250, 358, 241) 

Abolitionist president Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) decided, "The land, the earth God gave to man for his home, sustenance and support, should never be the possession of any man, corporation, society or unfriendly government, any more than the air or water if as much... an individual or company or enterprise requiring land should hold no more than is required for their home and sustenance, and never more than they have in actual use in the prudent management of their legitimate business, and this much should not be permitted when it creates an exclusive monopoly." (Abraham Lincoln and the Men of His Time, Browne, Dr. Robert) 

Voltaire (1694-1778), more than a millennium later in the Age of Enlightenment, had his character Candide say, "The fruits of the earth are a common heritage of all, to which each man has equal right." His colleague, (19) Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778), said, "You are undone if you once forget that the fruits of the earth belong to us all, and the earth itself to no one." 

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826), author of the Declaration of Independence and with Ben Franklin the most inventive and intellectual of the Founding Fathers, wrote, "The earth is given as a common stock for men to labor and to live on... Wherever in any country there are idle lands and unemployed poor, it is clear that the laws of property have been so far extended as to violate natural right. Everyone may have land to labor for himself, if he chooses; or, preferring the exercise of any other industry, may exact for it such compensation as not only to afford a comfortable subsistence, but wherewith to provide for a cessation from labor in old age." (Notes on Virginia, 1791) 

Henry George (1839-1897), author of Progress and Poverty (1879) which outsold every book of its era but the Bible, distinguished between creation and production and urged us to "abolish all taxation save on the value of land." 

Mencius, the philosopher and contemporary of Confuscius in ancient China, said: 밒n the market places, charge land-rent, but don't tax the goods; or make concise regulations and don't even charge rent. Do this, and all the merchants in the realm will be pleased and will want to set up shop in your markets. At the borders, make inspections but don't charge tariffs, then all the travelers in the realm will be pleased and will want to traverse your highways." 2A: 5. A new translation by Charles Muller. www.human.toyogakuen-u.ac.jp/~acmuller/contao/. (Tom Sherrard.) 

John Stuart Mill (1806-1873), English philosopher and economist, wrote, "Landlords grow rich in their sleep without working, risking or economizing. The increase in the value of land, arising as it does from the efforts of an entire community, should belong to the community and not the individual who might hold title." 

Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910), who kept a photo of Henry George on his desk and whose dying words to passengers on a train were to tax land alone, told the Russian Czar and the world that "people do not argue with the teachings of George, they simply do not know it. And it is impossible to do otherwise with his teaching, for he who becomes acquainted with it cannot but agree." 

Dr. Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925), father of modern China, wrote, "The teachings of Henry George will be the basis of our program of reform... The (land tax) as the only means of supporting the government is an infinitely just, reasonable, and equitably distributed tax... The centuries of heavy and irregular taxation for the benefit of the manchus have shown China the injustice of any other system of taxation."

Albert Einstein (1879-1955) said, "Men like Henry George are rare, unfortunately. One cannot imagine a more beautiful combination of intellectual keenness, artistic form, and fervent love of justice." 

Helen Keller (1880-1968) wrote, "Who reads shall find in Henry George's philosophy a rare beauty and power of inspiration, and a splendid faith in the essential nobility of human nature." (In a letter to a Mr. Hennessy dated 1930 Jan 14) 

Sir Winston Churchill (1874-1965) said, "I have made speeches by the yard on the subject of land value taxation, and you know what a supporter I am of that policy." 

Gen. Douglas MacArthur (1880-1964), commander of the US occupation force in Japan after World War II, hired Carl Shoup to help him reform land holding and thereby rebuild Japan. Their revision of the Japanese Constitution reversed the rent ratio between owners (whose portion dropped from 2/3 to 1/3) and tenants (whose rose from 1/3 to 2/3). Shoup also simplified Japan's tax code, facilitating investment. James Michener in his novel Hawaii created a fictional version of Shoup who endorsed the single tax on land. The New York Times' lengthy obit quoted Shoup's colleague, C. Lowell Harris, emeritus Columbia and member of and Advisor to the Geonomy Society. 

Confucius (BC 551-479), Chinese philosopher, said, "When the Great Way prevailed, natural resources were fully used for the benefit of all and not appropriated for selfish ends... This was the Age of the Great Commonwealth of peace and prosperity." 

What keeps down such a sound idea? Brand Whitlock (1869-1934), former U.S. Ambassador to Belgium, said, "The Single Tax will wait, I fancy, for years, since it is so fundamental and mankind never attacks fundamental problems until it has exhausted all the superficial ones." 

It seems we must hit bottom first. Yet perhaps we can just imagine the worst, then work our way out. (101) Aldous Huxley (1894-1963) in the preface to his Brave New World Revisited (p. viii), wrote, "If I were now to rewrite the book, I would offer a third alternative ... the possibility of sanity. Economics would be decentralist and Henry Georgian." May this sane way out of our modern dilemma yet attract a critical mass of thoughtful reformers.

QUOTES FROM FAMOUS THINKERS BY COUNTRY ON SHARING NATURE/LAND RENT

Argentina

Argentina SWOT Analysis 

"While profiting of the land as a trade object and not collecting land rent, property rights become a mechanism to live off other people's work.... the monopolizing of lands and the private appropriation of land rent are extremely violent acts." 
Héctor Raúl Sandler, Director, Instituto de Capacitacion Economica - Para la constitucion de una nueva economia nacional http://www.icepal.com.ar/
Argentina: Country of the Permanent Crisis
Unveiling the Mystery: Roots of the Argentinean Crisis
Develando El Misterio Para El Libro 



Australia
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Alfred Deakin said (first Prime Minister of Australia) 

"The whole of the people have the right to the ownership of land and the right to share in the value of land itself, though not to share in the fruits of land which properly belong to the individuals by whose labour they are produced." 
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Walter Burley Griffin (1876 - 1937), designer of Canberra, and member of Chicago Single Tax Club: 

"Without being familiar with political affairs in Australia, I cannot refrain from extending congratulations to your Government on the stand it has taken to maintain for the Commonwealth in perpetuity the rental value of the capital site. Failure to do this everywhere is largely responsible for distortion and prevention of natural city growth, nowhere better exemplified than in our own capital, Washington, where speculative holdings perverted the development from a splendid start with far-seeing plan, and where the financial benefits of the nation's backing are now accruing to private individuals." (In a letter to the Minister of Home Affairs in September 1912) 
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Clyde Cameron (Federal Minister for Labour in the 1972- 1975 Whitlam government): 

"Rent is not a tax! It is merely giving to the community a rental equivalent of the special advantage of being allowed to hold the exclusive possession of a piece of land which due to its location or productivity, gives its possessor an advantage others don't enjoy." 

"It is better to pay a small amount of land tax (rent) on your block of land than to pay a large amount in income tax and indirect taxation." 





I do not deny that all taxes, with the exception of those on economic rent and inherited wealth, have some [adverse] employment and economic growth effects. 
John Howard, Liberal, Prime Minister of Australia 

"We of the Australian Labor Party have always believed that the land is the patrimony of the people and that nobody has a complete and absolute title to it. ...The land belongs to the people, and its use must be safeguarded and protected at all times ... 

"We have always believed in the land tax, and when happy days come again we shall restore the measure imposing the tax to the statute book of this country." 
Arthur Calwell, Leader, Australian Labor Party, Hansard, Vol 221, pp 165-170 passim 



"Around the world the demand for land rights becomes ever more strident. The possibility of eventual confrontation between the 'haves' and the 'have nots' on the land question awaits only an awakening by the landless masses to the enormity of the crime involved in the denial of what must be surely the most basic of human rights to share equitably in the bounty of the earth" 
Sir Allen Fairhall, Liberal, Federal MP 1949-1969 and Minister in Menzies, Holt, McEwen, and Gorton governments. 

"Was ever so simple a remedy offered to a sick world? Cease imposing taxation on anything that is the result of human effort, and collect your public revenue by taking the only element of value that remains, i.e., the rent of land - then expect to see poverty disappear and an equitable distribution of wealth established. Such in brief is the message of him in whom the force of a powerful intellect was joined to fervid passions." 
Edward John Craigie, Independent, SA MP (1930-1941 

The Australian aborigines, many of whom lived in harmony with nature, testified at a British Parliament hearing in 1988: "our land claim doesn't take one piece of land from anybody." How? They instead claimed a share Rent – from which they could restore their culture. 

Austria

Austrian Green Party (below in “From Taking to Sharing”) advocates the Environmental Tax Shift and a social salary. 

Bangladesh

Bangladesh business news on land tax
By F. H. M. Masoom, Financial Express, March 20, 2007 

The owners of the properties whose value increase year to year enjoy the unearned increment without contributing anything towards the development of the country. To tax them is most justified and not to tax them is unethical. 

Brazil

John Paul II said in Brazil in 1991, "The high concentration of land ownership demands a just agrarian reform. It has no justification whatsoever." 

Canada

David Suzuki, the British Columbia geneticist and TV show host, authored an article distributed thru-out Canada (1995 Feb 11) that seconded Herman Daly (#s 15, 43, 116, & 121): "Raise the bulk of public revenue from taxes on thru-put either at the depletion or pollution end. Keep progressivity by taxing very high incomes and subsidizing very low incomes." 

The Green Party (Canada) believes that taxation is a tool that should be used to achieve policy objectives. Resource use taxes and land value levies should be used to provide incentives to businesses and citizens to conserve energy and resources and to use land more efficiently. 

Green Party of British Columbia leader, Tom Hetherington, in spring 2000 said, “Our tax shift program is built on five points: by taxing pollution we would scrap small business taxes; by taxing resource consumption we would slash income tax; by taxing land values we would control urban sprawl; by taxing high energy draw development projects we would encourage sustainable town centers; by taxing automobile use we would ease grid lock and encourage public transit.” 

British Columbia's Victorian Transportation Policy Institute, run by Todd Litman lists a bibliography of over 70 entries on funding transit from rent in the Online TDM Encyclopedia (www.vtpi.org). 

"The six eastern provinces in Canada have always used the capital system. The four western provinces have adopted the site valuation system in part. The rural areas in the three prairie provinces reduced the taxes on improvements a full 100% early in this century. Between 1903 and 1913 western Canada, under the capital system, experienced a boom of disastrous proportions. During that period land values in Regina increased from $10,490,720 in 1909 to $82,490,720 in 1914 - increase $71,718,390, or 684%; in Edmonton from $5,314,405 to $191,283,979 - increase $185,969,575, or 3500%; in Calgary from $2,289,655 to $120,801,588 - increase $118,511,933, or 5180%. During the boom both rural and urban municipalities in a frantic but belated effort to check it began to adopt the site value system. It was too late. All four provinces reeled under the shock of the depression. There was a disastrous crash in both land and improvement values. Its effects lasted until well into the thirties. During this period some municipalities increased their taxes on improvements in part. It has been claimed that these developments prove that the site value system was a failure. The facts are that in its early days it never had a chance to succeed. Most of the urban municipalities have continued to exempt improvements from taxation by percentages that run from small to as high as 70%." 

For more information or copies of reports and studies by the Canadian Research Committee on Taxation, contact us. 

Chartered by the CanadianGovernment since 1964 as a non-profit organisation. 

China

Xun Quang Xunzi, 3rd c. BC "Heaven has its reasons, Earth has its resources, Man has his political order, thus forming with the first two a triad. But he would err if he failed to respect the ground rules of this triad and infringed on the other two." 

Confucius (BC 551-479), Chinese philosopher, said, "When the Great Way prevailed, natural resources were fully used for the benefit of all and not appropriated for selfish ends... This was the Age of the Great Commonwealth of peace and prosperity." 

Mencius, the philosopher and contemporary of Confucius in ancient China, said: “In the market places, charge land-rent, but don't tax the goods; or make concise regulations and don't even charge rent. Do this, and all the merchants in the realm will be pleased and will want to set up shop in your markets. At the borders, make inspections but don't charge tariffs, then all the travelers in the realm will be pleased and will want to traverse your highways." 2A: 5. A new translation by Charles Muller. www.human.toyogakuen-u.ac.jp/~acmuller/contao/. (Tom Sherrard.) 

Dr. Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925), father of modern China, wrote, "The teachings of Henry George will be the basis of our program of reform... The (land tax) as the only means of supporting the government is an infinitely just, reasonable, and equitably distributed tax... The centuries of heavy and irregular taxation for the benefit of the manchus have shown China the injustice of any other system of taxation." 

When modern, enlightened cities levy land taxes, the burdens upon the common people are lightened, and many other advantages follow. If Canton city should now collect land taxes according to land values, the government would have a large and steady source of funds for administration. The whole place could be put into good order. 

But at present, the rising land values in Canton all go to the landowners themselves -- they do not belong to the community. The government has no regular income, and so to meet expenses it has to levy all sorts of miscellaneous taxes upon the common people. This burden upon the common people is too heavy; they are always having to pay out taxes and so are terribly poor -- and the number of poor people in China is enormous. The reasons for the heavy burdens upon the poor are the unjust system of taxation practiced by the government, and the unequal distribution of land power and the failure to solve the land problem. If we can put the land tax completely into effect, the land problem will be solved and the common people will not have to endure such suffering. 

Sun Yat Sen, Chinese revolutionary, "Father of the Nation", first president of the Republic of China, co-founder of the Kuomintang 

China raises one of its rates on some land
China Information Daily, 2007 

The rate for annual land-use taxes was increased to triple the previous rate, which varied depending on the city size and type of land use. The reason for the increase, according to government sources, was an attempt at "bringing better control and better planning to the development and redevelopment of land." Property prices have skyrocketed because of run-away land investment, and these, as well as other measures, are the government's attempt to cool investment and thereby avoid a potential market crash. 

Cuba

...one of the most cogent and audacious thinkers, ...George's book was a revelation not only for the workers, but also for the intellectuals. Only Darwin, in the natural sciences, left an impression comparable to that of George in the social sciences. ...His devotion can be compared to the love of Nazareen, expressed in the language of our times. ... 
José Martí, leader of the Cuban independence movement and noted poet and writer 

France

"Thus the form of assessment which is the most simple, the most regular, the most profitable to the state, and the least burdensome to the tax-payers, is that which is made proportionate to and laid directly on the source of continually regenerated wealth (land)." 
- Francois Quesnay, (1694 - 1774), French physician and economist around whom the Physiocrats were formed. 

The French physiocrats, (27) Dr. Francois Quesnay (1694-1774) and (28) Baron A. R. Jacques Turgot (1727-1781) simplified this thought and coined the phrase "l'impot unique" ("the single tax"). One of the Enlightenment's wise men, Mirabeau the Elder, held that their discovery would be a "social advance equal to the inventions of writing and money." 

Voltaire (1694-1778) had his character Candide say, "The fruits of the earth are a common heritage of all, to which each man has equal right." 

Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778), said, "You are undone if you once forget that the fruits of the earth belong to us all, and the earth itself to no one." 

Pierre Joseph Proudhon (1809-1865), French journalist/anarchist, elaborated: "As long as land monopoly is maintained, the few can take possession of what Nature free of charge has granted to everyone, and usury will penetrate the whole society, and we will have banks, which instead of being servants for the exchange of goods will become powerful extorters." 

Germany

Arthur Schopenhauer (1788-1860), German philosopher, noted, "Whether it is the man or the earth I own, the bird or its food, it is essentially the same thing." 

Silvio Gesell (1862-1930), German reformer, earned fame for the successful application of his monetary reform in Austria between the world wars. John Maynard Keynes and Irving Fisher cited his proposal of allowing local currencies and requiring savers to buy stamps for their savings, so people would spend instead, keeping bills circulating. In his main work, The Natural Economic Order through Free Land and Free Money, Gesell rejected the association of "blood" with "land". The whole earth is an integral organ; everyone should be free to travel and settle anywhere. Gesell advocated an open world market without monopolies, customs frontiers, and colonial conquest. Inspired by Henry George, whose Single Tax on land value had become known in Germany, Gesell called upon government to buy land and lease it to the highest bidder and to forgo taxation. Since the amount of Rent depends on population density, Gesell would distribute Rent to mothers, freeing them from working fathers, letting the sexes relate for love. Gesell's reform is a third way, "a market economy without capitalism". 

The German Institute for Economic Research, contracted by Greenpeace, concluded in their Economic Bulletin (v 31, n 7) that "an energy tax returned to firms as a reduction in employers' social insurance contributions and to private households as a per capita allowance ("eco bonus") would be feasible in legal terms and have positive effects even if implemented in a single country." 

German Green Margrit Kennedy (#128) in Interest And Inflation Free Money (1988, p 32) elaborates: "a combination of private use and communal ownership would be the most advantageous solution for achieving social justice and allowing individual growth... (society) would buy up all its land and lease it out to its inhabitants... The constitution of ... Germany describes land as an asset which carries a 'social' responsibility.” (Editor comment: But why buy the land? If society is to compensate landholders, why not the landless?) 

Dr. Margrit Kennedy (cited above in “Property of whom?”) claimed that the increase in German land and building value from 1950 to 1980 was enough to give every German DM800 a month for life. (Editor note: One wonders how much the dividend would be from only the land value.) 

Greece

Princess Alice of Greece (1885-1967), mother of Prince Philip, the consort to the Queen of England, wrote, "I have studied Henry George. The idea of a Single Tax could contribute to the economic restoration of our country." (Athens daily paper, Proia, 22 May 1927) 

India

Punjab News, 28 January 2007 
By G.S.Bhalla, professor in the department of Commerce and Business Management, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar 

"Taxing unearned income is preferable to taxing earned income. The tax shift to resource use and community-generated land values will distribute income more fairly without dependence on income and business taxation to redistribute income. Taxing unearned income (resources, land) and not earned income (jobs, profits) will reduce the rich-poor gap since the rich are always in a better position to capture unearned or windfall income by their ability to hold assets that they do not have to consume. Pay for what you take, not for what you make. Businesses should not be taxed for hiring people or for earning a profit, but should be charged for using resources and polluting the planet. People should not be taxed for earning an income or purchasing products but should be charged for the value of land they own and the resources used in the products they buy. Resource use and polluting are privileges not rights, and businesses and consumers should pay for these privileges." 

Ireland

"The Irish Famine of 1846 is example and proof. The corn crops were sufficient to feed the island. But the landlords would have their rents in spite of famine and in defiance of fever. They took the whole harvest and left hunger to those who raised it. Had the people of Ireland been the landlords of Ireland, not a human creature would have died of hunger, nor the failure of the potato been considered a matter of any consequence." 
- James Fintan Lalor, (1807 - 49), Irish patriot 

The Irish Green Party's Manifesto (1989) states, "The land tax, used together with energy and other ('sin') taxes (and user fees) as a source of funding of guaranteed basic income, is a means of ensuring that everyone shares in the wealth of the land by virtue of citizenship." 

FEASTA LAND & HOUSING GROUP - Rampant inflation in land and house prices has been a defining characteristic of Ireland's 'Tiger Economy'. This trend has in several ways been beneficial for the Government parties, for developers, landowners, mortgage lenders, estate agents, private sector landlords and many property owners. At the same time the younger first-time buyer, tenants and the poor have suffered. Many young families are now heavily indebted for cheaply built houses located far from their workplace and from public/community facilities. Tenants are also paying exorbitant rents to live near their college or place of employment. Though much has been written about the housing crisis our policy makers and mainstream commentators have little to offer in terms of solutions it would seem. 

Land Value Tax: Unfinished Business November 2004 by Emer Ó Siochrú This paper is reprinted, with permission, from the book A Fairer Tax System For A Fairer Ireland, published by the CORI Justice Commission. The book also contains papers by Tom Dunne and Richard Douthwaite. It can be downloaded in its entirety from the CORI website, in PDF format, at www.cori.ie/justice/publications/papers/A_Fairer_Tax_System.pdf. 

Quotes found in Land Value Tax: Unfinished Business 

I would abolish land monopoly by simply taxing all land, exclusive of improvements, up to its full value...In other words, I would recognize private property in the results of labour, and not in land. 
Davitt, Michael, Some Suggestions for the Final Settlement of the Land Question(1902) 

Thus the land question remained possibly the most potent political issue in rural Ireland long after independence and one of the great determinants of political survival and decline" (P229-30 Dooley.) 
Dooley, Terence, Land for the People; The land Question in Independent Ireland, 2004, UCD Dublin 

This common right of each human being to benefit from the Earth's natural capital should be protected and respected by legitimate governments at the appropriate level. 
- Emer Ó Siochrú 

In Ireland, one of the reasons why it is expensive to buy a house is that it is cheap to own one, there being no property taxes (rates) on residences and the exchequer (or, rather, taxpayers who do not have a mortgage) pays some of the interest relief. This subsidized ownership raises the demand for housing, to the benefit of builders, landowners and mortgage lenders. 32 (P118, Bristow) 
Bristow, J, Taxation in Ireland : An Economist Perspective, 2004, Institute of Public Administration, Dublin 

When the particular identity most of us inherited was taking shape in the later 19th century, affinity with the land was at the heart of it. Perhaps this is an opportune time to look back at the ideals that shaped that evolving modern Irish sense of identity. If we can recover it and bring it to fruition it perhaps never fully attained in the past, perhaps we may be able to shape it to an authentic mode of bioregionalism appropriate to Ireland: authentic in the way it is grounded in tradition, but fuelled by the advances and insights of modern ecology and modern agricultural principles of sustainability and environmental responsibility. 36 (Feehan, John, P. 526) 
Feehan, John, Farming in Ireland, 2003, Faculty of Agriculture UCD 

For contacts with those interested in land value taxation for Ireland connect with FEASTA - The Foundation for the Economics of Sustainability. Contact the FEASTA Land and Housing Group Chair, Emer O-Siochru. Email: land at feasta dot org 

Japan

Gen. Douglas MacArthur (1880-1964), commander of the US occupation force in Japan after World War II, hired Carl Shoup to help him reform land holding and thereby rebuild Japan. Their revision of the Japanese Constitution reversed the rent ratio between owners (whose portion dropped from 2/3 to 1/3) and tenants (whose rose from 1/3 to 2/3). 

Kenya

"When the white man came we had the land and they had the Bible. They taught us to pray with our eyes closed and when we opened them, they had the land and we had the Bible." 
- Jomo Kenyatta, (1889 - 1978), prime minister of Kenya 

Netherlands

Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677), Dutch philosopher, wrote, "The whole soil should be public property." 

Nigeria

A method described in Native Races and Their Rulers, a book explaining the scheme of land tenure introduced by the "Land and Native Rights Proclamation" of Northern Nigeria, 1910, shows how this can be grafted on to tribal custom to confer complete security of tenure and avoid exploitation of workers and land speculation. 

The Philippines

Philippines business news on land tax
By Antonio V. Osmeña, Sun Star, April 11, 2007 

In many urban areas, particularly those of high population concentration, vacant land or lots with blighted structures should be assessed and taxed in excess of their contribution to overall real estate market value, in order to stimulate its use, to discourage the holding of vacant urban land for speculative purposes, and to encourage improvement of blighted structures. 

Filipino writer and theologian Charles Avila, in his profoundly important book entitled Ownership: Early Christian Teachings, explored the early church fathers' view of property rights in land. He contrasted these teachings to Roman property rights law. In his chapter on "The Concept of Ownership" Avila states: 

The concentration of property in private hands began very early in Rome and was indeed based on the foundational and legitimizing idea of absolute and exclusive individual ownership in land. This was the same idea which would come to form the basis of the slave-owning, the feudal, and the capitalist (including the pseudo-socialist, or state-capitalist) economic systems successively. Modern civilization has not yet discarded this antiquated ownership concept, which was originally derived from ancient Rome. In fact, it seems to us, this is one of the main roots of the present global crisis, in which the rich become richer because the poor become poorer. 

Avila further noted that "the distinction in legal terminology between "real" and "personal" property is the survival in words of an ancient real distinction between property held in both theory and practice as common by its very nature and property which was the fruit of one's labor." Avila said that modern social thinkers "advocate the promotion of social justice without stopping to think that individual ownership of nature's bounty might be socially unjust in itself. And yet patristic thought insisted long ago that there can be no real justice, or abolition of poverty, if the koina, the common natural elements of production, are appropriated in ownership by individuals." 

Russia

The only indubitable means of improving the position of the workers, which is at the same time in conformity with the will of God, consists in the liberation of the land from its usurpation by the landlords. …The most just and practicable scheme, in my opinion, is that of Henry George, known as the single-tax system. 

Leo Tolstoy, Christian anarchist, pacifist, author "War and Peace" “Resurrection” "Anna Karenina" widely regarded as one of the greatest novelists of all time 

"The only thing that would pacify the people now is the introduction of the Land Value Taxation system of Henry George. The land is common to all; all have the same right to it." - Leo Tolstoy, (1828 - 1910) 

"This sin (of land ownership) can be undone, not by political reform, nor Socialist schemes for the future, not by revolution in the present, and still less by philanthropic assistance or government organisation for the purchase and distribution of land amongst the peasants ….The method of solving the land problem has been elaborated by Henry George to a degree of perfection that under the existing state organisation and compulsory taxation, it is impossible to invent any better, more just, practical and peaceful solution." - Leo Tolstoy, (1828 - 1910) 

Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910), who kept a photo of George on his desk and whose dying words to passengers on a train were to tax land alone, told the Russian Czar and the world that "people do not argue with the teachings of George, they simply do not know it. And it is impossible to do otherwise with his teaching, for he who becomes acquainted with it cannot but agree." 

By 1875, Marx recognized the monopoly power of the land. In a letter, he wrote (making much of his earlier criticism on taxing land values moot): "In present-day society the instruments of labour are the monopoly of the landowners (the monopoly of property in land is even the basis of the monopoly of capital) and the capitalists … the capitalist is usually not even the owner of the land on which his factory stands.". 

The proper application of Georgian taxation of land values is a tax upon the mentality of a people beyond the capacity of a Nation not ten percent of whom have learned to read. They can't understand it. They can only understand socialism at present. Some day, with a higher level of intelligence, we may adopt the taxation of land values and enjoy economic freedom, but not now. 
Lenin, as quoted by Raymond Robins after an interview following the war, Globe Democrat, St Louis, Jan 27, 1934 

V. I. Lenin (1870-1924), who read Progress and Poverty and decided in favor of the gospel according to Karl Marx, complemented George by critiquing him: "George's program was alright for individualist democracy – but collectivism was now forced by the machine age." (LAND AND FREEDOM, 1942, July/August) 

"Proceeds from the exploitation and sale of resources often greatly exceeds the costs of exploitation, creating "economic rents," part of which can and should be captured for the budget. Rent taxation is desirable because it does not affect decisions about investment, production techniques or the timing and quantity of output. By comparison, most other forms of taxation...do affect these decisions and can threaten the optimal exploitation of resources." 
- Christine E. Wallich, "Fiscal Decentralization: Intergovernmental Relations in Russia," World Bank Paper No. 6, 1992 

On November 7, 1991, on the initiative of economist Nic Tideman, 27 prominent economists signed a letter (November 7, 1990) advising Gorbachev to capture land rent to smooth the transition to a market economy. Eight of the signers won the Nobel Prize, including: James Buchanan, Franco Modigliani, Herbert Simon, Robert Solow, James Tobin and William Vickrey. Go to: http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Open_letter_to_Mikhail_Gorbachev(1991) 

Republic of South Africa

The world's problems can all be reduced to difficulties arising from injustice, from disregard of the dignity and of the inherent natural rights of the individual. The law of human progress is the moral law. In no country do we find real freedom for the individual. The greatest inroad on that freedom is made by our present land system. It places the landless at the mercy of the landlords who, because of that system, have the power to determine the conditions on which the former may obtain permission to live and work. 

Our proposed land value policy would enable less developed countries to help themselves and, over a not very long period, to embark on the works they need. Possession of the freehold is not essential to improvement of land. The long leases which have been the vogue in many prosperous countries are convincing proof of that. Actually, however, it is easily possible to provide a title with all the security of freehold under our policy, while retaining for the community all the value conferred on the land by the presence of the community. The application might have to vary accord -mg to whether the country is highly industrialized or is still in the tribal state, but in essentials it will be the same. – Frank A.W. Lucas, President (1955-59) of International Union for Land Value Taxation and Free Trade, and former Judge of the Supreme Court Of South Africa. 

In respect of development Mr Moriarty Joburg Councillor is quoted in Property Rates Act; Beware the Unintended Fallout by Kevin O Grady Business Day Editor at Large June 30th 2004:- 

Opposition parties are watching the process carefully, and Mike Moriarty, the Johannesburg leader of the Democratic Alliance, admits that predictions of massive rates increases are based on a "fairly facile analysis". 

Yet Moriarty is worried about other likely consequences of the new law, favouring as it does the owners of vacant land over developers of property. 

"The biggest failing of this act was the lack of a provision for a place like Johannesburg to either tax a lower tax on the improvements or a comparatively higher tax on the land, or have no tax on the improvements at all," he says." 

If you're going to have a big discount on an empty piece of land, and if you're going to face a heavier burden by having improvements on your property, well that's a disincentive to build houses. 

"It's going to have an effect on the economy, like it or not, and I don't think government saw it coming." 

Mr Y. Carrim MP the then Chairperson of the Parliamentary Local Government Portfolio Committee when he introduced the notion during the Property Rates Bill hearings:- 

That you could have variable valuations in the Bill with the two options: land or improvements. He repeated that it was possible to do this in the Bill. 

Extract from Parliamentary Monitoring Group minutes 13 Aug 2003 

Taiwan

"There is probably no country between Japan and Israel where there has been such an improvement in the material and social well-being of the little man, as in Taiwan, or where he has greater control over the important decisions affecting his immediate livelihood. The rural progress of the farmers has not been subsidized by taxes on the urban and industrial sectors but paid out of the farmer's increased productivity." - James Grant, former president of the Overseas Development Council and current Director of UNESCO 

The productive farmers of Taiwan had gained access to their own land, a promise made a quarter century before Sun Yat Sen. The productivity and the incentive generated by land being held in the hands of the tiller meant that the income of the lowest fifth of the population could increase. The ratio of income from the richest twenty percent to the poorest twenty percent declined from 15:1 in 1950 before land reform to 4.5:1 in 1969. 

United Kingdom

John Locke (1632-1704), English philosopher, reminded them, "When the 'sacredness' of property is talked of, it should be remembered that any such sacredness does not belong in the same degree to landed property." 

Adam Smith (1720-1790), the father of economics, wrote in his classic, The Wealth of Nations, that "Both ground rents and the ordinary rent of land are a species of revenue which the owner, in many cases, enjoys without any care or attention of his own... Ground rents seem, in this respect, a more proper subject of peculiar taxation... Nothing can be more reasonable than that a fund which owes its existence to the good government of the state should be taxed peculiarly…" Vol 3, Book 5, Ch 2, Pt 2, Art 1, P 289 

John Stuart Mill (1806-1873), English philosopher and economist, wrote, "Landlords grow rich in their sleep without working, risking or economizing. The increase in the value of land, arising as it does from the efforts of an entire community, should belong to the community and not the individual who might hold title." 

William Ogilvie (1736 - 1819) "The earth having been given to mankind in common occupancy, each individual seems to have by nature a right to possess and cultivate an equal share. This right is little different from that which he has to the free use of the open air and running water; though not so indispensably requisite at short intervals for his actual existence, it is not less essential to the welfare and right state of his life through all its progressive stages." 

In England in 1648 the Diggers were sounding a lot like land rights prophets. Gerrard Winstanley, in his New Law of Righteousness, clearly saw the forces at play when he said, “The rich, in their enclosure saying ‘this is mine’ and the poor upon the commons saying ‘this is ours, the earth and its fruits are common.’ ... Leave off dominion and lordship one over another for the whole bulk of mankind are but one living earth!” 
- Leonard Hamilton, ed., Gerrard Winstanley: selections from his works (London: The Cresset Press,1944) 



We want to do something to bring the land within the grasp of the people. We want to put an end to the system whereby the land of this country is retailed by the ounce, so that there should not be an extra grain of breathing spaces. . . .The resources of the land are frozen by the old feudal system. I am looking forward to the spring-time, when the thaw will set in, and when the people and the children of the people shall enter into the inheritance that has been given them from on high. 

Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881), Scottish historian who christened economics “the dismal science”, asked, "Who can or who could sell us the earth? Actually the earth belongs to these two: the almighty God and all his children who have ever worked on it or who will ever have worked on it or who will ever have to work on it. No generation of men can or could with even the highest solemnity and exertion sell the earth according to any other principle." 

Tom Paine (1737-1809), who authored Common Sense which catalyzed the American Revolution and coined the phrase "the United States of America", wrote, "Men did not make the earth ... it is the value of the improvement only, and not the earth itself, that is individual property... Every proprietor owes to the community a ground rent for the land which he holds... from this ground-rent ... I ... propose ... to create a National Fund, out of which there shall be paid to every person ... (a) sum." (Agrarian Justice, 1795-6) 

Herbert Spencer (1820-1910), British philosopher and more famous than Marx at the time, said, "Equity does not permit property in land... The world is God's bequest to mankind. All men are joint heirs to it." 

The Landlord is a gentleman who does not earn his wealth. He has a host of agents and clerks that receive for him. He does not even take the trouble to spend his wealth. He has a host of people around him to do the actual spending. He never sees it until he comes to enjoy it. His sole function, his chief pride, is the stately consumption of wealth produced by others. 
- David Lloyd George, 1st Earl Lloyd George of Dwyfor, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, 1916-1922 

William Blackstone (1732-1780), British judge, wrote, "The earth, therefore, and all things therein, are the general property of all mankind, from the immediate gift of the Creator." 

Our moral thoughts are usually cast ultimately into a theological form, and so the land reformer's case is generally opened by a statement like ' the land is God's common gift to all.' Cast in its severely economic form, however, the point is equally effective. Rent is a toll, not a payment for service. By it social values are transferred from social pools into private pockets, and it becomes the means of vast economic exploitation... Rent is obviously a common resource. Differences of fertility and value of site must be equalised by rent, and it ought to go to common funds and be spent in the common interest. 

Ramsey MacDonald, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, 1924 and 1929 – 1935 

Bertrand Russell (1872-1970), British philosopher and mathematician who received the highest score in history on the Cambridge University entrance exam, wrote, "The mere abolition of rent would not remove injustice, since it would confer a capricious advantage upon the occupiers of the best sites and the most fertile land. It is necessary that there should be rent, but it should be paid to the state or to some body which performs public services; or, if the total rental were more than is required for such purposes, it might be paid into a common fund and divided equally among the population." 

Winston Churchill noted, "land monopoly is not the only monopoly, but ... it is the mother of all other ... monopolies 

Winston Churchill: "Land, which is a necessity of human existence, which is the original source of all wealth, which is strictly limited in extent, which is fixed geographical position – land, I say, differs from all other forms of property in these primary and fundamental conditions." 

Winston Churchill put it nearly a century ago, when he was a Liberal: 

“Roads are made… services are improved…and all the while the landlord sits still. Every one of these improvements is effected by the labour and cost of other people and by the taxpayers. To not one of those improvements does the land monopolist, as a land monopolist, contribute, and yet by every one of them the value of his land is enhanced. He renders no service to the community, he contributes nothing to the general welfare, he contributes nothing to the process from which his own enrichment is derived.” 

I have made speeches by the yard on the subject of land value taxation, and you know what a supporter I am of that policy. 

It is quite true that the land monopoly is not the only monopoly which exists, but it is by far the greatest of monopolies -- it is a perpetual monopoly, and it is the mother of all forms of monopoly. 

Nothing is more amusing than to watch the efforts of our monopolist opponents to prove that other forms of property and increment are exactly the same, and are similar in all respects to the unearned increment in land. 

Winston S. Churchill, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, 1940-1945, 1951-1955, Winner 1953 Nobel Prize for Literature 

"It does not matter where you look or what examples you select, you will see that every form of enterprise, every step in material progress is undertaken only after the land monopolist has skimmed the cream off for himself and everywhere today, the man who wishes to put land to the highest use is forced to pay a preliminary fine in land values to the man who is putting it to an inferior use, or no use at all. All comes back to the land value." - Winston Churchill, (1874 - 1965) 

David Lloyd George (1863-1945), British Prime Minister (1917-22) from the Liberal Party, said in a speech at New Castle (1903 Mar 4), "The land question in the towns bears upon (over-crowding). It is all very well to produce 'Housing of Working Class' bills. They will never be effective until you tackle the taxation of land values." 

more crucial over the course of this Parliament than taxation”, he was calling for his Party to lead a debate on how to distribute the tax burden and distribute wealth. Hopefully the words of his Party’s mid-term manifesto early in the first New Labour Government still mean something to those who take that debate forward: “We would … create a more sustainable and fairer tax system by shifting taxation onto pollution and resource usage and off people…”. 

First Viscount Philip Snowden (1864-1937), British economist and politician, between the 20th century's world wars modernized this thought. "There never was a time when the need was greater than it is today for the application of the philosophy and principles of Henry George to the economic and political conditions which are scourging the whole world. The root cause of the world's economic distress is surely obvious to every man who has eyes to see and a brain to understand. So long as land is a monopoly, and men are denied free access to it to apply their labor to its uses, poverty and unemployment will exist. Permanent peace can only be established when men and nations have realized that natural resource should be a common heritage, and used for the good of all mankind... I am of the opinion that rent belongs to society and that no single person has the right to appropriate and enjoy what belongs to society." 

Sir Ronald East (1899 - 1994) "With our system of land tenure, each generation pays an ever-increasing tribute to the landowner. Nearly all the benefit of mechanical invention and discovery, scientific and agricultural development, increased efficiency of labour, improved methods of business go not to the worker, employer or investor industrial stocks, but to the investor in land. It is thus that great fortunes are made - by unearned increment." 

The British Green Party's (in #26) platform (1986) claims, "Rent should never have been allowed to fall into private hands... it should now go back to everybody: it should reduce the burden on effort-based taxes in financing social services and the Basic Income Scheme." 

“The rent/land issue is the root cause of poverty…In time, the public appropriation of rent may come to be seen not as a tax, but as the means by which the common wealth of society is collected and distributed for the benefit of all.” - Mark Braund: The Possibility of Progress 

"None ought to be lords or landlords over another, but the earth is free for every son and daughter of mankind to live free upon." - Gerard Winstanley, (1609? - 1660?) A leader of the 17th century Diggers movement 

The mere abolition of rent would not remove injustice, since it would confer a capricious advantage upon the occupiers of the best sites and the most fertile land. It is necessary that there should be rent, but it should be paid to the state or to some body which performs public services; or, if the total rental were more than is required for such purposes, it might be paid into a common fund and divided equally among the population. 

Bertrand Russell, British philosopher, logician and political activist 

"There never was a time when the need was greater than it is today for the application of the philosophy and principles of Henry George to the economic and political conditions which are scourging the world … Permanent peace can only be established when men and nations have realised that natural resources should be a common heritage." - 1st Viscount Phillip Snowden, (1864 - 1937), British Chancellor of the Exchequer 

"A tax on rent falls wholly on the landlord. There are no means by which he can shift the burden upon anyone else. It does not affect the value or price of agricultural produce, for this is determined by the cost of production in the most unfavourable circumstances, and in those circumstances, as we have so often demonstrated, no rent is paid. A tax on rent, therefore, has no effect other than its obvious one. It merely takes so much from the landlord and transfers it to the State." - John Stuart Mill, (1806 - 1873) English philosopher and social reformer, and an acknowledged major intellectual figures of the 19th century 

Ex-British cabinet economist James Robertson of TOES in his Future Wealth (1989; p 105-6): "tax the site-value of all land in its unimproved state. This tax was first proposed by the 19th century American economist Henry George. We should envisage the eventual removal of all taxes on incomes and value added, savings and financial capital. Taxes will take the form of Rents and charges reasonably paid in exchange either for the use of resources that would otherwise be available for other people, or for damage caused to other people." In his 1994 essay, "Benefits & Taxes", he argues the feasibility of a basic income in lieu of other entitlements 

Green Party of Britain (#8 & #130) in their Manifest for a Sustainable Society (1988): “Without this (tax), the economic pressures of the present land system (including land speculation) will defeat all attempts to remedy ecological and allied problems." 

The UK's Town and Country Planning Association, a legacy of Ebenezer Howard (#1) proposes the Property Tax Shift and their journal published research on the potential of land value taxation by Tony Vickers (Vol. 69, Part 5, 2000). 

United States

Chief Seattle led the Pacific Northwest Indian tribe, the Dwamish, to adapt peacefully to the loss of their land to white settlers. In his 1855 concession speech to his tribe and recently arrived representatives of the US Government, he said, "How can you buy or sell the sky – the warmth of the land? The idea is strange to us... Every part of this earth is sacred to us." 

William Bradford, skipper of The Mayflower, leader of the Pilgrims, and colonizer of Massachusetts, described how to fund their new theocracy in New England in his History of Plimoth Plantation, Book II (pp 358-60 of the original manuscript). Residents would pay Rent for their lot, not taxes on their output. 

William Penn (1644-1718), Quaker founder of Pennsylvania, was one of the first to recognize this attractive possibility. He said, "If all men were so far tenants to the public that the superfluities of grain and expense were applied to the exigencies thereof, it would put an end to taxes". 

Tom Paine (1737-1809), who authored Common Sense which catalyzed the American Revolution and coined the phrase "the United States of America", wrote, "Men did not make the earth ... it is the value of the improvement only, and not the earth itself, that is individual property... Every proprietor owes to the community a ground rent for the land which he holds... from this ground-rent ... I ... propose ... to create a National Fund, out of which there shall be paid to every person ... (a) sum." (Agrarian Justice, 1795-6) 

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826), author of the Declaration of Independence and with Ben Franklin the most inventive and intellectual of the Founding Fathers, wrote, "The earth is given as a common stock for men to labor and to live on... Wherever in any country there are idle lands and unemployed poor, it is clear that the laws of property have been so far extended as to violate natural right. Everyone may have land to labor for himself, if he chooses; or, preferring the exercise of any other industry, may exact for it such compensation as not only to afford a comfortable subsistence, but wherewith to provide for a cessation from labor in old age." (Notes on Virginia, 1791) 

Abraham Lincoln: I respect the man who properly named these villains land sharks. They are like the wretched ghouls who follow a ship and fatten on its offal. 

The land, the earth God gave to man for his home, sustenance and support, should never be the possession of any man, corporation, society or unfriendly government, any more than the air or water -- if as much. An individual or company, or enterprise, acquiring land should hold no more than is required for their home and sustenance, and never more than they have in actual use in the prudent management of their legitimate business, and this much should not be permitted when it creates an exclusive monopoly. 

Poet Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-82): "Grimly the spirit of progress looks into the law of property and accuses men of driving a trade in the great, boundless providence which has given the air, the water, and the land to men to use and not to fence in and monopolize." 

Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, 1861 to 1865. First President of the Republican Party, known as "the Great Emancipator" 

It is the value of the improvement, only, and not the earth itself, that is individual property. Every proprietor, therefore, of cultivated lands, owes the community a ground-rent (for I know of no better term to express the idea) for the land which he holds; and it is from this ground-rent that the fund proposed in this plan is to issue. 

Thomas Paine, intellectual, American revolutionary, author of "Common Sense" and "The Rights of Man" 

"The earth is given as a common stock for men to labor and to live on ... Wherever in any country there are idle lands and unemployed poor, it is clear that the laws of property have been so far extended as to violate natural right". - Thomas Jefferson, (1743 - 1846) 

"Every increase of population, extension of trade, every advance in the arts and sciences would, as we all know, increase the value of land, and the competition that would naturally arise would continue to force rents upward, so much so, that in many cases the tenants would have little or nothing left for themselves." - Mark Twain, (1835 - 1910) 

When we learn that the value of land belongs to all of us, then we will be free men -- no need to legislate to keep men and women from working themselves to death; no need to legislate against the white slave traffic. ...The "single tax" is so simple, so fundamental and so easy to carry into effect that I have no doubt that it will be about the last land reform the world will ever get. People in this world are not often logical. 

Clarence Darrow, American lawyer, leading member of the American Civil Liberties Union, defender of John T. Scopes in the so-called "Monkey" Trial of 1925. 

We ought to tax all idle land the way Henry George said -- tax it heavily, so that its owners would have to make it productive. 

Henry Ford, founder of the Ford Motor Company and developer of the modern assembly line used in mass production. 

"I believe that Henry George was one of those really great thinkers produced by our country." - Franklin D. Roosevelt, (1882 - 1945) 

Helen Keller said of George, "Who reads shall find in Henry George's philosophy a rare beauty and power of inspiration, and a splendid faith in the essential nobility of human nature." 

Horace Greeley (1811-1872), the anti-slavery crusader, elaborated, "Whenever the ownership of the soil is so engrossed by a small part of the community that the far larger part are compelled to pay whatever the few may see fit to exact for the privilege of occupying and cultivating the Earth, there is something very much like slavery." 

John Maynard Keynes (1883-1946), the third great economist in the triumvirate with Smith and Marx, put this analysis in modern economese. "There have been times when it was probably the craving for the ownership of land, independently of its yield, which served to keep up the rate of interest... The high rates of interest from mortgages on land, often exceeding the probable net yield from cultivating the land, have been a familiar feature of many agricultural economies ... The competition of a high interest-rate on mortgages may well have had the same effect in retarding the growth of wealth from current investment in newly produced capital-assets, as high interest rates on long-term debts have had in more recent times." (The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money, 1936, pp. 250, 358, 241) 

Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) decided, "The land, the earth God gave to man for his home, sustenance and support, should never be the possession of any man, corporation, society or unfriendly government, any more than the air or water if as much... an individual or company or enterprise requiring land should hold no more than is required for their home and sustenance, and never more than they have in actual use in the prudent management of their legitimate business, and this much should not be permitted when it creates an exclusive monopoly." (Abraham Lincoln and the Men of His Time, Browne, Dr. Robert) 

Site-value property taxation may also spark greater development in cities by taxing land, not buildings. Unlike traditional taxation -- which rewards developers who put up cheap, tacky housing and strip malls -- site-value taxation gives developers the incentive to build gracious, durable buildings. Allowances for affordable housing, however, need to be part of site-value schemes. 

We need a big debate on different kinds of taxation, to talk about how corporations are freeloading on public services and getting tax breaks while taxes are falling on workers and smaller businesses. We need to open a debate about land taxation and Henry George, to tax bad things, not good things, and not to tax people who go to work every day. 

Ralph Nader, U.S. attorney and political activist, advocate of consumer rights, feminism, environmentalism and Democratic government. Greens candidate for President, founder of almost fifty non-profit organisations. 

Green Party presidential candidate in 1996 and 2000, Ralph Nader (#59): “We subsidize the use of automobiles with highway budgets and tax subsidies for parking facilities. We also pay for automobiles with military expenditures that ensure the flow of oil from foreign lands and underwrite the cleanup costs of gasoline and oil spills that harm the ecosystem… Unlike traditional taxation – which rewards developers who put up cheap, tacky housing and strip malls – site-value taxation gives developers the incentive to build gracious, durable buildings. Allowances for affordable housing, however, need to be part of site-value schemes.” (San Francisco Bay Guardian, 1998 May 12, thanks to Adam Monroe) 

Public Citizen (founded by Ralph Nader, #53) in their booklet, The Road to Trillion Dollar Energy Savings: A Safe Energy Platform (1984; p 22) "Reduce taxes on people and increase taxes on nonrenewables". 

Get America Working, founded by an ex-Carter Administration EPA official, Bill Drayton, at their website say, “By eliminating the payroll tax entirely, and replacing it with a tax on our natural resource wealth, the economy will grow by leaps and bounds.” 

The Oregon Governor's Growth Commission recommended using the rise in site value after expanding the Urban Growth Boundary to fund new infrastructure (1999 Jan). 

Alternatives to Growth Oregon's President Andy Kerr writes in their “25 Actions to End Growth in Oregon” (2000 Aug) among other excellent ideas: “6. Shift the property tax on land and improvements to a tax only on land.” 

Minnesota's Environmental Quality Board in its “Smart Signals: Economics for Lasting Progress” said the current property tax discourages urban redevelopment. The agency recommended increasing taxes on land values and decreasing taxes on buildings, thus lessening the penalties for structural improvements (Tax News Update, Vol 12, No 12, Dec 21, www.sustainableeconomy.org) 

The Maryland Municipal League endorsed the system as a way to promote revitalization. 

The Green Mountain state, Vermont, in 1973 passed a tax on speculative gain from dealing land. 

Natural Resources Council of Maine introduced a similar bill in 1988 

"A tax on unimproved urban location values is the only for which the ability to pay is actually created by the taxing community through the enormous community investment needed to make land in that location richly saleable. The only pertinent question therefore, is how much of this community-created ability-to-pay does the community want to take back in taxes and how much does it want to leave to the location owner. And to the extent that the land tax falls on a value created by the community rather than by the owner it conforms closely to the principle of taxation in proportion to benefits received." Perry I. Prentice 

Minnesotans for an Energy-Efficient Economy, a coalition that includes ISLR (#20) promotes the green tax shift in general, notes its power to curb sprawl, but des not specifically support the green Property Tax Shift. me3.org/projects/greentax/. The Environmental League of Massachusetts (#22) offers lots of useful info on the green tax shift in general and the property tax shift in particular. James R. Gomes, President; 14 Beacon St, Ste 714, Boston, MA 02108; (617) 742-2553; fax: (617) 742-9656; elm@environmentalleague.org 

The Center for Global Change at the University of Maryland was drafting a detailed position on shifting taxes from goods to bads and subsidies from bads to goods (1997). 

Alan Durning and Yoram Bauman of Northwest Environment Watch, a spin-off of WorldWatch (#105), wrote Tax Shift (1998), the best treatment to date of the tax shift. 

The Center for a Sustainable Economy of DC co-organized the first US conference focusing exclusively on the green tax shift in Seattle (1998 Dec). 

Their cohorts, Sustainable America of New York (in #58), offer a tax kit explaining the various shifts, including the property tax one. 

The Oregon Environmental Council introduced into the 1999 session of the state legislature a bill to study the complete tax shift, including the property tax shift. Their op-eds, and those of their co-author, Alan Durning (#101), appear often in the Northwest press: The OregoniaN, The Daily Journal of Commerce of both Portland and Seattle, The Olympian, and Vancouver, BC's The Georgia Straight. 

Friends Of the Earth – England, Wales, & Northern Ireland, “to modernize the economy and industrial activity, and improve living conditions for poor people, thru environmental improvements, four central planks should underpin the taxation (and revenue) side of that strategy and its sustainability objectives: (a) carbon/nuclear based taxes (energy), (b) virgin minerals/raw materials (resources), (c) toxic chemicals (environmental quality), and (d) land-value taxation (land). LVT would be a powerful incentive to reuse, redevelop, and refurbish land and buildings on a sustainable basis. It would remove the tax exemption from landowners who left land derelict and provide an incentive for clearing and decontaminating land.” (2001 Spring, Land & Liberty, London, UK) 

"I think in principle it's a good idea to tax unimproved land, and particularly capital gains (windfalls) on it. Theory says we should try to tax items with zero or low elasticity, and those include sites." - James Tobin, (1918 - ) American winner of the Nobel Prize for economics 

"Whilst another man has no land, my title to mine, and your title to yours, is at once vitiated." - Ralph Waldo Emerson, (1803 -1882), noted American poet and essayist 

Tom L. Johnson (1876-1934), millionaire industrialist and mayor of Cleveland, hired economists to disprove George. When none could, he concluded, "What the world needs is justice, not benevolence. To the extent the law grants special favors to some, do the people suffer. The greatest special privilege is land monopoly, made possible by the exemption from taxation of land values. So long as it is permitted to any man to take what doesn't belong to him through monopolizing nature's resources and the private ownership of public utilities, plenty of men of my kind will always be ready to jump in and do the stealing. My mission is to take what people are stupid enough to let me take, and to show them how they can put an end to the system which enriches me and impoverishes them." (Christian Science Weekly, 1933) 

The patterns of land ownership shape patterns of human relationships. They help determine the possibility and pace of economic change. To ignore the land tenure question, and in fact, not to give it the primary focus of our energy will guarantee that our efforts will fail. Man has a continuous relationship to land, in agrarian as well as industrial societies, in poor as well as rich nations. Changing the relationship of the people to the land is the stuff of revolution -- political, economic and ethical. For even the most economically advanced countries, landownership remains a significant source of wealth and influence. – Robert Scrofani, California high school teacher 

Banker pushes land tax
By Jo Mannies, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, April 15, 2007 (via Joe Casey) 

Retired investment banker, Rex Sinquefield, plans to invest millions in upcoming years in an effort to shape Missouri's future. He also helped to establish the Show-Me Institute, a free-market think tank based in Clayton. He believes that state income taxes, as well as earnings taxes in St. Louis and Kansas City, hurt job growth and economic prosperity. He proposes replacing St. Louis' earnings tax with a land tax that would be separate from a property tax. 

Alanna Hartzok, Earth Rights Institute, The Charleston Gazette, April 16, 2007 

The money that the paper-title-holding companies demand and receive from the working companies is entirely "resource rent" and rightly belongs to the people of West Virginia. If West Virginians were to capture resource rent, the unearned income now going to outsider paper-title-holding, non-working companies, then taxes on both workers' wages and on the rightful profits of working business owners could and should be substantially reduced. 

Vermont Fair Tax Coalition, suggests passing “legislation that would enable cities and towns in Vermont to use land value taxation.” (“Tax Reform that Agrees with Vermont”, 1999 March) 

"The Sierra Club supports the split-rate tax (also known as the land value tax) as a measure to promote urban redevelopment and discourage sprawl development at the municipal level." (adopted 1996 June). Such was their spokesperson's testimony at a public hearing. At the national club's website is a milder endorsement . Club Director Carl Pope wrote “Reclaiming the Commons” (SIERRA magazine, 2002 September/October) on the moral basis for sparing Earth which also applies to sharing Earth. 

1000 Friends of Maryland, which includes the Chesapeake Bay Foundation (1996, modeled after the original 1000 Friends of Oregon), seeks legislation that would also “enable counties to adopt the (land) tax system.” 

1000 Friends of Pennsylvania supports Philadelphia's effort to shift its property tax from buildings to locations. 

GEO (Grassroots Economic Organizing) Newsletter, a left green bimonthly from Pennsylvania (1999 Jan-Feb): “Replace ineffective property taxes … tax land but not improvements and thereby penalize speculative land holdings …” 

The National Neighborhood Coalition (NNC), based in Washington, DC, whose members include not just environmentalists but also advocates for housing, development, labor, civil rights, and faith-based groups, in their Smart Growth Tool Kit (2002) recommend splitting the property tax into two rates, taxing “land more heavily than what is built on it. (this) encourages landowners to develop their property more intensively than traditional property tax systems, which can promote land speculation or abandonment. Although local economic development has been the primary rationale for the tax – most notably in several Pennsylvania cities, including Pittsburgh – the split-rate tax also shows promise as a component of a broader anti-sprawl program.” 

The American Planners Assoc. showed how LVT reduces land consumption in their Journal (1999 Winter) and in their Public Investment (June), a special edition of their Planning Advisory Service Memos, reprinting “Financing Community Redevlopment Through Value Capture”, both by our friend Tom Gihring, Ph.D., consultant on a project that won a 1999 Nat. Award for Planning, and a worker in war-torn Bosnia. 

The Oregon 2000 Commission, appointed by then Governor Vic Atiyeh, listed Site Value Taxation (SVT) as a growth and cost control measure in their Preliminary Report (1979). 

The US Department of Transportation issued a report by Erskine Walther at the Transportation Institute at North Carolina A&T State University in Greensboro and Lester A. Hoel of the University of Virginia et al (1990) who pointed out mass transit could be funded in part from the increase in site value around transit stops. Enticing people to ride rather than drive helps clean the air and makes in-fill, rather than sprawl, feasible. 

Gifford Pinchot (1865-1946), first head of the US Forest Service (under Teddy Roosevelt who once lost a race to Henry George yet later began the US Park system), in the early 1900s challenged the logging of public land, which was infamously corrupt. He said: "The earth … belongs of right to all its people and not to a minority, insignificant in numbers but tremendous in wealth and power… The people shall get their fair share of the benefit which comes from the development of the country which belongs to us all… with equal opportunity for all and special privileges for none." (Breaking New Ground; 1947; p 509-510) 

Redefining Progress had a cover article in The Atlantic Monthly (1995 October) on its two main programs: (a) “correct the GNP to account for social and ecological costs” and (b) “replace taxes on labor and enterprise with ones on natural resources.” And with taxes on sites, too, they later added in their 1999 report. A former writer for the Christian Science Monitor and for Redefining Progress, Jonathan Rowe (2002 April 30) gave the moral basis: “The commons, the heritage of us all, includes the gifts of nature, such as oceans and atmosphere, wilderness areas, and the quiet of the night.” The founder of Redefining Progress, Ted Halstead, added the capstone in “A Politics for Generation X”: "America could raise trillions of dollars by charging fair market value for the use of common assets – the oil and coal in the ground, the trees in our national forests, the airwaves and the electromagnetic spectrum – and the rights to pollute our air. Charge fair market value for the use of common assets and return the proceeds directly to each American citizen." 

Land monopoly in America is not apparent due to her big middle class. Yet according to a 1978 U.S. Department of Agriculture study, less than 3% of the population owned more than 95% of the privately held land. 

Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919), the steel magnate, noted, "The most comfortable, but also the most unproductive way for a capitalist to increase his fortune, is to put all monies in sites and await that point in time when a society, hungering for land, has to pay his price." 

Will Rogers (1879-1935), cowboy humorist, put it succinctly, "Invest in land; they ain't makin' it any more." 

Teddy Roosevelt (1858-1919), 26th president of the US and a loser against George in the 1886 mayoral race for New York City, said, "The burden of taxation should be so shifted as to put the weight upon the unearned rise in the value of land itself, rather than improvements, the effect being to prevent the undue rise of rents." 

Henry Ford (1863-1947), said, "We ought to tax all idle land the way Henry George said – tax it heavily, so that its owners would have to make it productive." (LIBERTY between world wars, article by Donald Wilheim) 

Jack Kemp wrote, "Property taxes could profitably be revised to fall more heavily on land, rather than, as at present, penalizing property improvements." (American Renaissance, p 96) 

US Senator Walter Mondale said, "The federal government could further the taxation of land values. It could levy such a federal tax itself and this would be much preferable to taxes on labor and capital investment." 

Washington, D.C. attorney Jackson H. Ralston (1857-1946) said, "Until the Single Tax makes all our mineral resources equally available to all the community, thus destroying the special profits now accruing to those able to hold land out of use, the most oppressive trusts in existence will find their way clear to retain their power, despite anti-trust laws, interstate commerce laws, and all the publicity we may by law give their operations." 

Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890-1969), ex-US president who in 1950 voted for Henry George to enter into the Hall of Fame, wondered, "why the world's resources could not be internationalized, since raw materials represented the world's basic needs, they should belong to and serve everybody." (Cook, Blanche; The De-classified Eisenhower; 1985, p. 229) 

Douglas Frazier, United Auto Workers President, said before the National Conference on Alternate State and Local Policies in 1979, July 3-5, "one day, we are going to ask ourselves, did anyone make the oil and minerals and then put them in the ground? We will then realize that they belong to all of us." 

Frank Lloyd Wright (1869-1959), architect who'd design structures to avoid removing trees, wrote in The Living City (c. 1958, p. 162), "Henry George showed us the only organic solution of the land problem." 

Columnist Molly Ivins wrote, "Henry George must be in his grave spinnin' like a cyclotron. We, the people at large, make the land more desirable; and then the landowners want us to pay them because we won't allow them to poison the air or to pollute the rivers." (1995 March) 

THE NEW REPUBLIC in 1979 ran an article by David Hapgood stating, “The land tax would encourage the more intensive use of less land, reduce suburban sprawl, revive our ailing cities, lower the cost of shelter and, if uniformly applied, end the senseless wars among communities caused by the property tax. (Here again many traditional economists agree with George.)” 

Brookings Institution's 2000 summer Review contains "Nothing left to Lose: Only Radical Strategies Can Help America's Most Distressed Cities" by Edward Hill and Jeremy Nowak who say: “Cities should replace the business property tax with a tax on the market value of land (to) encourage businesses to place as much capital on property as is economically justifiable. … The land component of the residential property tax should be assessed on an equal basis with the business land tax, again providing incentives to develop in neighborhoods with low land values, as well as preventing speculative land banking." 

Thaddeus Stevens was a Civil War congressman from south-central Pennsylvania, USA. He was Speaker of the House for many years, a radical advocate of the abolition of slavery and the major proponent of land reform during Reconstruction. He wanted the fertile plantation lands of the South to be allocated to the freed slaves and poor whites. In his view this plan would also help to solve the race problem by uniting freed slaves and poor whites on an economic basis. 

“No people will ever be Republican in spirit and practice where a few own immense manors and the masses are landless,” said Stevens. “Small independent landholders are the support and guardians of Republican liberty.” 

Stevens wanted the large landholdings seized, with forty acres and a mule to farm them allotted to each former slave. This would do justice to those whose uncompensated labor had cleared and cultivated the southern land, he reasoned. He envisioned a land of productive and independent small farms. After this allocation there would still remain millions of acres - 90 percent of the land in fact - which could be sold to help pay the national debt, reduce taxes, and provide pensions for Union soldiers and reimbursement for citizens whose property had been destroyed during the war.” - Stanley Elkins and Eric McKitrick, Thaddeus Stevens: Confiscation and Reconstruction, The Hofstadter Aegis: A Memorial (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1974). 

Martin Luther King, Jr.: 

I am sure that each of you would want to go beyond the superficial social analyst who looks merely at effects and does not grapple with underlying causes. True compassion is more than flinging a coin to a beggar; it understands that an edifice which produces beggars needs restructuring. - “Letter from Birmingham City Jail”: 

An intelligent approach to the problems of poverty and racism will cause us to see the words of the Psalmist - "The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof" - are still a judgment upon our use and abuse of the wealth and resources with which we have been endowed. - A Testament of Hope: The Essential Speeches and Writings of Martin Luther King Jr., pp 629-630. 

Joseph E. Stiglitz is one of three economists to win the Nobel Prize in economics in 2001. In 1999 he was fired from his position as Chief Economist with the World Bank after he began to speak about his concerns. In an interview in 2001 with Greg Palast, a writer for The Observer (London), Stiglitz described in detail the four-step plan used by the international banking institutions to extract wealth from around the world. In his view the process leads to financial barbarism, pillage and plunder and has resulted in immense suffering, starvation and destruction. “It has condemned people to death,” Stiglitz said bluntly in the interview. 

When Palast asked Stiglitz what he would do to help developing nations, Stiglitz proposed radical land reform and an attack at the heart of “landlordism,” including excessive rents charged by the propertied oligarchies worldwide. When Palast asked why the Bank didn’t follow his advice, Stiglitz answered, “If you challenged it (property rights in land), that would be a change in the power of the elites. That’s not high on their agenda.” (From Greg Palast, “The World Bank’s former Chief Economist - including how the IMF and US Treasury fixed the Russian elections,” The Observer (London) October 10, 2001) 

Robert Ingersoll (1833-1899) American political leader and orator "Now, the land belongs to the children of nature. Nature invites into this world every babe who is born. And what would you think of me, for instance, tonight, if I had invited you here - nobody had charged anything, but you had been invited - and when you got here you had found one man pretending to occupy a hundred seats, another fifty, another seventy five, and thereupon you were compelled to stand up - what would you think of the invitation? It seems to me that every child of nature is entitled to his share of land, and that he should not be compelled to beg the privilege to work the soil of a babe that happened to be born before him." 

Agnes de Mille (1905-1993), grand- daughter of Henry George "We have reached the deplorable circumstance where in large measure a very powerful few are in possession of the earth's resources, the land and all its riches, and all the franchises and other privileges that yield a return. These monopolistic positions are kept by a handful of men who are maintained virtually with- out taxation . . . we are yielding up sovereignty."

EXTRA IDEAS (Mennonite idea):

Debt
1) no work-no support

2) health cost--
health problems cost $47 trillion a year to the world.
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/09/18/us-disease-chronic-costs-idUSTRE78H2IY20110918

3) Learn from other countries who got out of debt (like Korea-IMF)

4) waste reward--


5) tax dodgers—4 times the tax

STABLE ECONOMIES
1) sharing natural resources--like finding a treasure

2) living wage for 8 hours of honest work
3) no interest on poor & middle class.
4) fair tax
4) retroactive tax on the rich who exploited natural resources?
5) ??gold standard—have money backed by hard assets, but not withdrawable?
6) education on economic rights

http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/0,1518,797067,00.html


Southern Europe (especially Greece, Portugal, and Southern Italy) has low long-term productivity growth, particularly in tradable goods. This relative productivity growth gap was likely to persist as the result of a combination of pre-existing trade patterns, human capital differences, rigid labor laws in the south, and low labor mobility in Europe. As we learned from the experience of the East Asian fixed exchange rate collapses of 1997, and from the Harrod-Balassa-Samuelson theory of real exchange rate determination (as embodied in many macroeconomic models, including the rational expectations models of real exchange rates pioneered by Rudiger Dornbusch in the 1970s), if two countries with persistent productivity growth differences in their tradable goods sectors adopt a common currency, eventually the slow-productivity growth country will experience recessionary pressure. In time, that country will either have to suffer continuing price deflation or devalue its currency. 

Of course, in the short run, countries do not have to accept the dismal choice between slow growth and currency devaluation. Instead, they can apply fiscal stimulus, or facilitate (through easy bank credit) the growth of the non-tradables sector (also known as housing). In fact, that temptation to compensate for low productivity growth with fiscal stimulus and easy credit will be greater if the establishment of the currency union itself lowers the interest rates on sovereign debt or bank debt that the low-tradables-productivity-growth countries face. That was an important contributor to the fiscal binge of Greece, which ran fiscal deficits in excess of 5% of GDP in its boom years of 2004-2006. It should not be a surprise that Greece, Portugal, Italy, Spain and Ireland all underwent (albeit in different degrees) significant fiscal spending and bank lending booms, and that some of them saw remarkable rates of appreciation in their housing markets. This is precisely what one would expect from the long-run implications of real exchange rate theory and the short-run implications of political economy theory.

http://www.hoover.org/publications/defining-ideas/article/80181




What SDA books are of special interest to Adventist Activists? Here's a starter list of 15 (in no particular order):

1. Understanding Your Community (Sahlin)
2. Community Impact Series 
3. The Peacemaking Remnant (Douglas Morgan, ed., 2005)
4. Swimming against the Current (Blake, 2007)
5. Mission in Metropolis (Sahlin, 2007)
6. Christian Relief and Development (Wagner Kuhn, 2005)
7. The Promise of Peace (Charles Scriven, 2009)
8. Adventism & the American Republic (Douglas Morgan, 2001)
9. Anarchy and Apocalypse (Ronald E. Osborn, 2010)
10. The Silent Church: Seventh-day Adventism, Human Rights and Modern Adventist Social Ethics (Zdravko Plantak, 1998)
11. Should I Fight? (Barry Bussey, ed., 2011)
12. I Pledge Allegiance: The Role of Seventh-day Adventists in the Military (Keith Phillips & Karl Tsatalbasidis, 2008)
13. Black Maverick: T. R. M. Howard’s Fight for Civil Rights and Economic Power (D. T. & L. R. Beito, 2009)
14. Implantation and Growth of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Rwanda: 1919-2000 (Jerome N. Birikunzira, 2010)
15. Welfare Ministry (Ellen G. White, 1952)

And everything in Peace Pursuits, the Adventist Peace Fellowship bookstore --http://astore.amazon.com/adventistpe02-20. :)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Small_Is_Beautiful 
http://www.globalsystemchange.com/GSC/Articles.html
Check Isaiah, Jeremiah, Psalms for cases of Jubilee economics. Maybe Ezekiel. Saw something will reading there.
I'm slowly writing a book on Bible economics and there are 2000+ verses on that topic in the Bible. Here are a few:

“We also gave you the rule that if you don't work, you don't eat.” 2 Thessalonians 3:10 (this one is a principle that socialism violates and while socialism has some very positive things, it becomes difficult to sustain long term because it ignores this principle and many people prefer to receive free money from the govt. to working)
Here is a TINY section of the over 2000 verses on economics. First, atheists like Voltaire, Rosseau and others agree with the Bible & MANY others that no natural resources were made by human beings (the Bible of course says they were created by God)&thus all have a basic human right to share those resources equitably. The jubilee system did this and forbade permanent selling of land. Land could be bought back and every 50 years it automatically returned to the original owners. 

-

This gave each generation a chance to use it or profit from it and made monopolies on natural resources impossible (Lev. 25:23-28) and guaranteed a decent standard of living for all who were willing to work. It also stopped the concentration of wealth in fewer and fewer hands (one BIG cause of much crime, terrorism and war--all of which are extremely expensive for countries).  To further reduce this concentration of wealth which even Reagan said was the enemy of democracy &

-

provide for the needs of the poor,charging interest was banned (Lev. 25:37) &debt was cancelled every 7 years (Deut 15:1-3),the poor could glean in fields to satisfy their hunger(Deut 24:21)&1/3 of the tithe was given to the poor(Deut. 22:28-29).  But,hard work&good business were promoted&honored. The ideal woman was good at trade&making profit (Proverbs 31:16-18). Governments weren’t supposed to charge more than ~2% tax &governments were to respect the rights of the poor&

-

be generous. (Ez. 16:49, Dan. 4:27). Proverbs 29:7 says, “The godly care about the rights of the poor; the wicked don’t care at all.”  There are MANY more verses that give more details on these and list other economic principles too. But this is a basic intro of the Bible’s economic principles that avoids the evils of capitalism, socialism and communism.  When these principles are tried (and they have been in modern times), they skyrocket economies far far better than anything else can do.  

God’s economic principles guaranteed everyone their basic needs & enough to follow dreams too. For those who work hard & wisely, there is an opportunity to be rich. Even non-Jewish nations (like Sodom for example) were called wicked if they didn’t meet the basic needs of the poor.  God promised in Deut. 15:4-5 that if God’s principles were followed, there would be no poor among them & it’s true & has happened when people followed God’s principles that are wiser than any other system ever tried.

URGENT IDEA SUMMARY:  Many Republicans accuse Obama of being socialist and redistributing wealth.  Obama needs to deal with this problem in his debate Wednesday decisively.  Below are some arguments and very strong quotes from American leaders like Reagan, Lincoln, Franklin and Jefferson and others that can help Obama destroy completely the economics arguments of the Republicans. There are quotes from many perspectives which state that concentration of wealth is a danger to democracy. They also say that basic justice demands that all people have natural rights to own natural resources equitably. If these are denied, then it is only just that the wealthy should pay higher taxes to those they exclude from ownership. There is agreement on this concept from Republicans, Democrats,the Bible, atheists, founders of America, great thinkers, Asian sages and more.  I have MUCH information on this and could help suggest ideas of how to use this in ads or campaigns. E-mail if there is interest and I will work on that quickly.

bbissell7@yahoo.com
PART 1: Why Economic Freedom and Equality are Essential for Democracy to Function
Send info on Mennonites

Explain different kinds of socialism

THE BIBLE, AMERICA’S FOUNDERS & 

THE ETHICS OF REDISTRIBUTING WEALTH

Be more detailed about problems of capitalism.

Ezekiel 18: 5 Suppose a certain man is righteous and does what is just and right. 6 He does not feast in the mountains before Israels idols[a] or worship them. He does not commit adultery or have intercourse with a woman during her menstrual period. 7 He is a merciful creditor, not keeping the items given as security by poor debtors. He does not rob the poor but instead gives food to the hungry and provides clothes for the needy. 8 He grants loans without interest, stays away from injustice, is honest and fair when judging others, 9 and faithfully obeys my decrees and regulations. Anyone who does these things is just and will surely live, says the Sovereign Lord.


in studying ancient history i found it interesting that the kings-
since that was the only kind of government in the past-were held 
responsible for taking care of the poor and afflicted. 

this must have been a recognized fact since this is recorded in daniel:
Dan 4:27 Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, 
and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by 
shewing mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy 
tranquillity. 

Teresa

“King Nebuchadnezzar, please accept my advice. Stop sinning and do what is right. Break from your wicked past and be merciful to the poor. Perhaps then you will continue to prosper.” Dan 4:27

Proverbs 28:8
Income from charging high interest rateswill end up in the pocket of someone who is kind to the poor.

Proverbs 30:9
For if I grow rich, I may deny you and say, “Who is the Lord?”And if I am too poor, I may steal and thus insult God’s holy name.

Isaiah 10

 1 What sorrow awaits the unjust judges
      and those who issue unfair laws.
 2 They deprive the poor of justice
      and deny the rights of the needy among my people.
   They prey on widows
      and take advantage of orphans.

Amos 5

10 How you hate honest judges!
      How you despise people who tell the truth!
 11 You trample the poor,
      stealing their grain through taxes and unfair rent.
   Therefore, though you build beautiful stone houses,
      you will never live in them.
   Though you plant lush vineyards,
      you will never drink wine from them.
 12 For I know the vast number of your sins
      and the depth of your rebellions.
   You oppress good people by taking bribes
      and deprive the poor of justice in the courts.
 13 So those who are smart keep their mouths shut,
      for it is an evil time.

Amos 8:6
And you mix the grain you sellwith chaff swept from the floor.Then you enslave poor peoplefor one piece of silver or a pair of sandals.

8 Then this message came to Zechariah from the Lord: 9 “This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: Judge fairly, and show mercy and kindness to one another. 10 Do not oppress widows, orphans, foreigners, and the poor. And do not scheme against each other. 

 11 “Your ancestors refused to listen to this message. They stubbornly turned away and put their fingers in their ears to keep from hearing. 12 They made their hearts as hard as stone, so they could not hear the instructions or the messages that the Lord of Heaven’s Armies had sent them by his Spirit through the earlier prophets. That is why the Lord of Heaven’s Armies was so angry with them. Zechariah 7

Psalm 72

A psalm of Solomon.

 1 Give your love of justice to the king, O God,
      and righteousness to the king’s son.
 2 Help him judge your people in the right way;
      let the poor always be treated fairly.
 3 May the mountains yield prosperity for all,
      and may the hills be fruitful.
 4 Help him to defend the poor,
      to rescue the children of the needy,
      and to crush their oppressors.
 5 May they fear you as long as the sun shines,
      as long as the moon remains in the sky.
      Yes, forever!
Proverbs 29:14
If a king judges the poor fairly,his throne will last forever.
This principle is the bedrock of why it is basic biblical justice to redistribute wealth.  God demanded in MANY verses that Israel share natural resources and that the family lands NEVER be sold and never changed to other tribes. They could ONLY be leased for up to 49 years, but they must always be owned by the same tribe and family.  If this basic right is ignored by any society than B is the ONLY other ethical option that I’m aware of.

DOES IT WORK?
4) PENNSYLVANIA, 1980s. Penn's Woods is the only state granting cities outright the option to levy different rates. The state went from two cities in 1975 (Pittsburgh and Scranton), to 20 in 2000 who practiced this reform. All these cities, sited in the midst of impoverished Appalachia, are developing 16% more per year than their neighbors (Dr. Nic Tideman, VPI, Blacksburg, VA), and growing denser, meaning they can provide public services like mass transit at lower cost. Pittsburgh, which from 1980 to 2000 taxed land six times higher than buildings, renewed its urban core without substantial federal subsidy and created an urban park out of its most prime location, the Golden Triangle, without an agonizing citizens effort to overcome developer resistance. Housing costs and crime rate, like a small town's, were far below the national average. Rand‐McNally named the Steel City "America's Most Livable City" twice, in 1985 and 1986. When Ling Temco Voight, Inc. closed steel mills in the region, Pittsburgh lost its factory. In nearby Aliquippa, which still taxes land 16 times higher than buildings, former employees bought one mill at a price discounted by the underlying land's tax liability and re‐opened it, while other investors built a new mill there, keeping the local economy alive. Succumbing to pressure applied by speculators, the Steel City returned to the conventional property tax in 2001. Already it has seen a drop in construction starts steeper, 38.1%, than in the rest of Pennsylvania, 1.5%. (Incentive Taxation, Henry George Fdn) 


5) TAIWAN: When Chiang Kai‐shek retreated to Taiwan in the 1940s, people were very poor and hungry. 20 rich families monopolized the entire island. General Chiang felt that he had lost the war with Mao Tse Tung because Mao promised equality to all.  So, he started the system of land rent.  Soon, owning and holding lots of land was not profitable at all because all taxes were based on land.  So, they sold of the land they weren’t using as fast as possible at cheap prices. The new owners worked hard and within 10 years, debts were paid off, hunger was ended and the economy began to skyrocket.  Taiwan set world records with 10% per year GDP growth and 20% in their industry. (Fred Harrison, Power in the Land, 1983) By comparison, Korea’s GDP growth in 2005 was 3.5% (http://times.hankooki.com/lpage/biz/200512/kt2005122021361211860.htm).  So land rent produces an economy three times better than capitalism. 
6) KOREA/JAPAN/ASIAN TIGERS:  Douglas MacArthur encouraged Japan and Korea to do the same thing and in less than 50 years both countries have risen to the top 15 economies in the world!  Hong Kong also used land rent and still does some to this day. 
7) CALIFORNIA: In the 1890s in California, one man Henry Miller owned 1,000,000 acres of land. Miller could travel from Mexico to Oregon and spend every night on his own land. California started following land rent and Miller realized he would be poor if he kept all that unused land.  He sold the land to over 7,000 independent farms and California became the "bread basket of America" and is equivalent to the 5th largest economy in the world. 
8) CHINA: Confucius (BC 551‐479), Chinese philosopher, said, "When the Great Way prevailed, natural resources were fully used for the benefit of all and not appropriated for selfish ends... Thus evil schemings were repressed, and robbers, thieves and other lawless elements failed to arise, so that outer doors did not have to be shut. This was the Age of the Great Commonwealth of peace and prosperity…
There is MUCH more I can share if there is interest. Many of these ideas I read at: www.progress.org/geonomy where there are MANY more details.  Please contact me at bbissell7@yahoo.com for more info.

Best wishes for the campaign and God bless,
Bryan
P.S. There are NUMEROUS thinkers that advocate the idea that all natural resources should be divided equally among people since God made them and people didn’t.  This is just the most basic aspect of justice in the Bible (called the Jubilee system) and people from many perspectives agree with it.  It has nothing to do with communism since it’s very possible for anyone to become wealthy with hard work and intelligence.  But, it is the only just system of economics.  Here are a few of the many quotes on this natural economic right:

Acts 13:19
Then he destroyed seven nations in Canaan and gave their land to Israel as an inheritance.
Hebrews 8:9
This covenant will not be like the oneI made with their ancestorswhen I took them by the handand led them out of the land of Egypt.They did not remain faithful to my covenant,so I turned my back on them, says the Lord.

Hebrews 11:8
It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave home and go to another land that God would give him as his inheritance. He went without knowing where he was going.

Hebrews 11:9
And even when he reached the land God promised him, he lived there by faith—for he was like a foreigner, living in tents. And so did Isaac and Jacob, who inherited the same promise.

1 Peter 1:17
And remember that the heavenly Father to whom you pray has no favorites. He will judge or reward you according to what you do. So you must live in reverent fear of him during your time as “foreigners in the land.”

Mark 10:30
But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.

Deuteronomy 10:9That is why the Levites have no share of property or possession of land among the other Israelite tribes. The Lord himself is their special possession, as the Lord your God told them.)

Deuteronomy 27:17‘Cursed is anyone who steals property from a neighbor by moving a boundary marker.’And all the people will reply, ‘Amen.’

Ruth 4:10And with the land I have acquired Ruth, the Moabite widow of Mahlon, to be my wife. This way she can have a son to carry on the family name of her dead husband and to inherit the family property here in his hometown. You are all witnesses today.”

2 Samuel 9:7“Don’t be afraid!” David said. “I intend to show kindness to you because of my promise to your father, Jonathan. I will give you all the property that once belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will eat here with me at the king’s table!”

1 Chronicles 9:2The first of the exiles to return to their property in their former towns were priests, Levites, Temple servants, and other Israelites.

Ezra 10:8Those who failed to come within three days would, if the leaders and elders so decided, forfeit all their property and be expelled from the assembly of the exiles.

Jeremiah 37:12Jeremiah started to leave the city on his way to the territory of Benjamin, to claim his share of the property among his relatives there.

Micah 2:2When you want a piece of land,you find a way to seize it.When you want someone’s house,you take it by fraud and violence.You cheat a man of his property,stealing his family’s inheritance.

Matthew 19:29And everyone who has given up houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or property, for my sake, will receive a hundred times as much in return and will inherit eternal life.

Acts 2:45They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need.

Ruth 4:10And with the land I have acquired Ruth, the Moabite widow of Mahlon, to be my wife. This way she can have a son to carry on the family name of her dead husband and to inherit the family property here in his hometown. You are all witnesses today.”

Numbers 34:29These are the men the Lord has appointed to divide the grants of land in Canaan among the Israelites.”

Numbers 35:8These towns will come from the property of the people of Israel. The larger tribes will give more towns to the Levites, while the smaller tribes will give fewer. Each tribe will give property in proportion to the size of its land.”

Deuteronomy 4:1[ Moses Urges Israel to Obey ] “And now, Israel, listen carefully to these decrees and regulations that I am about to teach you. Obey them so that you may live, so you may enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you.

God set up a Jubilee system in the Bible (Leviticus 24, Deuteronomy 15 and others) which divided land/nature equally among all people.  This could NEVER be sold…only leased for a maximum of 49 years.  
"The land shall not be sold forever; for the land is mine." Leviticus 25:23
After a max of 49 years, the land always came back to the original family.  This ensured that every generation had an equal opportunity at the beginning and no monopolization of natural resources and other benefits.  The Bible promotes the idea that God made the earth and that it is every person’s right to share equitably. 
71.
(OPTIONAL: Native peoples in history like the Indians, the Eskimos and many others also shared nature…and they almost never had poverty like we do.)
72.
These examples and many more show us that people and nations experience incredible economic growth when people share God’s resources and take care of each other’s basic needs.  
1)
(SLIDE: Share/Be Generous) verse: The UN says that $70 billion a year will eliminate poverty.  If we're generous, just Americans and Koreans can do this by giving $250 a year to the poor.  More and better aid (money, technology, education, infrastructure, etc.)  (James 1:27, Deut. 15:7, 2 Corinthians 8:11‐14) (SLIDE w/Korean)
2)
(SLIDE: Cancel Debts) verse: If we cancel debts that eat up to 50% of income, poor nations can help themselves out of poverty. (Deuteronomy 15, Psalm 15:5, Nehemiah 5:7, Exodus 22:21‐25, Amos 8:4‐6) (SLIDE w/Korean)
3)
(SLIDE: Trade Fairly) verse: If we establish fair trade, poor nations will receive $700 billion a year and no longer be poor. (Amos 8:4‐7,James 5:4, Jeremiah 21‐11‐12, 22:13‐30, Micah 6:10‐16) (SLIDE w/Korean)
I have a critical idea which I believe could critically influence many Christians to vote for Obama (as well as many atheists and people of other philosophies).  It is critical for him to know about for use in upcoming debates and to spread to all Christians who are campaigning for him and maybe even in ads. If you want me to help in more detail, please e‐mail me at bbissell7@yahoo.com 
1) Democratic/Obama economics are far closer to the Bible than McCain's/Republicans since the Bible condemns hoarding and giving to the rich and because the #1 cause of poverty is inequality while the biblical jubilee system or the tested and proven "Land Rent" system guarantee similar basic opportunities from the start of life for everyone. These ideas have proven far more effective than anything at ending poverty in numerous cases around the world. These ideas are promoted by MANY great thinkers from many backgrounds, not just Christianity. If Christians know about this, they will be a lot more likely to vote for Democrats.
2) How to deal with the abortion issue with Christians more effectively.
I also have 2 short ideas for ads that I will write quickly since they are very short. The 2 AD ideas are these:
3) Make an ad comparing McCain's tax plan to Obama's.  Then give a website where people can go to to calculate the tax they will pay.
4)Make an ad showing the reasons why Obama wants to be president.  Then run this quote from McCain's book showing that he wasn't really interested in change when he ran before.  It was just cold ambition. At the end ask something like, "Do you want a president whose goal is change or cold ambition?"
"I didn't decide to run for President to start a national crusade for the political reforms I believed in or to run a campaign as if it were some grand act of patriotism. In truth, I wanted to be president because IT HAD BECOME MY AMBITION TO BE PRESIDENT. I was sixty‐two years old when I made the decision and I thought IT WAS MY ONE SHOT AT THE PRIZE."
‐ John McCain, "Worth the Fighting For: A Memoir" (2002)
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp‐dyn/content/article/2008/08/01/AR2008080103032_pf.html 
5) (By the way, I'm a Christian missionary overseas and my dad is a 30+ year pastor of a conservative denomination and both of us and quite a few expats overseas are strong Obama supporters. This is something Obama could use in an ad as well.  Americans who live overseas and are concerned about America's intl. image are far more supportive of Obama).
I was impressed that Barack Obama went to Rick Warren's church for a debate, and he gave some good answers...but in several areas, I feel that he is not using the most convincing arguments that could help him appeal to Christian voters a lot more effectively.  I will give 2 brief examples in economics and abortion (and also 2 ideas for ads at the end that I think could be effective and I can provide MUCH more information and details if you ask that I think could be useful in the upcoming debates and to engage Christians. 
Now to the economics and abortion ideas. This is a short summary of the economoics one.  A whole speech on this concept that I gave is included below along with many powerful quotes from famous thinkers.
1) Economics: Republicans advocate cutting taxes for the rich.  The Bible is against the rich hoarding wealth though (Ecclesiastes 5:13 for example).  Democrats push for equal opportunity and tax the rich to help the poor and middle class.  This is very unjustly criticized as class warfare, socialism, etc.  But actually, the Bible teaches an economic system that will eliminate poverty and has done so. It's called the Jubilee system and it's far more similar to the Democrats economic system than the Republicans and Christians need to know this. It is based on the idea that nature was created by God and so all human beings should share nature equally. There's a similar concept called Land Rent which accomplishes the same thing by saying that the only just and fair tax is taxing those who use nature and take it out of public use. The tax on them is used to give all free education, free hospital care, etc.  It's sort of what VP Palin is doing in Alaska with oil...which is not a very Republican thing to do at all.  These ideas guaratee everyone a similar basically equal economic start in life. This biblical concept is vastly different from Republican ideas and from communism since you can become wealthy if you work hard and that's your right.   Not only is it a Christian idea, Asian philosophers, deists, economists, atheists and philosophers of all types have said that sharing nature is the only just and fair economic system.  I strongly urge you to read more on this below so Obama can use it in his debates. 
There are similarities between socialism and Jubilee. But, many Christians think of socialism when some kinds of socialism are actually very good.  Socialist Denmark for example is the happiest country on earth since all have equal opportunity and for other reasons.  The point must be clear though that equal opportunity is NOT forcing all to have equal wealth.
2) Abortion: Barack's response that the abortion question was "above his pay grade" was very unfortunate and a major turn off to many Christians. It was good that he said we can work to make abortions and teen pregnancies rare. But, here are some good ideas that could be used.
a) There are some good pro‐choice Christian perspectives from the Bible at:
http://www.rcrc.org/perspectives/protestant.cfm (read esp. Personhood, the Bible, and the Abortion Debate, by Paul Simmons, Ph.D., Th.M. (PDF) from page 3)
b) Abortion was done in ancient societies yet the Bible never calls it immoral anywhere (and the Bible tells us in Deuteronomy 4 not to add or subtract from God's laws).  It mentions all kinds of other immoral things including some quite minute and fairly trivial things, but there is no command about this abortion area whatsoever in the Bible. 
The Bible is pretty clear that God is involved in creating all life ranging from plants which we eat to babies in the womb.  But, in the only law case which has any possible relation to abortion (Exodus 21), a man who causes a miscarriage is only fined and this seems to be for injuring the woman and not for taking a life.  
c) Since the Bible never mentions it specifically, Christians don't have moral authority to legislate against abortion. In fact making abortion illegal will force many women to do it unsafely which will also cause many deaths.  This of course is a similar moral problem.
d) Christians are concerned about the world being a more moral place.  But, children of single parent families have far higher crime rates, far higher dropout rates, far higher suicide rates, far higher teen pregnancy rates and much more.  Is it better for a woman to have a baby when she's totally unprepared for it and is not able to do a good parenting job?  
e)Although it is a very complex issue, with arguments on both sides, it's not really life vs. death in most cases.  It's a "when do you want life" question.  Will a woman have a baby when she's unprepared or will she have one when she is ready, healthy, married, etc.    And which one is better for society.
f) Congress is the one that passes laws, not the president.  And the supreme court already has a majority of Catholic/conservative justices.  So, the president's views on abortion are not the big issue in this election.
g) Rape/incest:  If Christians think life begins at conception, why does rape justify another crime, the murder of a new life?  At least Palin is consistent.  But, why don’t most Christians think that life should be protected if rape has happened?  This is a double standard.  One answer is that Christians think a woman should have the right to have a baby that they can love and are ready for.  These are very similar arguments to the pro‐choice arguments. 
h) McCain says he's strongly pro‐life, but he is very friendly to pro‐choice people..and it seems nearly chose a pro‐choice VP (Ridge or Lieberman).
MAKE POVERTY HISTORY PRESENTATION―PART 2 (This presentation explains from the Bible, philosophers (east, west, religious and atheist) and with practical examples...why all land and natural resources should be shared equally and how ONLY those things should be taxed (not income, businesses, houses, etc.). Democrats policies are far more in line with the BIble than Republican's). The #1 cause of poverty is living under capitalism instead of a just and equitable system like Jubilee or Land Rent where everyone is guaranteed similar basic opportunities from the start of life. If we followed land rent/jubilee, we could eliminate poverty from the world in less than 50 years. See "Economic democracy at: http://www.ied.info/books for practical details on how to implement it in nations, esp. section 3.)
1.
Good evening and welcome to our 2nd program on the issue of ending poverty. 3 weeks ago we talked about many of the issues, and I’d like to first quickly review some highlights from our first meeting. 
2.
(SLIDE: ‐modern life) Our modern world has made amazing advances in science and technology***. 
3.
(SLIDE: ‐Homer Dixon) But, scientists and professors like Homer Dixon from the University of Toronto are extremely concerned about five major global stresses. 
4.
(SLIDE: 5 world problems) These include excessive population growth destruction of the natural environment, resulting in drastic climate changes, depletion of energy source, worldwide disease and the widening gap between the rich and poor on the planet.  
5.
(SLIDE:  Professor Dixon) Prof. Dixon warns that “humanity is on the brink of a planetary emergency” and that these problems will likely cause far more stress, violence, deprivation and war in the near future if we don’t take action.
6.
(SLIDE: Poverty is War) Poverty is one of these dangers and it kills 30,000 people a day. 
7.
MOVIE CLIP:  Click with actors
Just during our short meeting tonight, 3,000 people will die from poverty.  These deaths from extreme stupid poverty are all unnecessary and avoidable. 
8.
This happens because of 3 major reasons:
9.
(SLIDE: Extreme Poverty)  1) EXREME POVERTY: makes the poor so poor that they can’t afford medical care, education and housing. They can’t even buy medicine that costs a couple dollars to save their lives…medicine for things like diarrhea, malaria, flu, etc. things that we don’t even give a second thought about these things are killing 1 person every 3 seconds. Major reasons for poverty are debt and trade injustice.
10.
(SLIDE: Debt) 2) DEBT: Many selfish dictators borrowed huge amounts of money. Now their people have to pay up to 50% of their income in debt repayments even though they never benefited from the money.
11.
(SLIDE: Unjust Trade) 3) TRADE INJUSTICE: “There are trade barriers and subsidies that create a dangerously unfair marketplace in our world today.  Over $700 billion is stolen from poor countries every year.  Let me illustrate: Let’s say that you are president of America (A). And this person is president of Haiti (B).  You are the farmers of America.  You are the farmers of Haiti (point out groups).  The president of America (A) gives about $232 per hectare in government subsidies to its rice farmers or $4 billion a year. This is about 40% of their profit. The president of Haiti has no money to give its rice farmers.  So, when the American farmers go to market, they can sell their rice for 400 won/kg. The Haitian farmers have to sell their rice for 600 won/kg just to survive. But, who will consumers buy from? And what will happen to the farmers in the Haiti? In this way, the poor all around the world are deprived of even their basic necessities.
12.
Rock singer Bono went to a slum in South Africa.  A man and his wife both had AIDS.  But, they had only enough drugs to keep one of them alive.  Bono says, "I stood there thinking, This is barbaric. This is actually barbaric."
13.
The Bible gave us many principles to solve this barbaric situation of our time.
1)
(SLIDE: Share/Be Generous) verse: The UN says that $70 billion a year will eliminate poverty.  If we're generous, just Americans and Koreans can do this by giving $250 a year to the poor.  More and better aid (money, technology, education, infrastructure, etc.)  (James 1:27, Deut. 15:7, 2 Corinthians 8:11‐14) (SLIDE w/Korean)
2)
(SLIDE: Cancel Debts) verse: If we cancel debts that eat up to 50% of income, poor nations can help themselves out of poverty. (Deuteronomy 15, Psalm 15:5, Nehemiah 5:7, Exodus 22:21‐25, Amos 8:4‐6) (SLIDE w/Korean)
3)
(SLIDE: Trade Fairly) verse: If we establish fair trade, poor nations will receive $700 billion a year and no longer be poor. (Amos 8:4‐7,James 5:4, Jeremiah 21‐11‐12, 22:13‐30, Micah 6:10‐16) (SLIDE w/Korean)
14.
In the 1990s, churches formed a campaign called Jubilee2000 (SLIDE: Jubilee) to ask the world to follow these principles and stop the tragic deaths of so many people. 
15.
As we see all the instability and violence and terrorism around us, it is becoming more and more obvious that Martin Luther King spoke the truth when he said, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere”
16.
(SLIDE: famous people) But now, singers, actors, politicians and over 400 organizations have joined to “Make Poverty History”!  
17.
Let me show you how lucky we are.  
18.
(SLIDE) If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead and a place to sleep ... you are richer than 75% of this world. 
19.
(SLIDE) If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a dish some place ... you are among the top 8%  of the world's wealthy. 
20.
(SLIDE) If you can attend a church meeting without fear of harassment, arrest, torture, or death ... you are more blessed than three billion people in the world.   
21.
(SLIDE) If you can read this message, you just received a double blessing that someone was thinking of you, and furthermore you are more blessed than over two billion people in the world that cannot read at all.
22.
I’d like you to understand that this issue is not just an issue of kindness.  It’s an issue of justice.  Are you going to be just going along with the barbarians who are involved in killing 1 person every 3 seconds or are you going to be doing something to try to change this injustice.
23.
Most of us think…well…yes, that’s sad. I can be kind, but it’s not really my concern that they are suffering.  
24.
We think this way because we have believed the lie of capitalism. What lie is this you ask?  It’s the lie that enables the children of wealthy people like the Rockefellers, Carnegies, Rothschilds Gates to start out life with a billion dollars inheritance while the children of billions of Indo Fils struggle to even eat.
25.
We think…oh that’s what they deserve…they worked hard and now they are rich. That is somewhat true, but somewhat false.  
26.
Tonight we’re going to learn about the #1 source of poverty and injustice in the world that dwarfs all others.  In addition, the solution is very easy to implement and brings incredible economic growth and peace.  Put on your thinking caps because this is going to turn a lot of your past ideas about economics upside down.
27.
How do people make money?  We make money from businesses from buying and selling things.  Most businesses need to operate in buildings and on land and with products.  
28.
This is what makes land so valuable.  It is the source of nearly all wealth.  Land ownership and monopolies have been the key to the wealth of most of the richest people in history.
29.
But, who made the land? Who made the trees for the company that produces paper?  Who made the rice for the companies that sell sacks of rice?  Who made the gold that jewelry companies use? Who made the sand and silicon for CDs and computer parts and wires?  Did any person make these things?
30.
(SLIDE: Psalms 24:1 ) Of course not!  Land, trees, food, gold, silver and so many other things….NONE of them were made by people.  In Psalms 24:1 God says that He made them, “The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to him.2 For he laid the earth's foundation on the seas and built it on the ocean depths.”
31.
(SLIDE:  Haggai 2:8)  In Haggai 2:8 God states "The silver is mine, the gold is mine, saith the Lord of Hosts."
32.
(SLIDE:  Psalms 50:12) In Psalms 50:12, God says, “If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof.
33.
In addition to all these material things, God made your body, muscles, tendons, organs, eyes and especially your brain.
34.
(SLIDE:  Psalms 139) The Bible says in Psalms 139;14, “You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother's womb. 14 Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is marvelous‐‐and how well I know it.
35.
Why am I telling you all this?  Because I want you to realize that all wealth and intelligence and business acumen and every ability we have comes directly to us from our Creator.
36.
(SLIDE: God’s gifts) You and I are constantly using gifts from God…and every single benefit that we have and every single pleasure that we experience…every bite that we savor…every kiss or hug that we receive, every single laugh that escapes our lips…is all due to the generosity and gifts of God.
37.
Therefore we are not at liberty to use our money for our own selfishness while others starve.  God has given us our abilities and nature to use to take care of our basic needs and to enable us to enjoy some of the simple things in life and to be able to follow the dreams and purposes that God has made us for.
38.
(SLIDE: 2 Corinthians) And God tells us that after we take care of our basic needs, we have a duty to help guarantee the basic needs of others. (2 Corinthians 8/9)
39.
??**(SLIDE: Hoarding Causes Suffering) But, when people misuse God’s gifts in an unnatural way, great suffering results. Great suffering happens when money and resources are hoarded by a few people or nations for themselves.
40.
The world is realizing today as Mandela said that poverty is man made.  
41.
MOVIE: Mandela  Poverty can be stopped when people decide to live in justice and when our world decides to give equal opportunities to every child of God.
42.
How can rich nations and citizens be so arrogant and so incredibly selfish as to appropriate most of the world’s benefits to ourselves and deprive others of even their basic human rights to eat, to live in safety, and to use their talents to contribute to a better world.
43.
(SLIDE:  happiness study) Ironically being wealthy doesn’t even make them happy. According to a study from Australia, once you can meet your basic needs…simple food, housing, education, etc…more money doesn’t add any happiness to life.  
44.
In fact, millionaire hip‐hop promoter Russell Simmons said that, "If I know 15 billionaires, I know 13 unhappy people," 
45.
And yet the #1 dream that I hear from so many of my students is usually to make a lot of money.
46.
There’s some serious brainwashing going on here that makes people want to hoard money that doesn’t bring happiness and then at the same time deprives others of their basic needs.  This is barbaric. 
47.
It was for this reason that the Bible put so many safeguards on the use and misuse of money.  There are more than 2,000 verses on the subject.  Watch this video to see more examples of tragic results that happen when we ignore God’s principles.
48.
MOVIE CLIP: Toddler
49.
Every person on the planet is a child of God and because of this every person deserves to own or use some of nature…land, water, gold, forests, animals, mountains…whatever.  
50.
(OPTIONAL: This is not communism at all..communism forces everyone to have equal wealth.  This is very different.  It is a guarantee of a fairly equal start in life.  What you do with those opportunities is up to you.)
51.
(SLIDE: Jubilee) God’s Jubilee economic system in the Bible was based on sharing natural resources. Basically, it divided all the land in Israel between families equally.  This land could never be sold and it could only rented out for a maximum of 49 years.  Then it would return to the family.
52.
This meant that each generation was guaranteed economic opportunities and fresh chances since each of them possessed land or resources to help them reach their dreams.
53.
Geniuses disagree on many things.  But, on this thorniest issue of poverty...geniuses from east and west, religious and atheist all agree on a simple solution―sharing natural resources fairly.
54.
The Jubilee way is best.  Another similar idea called Land Rent is very simple 
55.
(SLIDE:   Basic Economic rights) 1) BASIC ECONOMIC RIGHTS FOR ALL: Societies must recognize each person’s basic economic rights to share nature.  This right is recognized by almost all philosophers as basic justice.
56.
(SLIDE:  tax people for using nature ) **2) TAX PEOPLE FOR USING NATURE: Most governments charge taxes on many things: salary, work, houses, businesses, sales tax, etc.  But, these are not just taxes because they in a sense steal people’s labor. (SLIDE: alternative ) But, it is just to tax people for using nature because they didn’t make land, trees, gold, etc. So, land rent only taxes nature use…nothing else ( usually about 10% of it’s value) and each person has the full right to keep or sell whatever they make. The land tax will be used for education, medical care, roads and other projects that benefit everyone. 
57.
(SLIDE:  Nature can’t be inherited) 3) NATURE CAN’T BE INHERITED:  Natural resources like land cannot be inherited since they belong to society.  Whoever wants to use it, pays tax to society.  This ensures equality and opportunity for each generation.
58.
Here are some of the philosophers who support this:
59.
(SLIDE:   )Pliny the Elder (23‐79), Roman naturalist, concluded, "Land monopoly ruined Rome."
60.
(SLIDE:   )Abraham Lincoln, “The land, the earth God gave to man for his home, sustenance and support, should never be the possession of any man, corporation, society or unfriendly government, any more than the air or water”
61.
(SLIDE:   )Thomas Jefferson wrote, "The earth is given as a common stock for men to labor and to live on.”
62.
(SLIDE:   )Mencius (the philosopher and contemporary of Confucius), said: “In the market places, charge land‐rent, but don't tax the goods; (or make concise regulations and don't even charge rent). Do this, and all the merchants in the realm will be pleased and will want to set up shop in your markets.”
63.
(SLIDE:   )Dr. Sun Yat‐sen (1866‐1925), father of modern China, wrote, "The (land tax) as the only means of supporting the government is an infinitely just, reasonable, and equitably distributed tax... The centuries of heavy and irregular taxation for the benefit of the manchus have shown China the injustice of any other system of taxation."
64.
(SLIDE:   )The atheist Voltaire said, "The fruits of the earth are a common heritage of all, to which each man has equal right." 
65.
(SLIDE:   )Another atheist Rousseau said, "You are undone if you once forget that the fruits of the earth belong to us all, and the earth itself to no one." 
66.
**??(SLIDE:   ) Albert Einstein, Helen Keller, Tolstoy, John Keynes, Winston Churchill and 100s of other great thinkers agree.
67.
Does it work?  Yes, it has in many places.  Here are 3 examples: 
(SLIDE:  DOES IT WORK ) 1) TAIWAN: When Chiang Kai‐shek retreated to Taiwan in the 1940s, people were very poor and hungry. 20 rich families monopolized the entire island. General Chiang felt that he had lost the war with Mao Tse Tung because Mao promised equality to all.  So, he started the system of land rent.  Soon, owning and holding lots of land was not profitable at all because all taxes were based on land.  So, they sold of the land they weren’t using as fast as possible at cheap prices. The new owners worked hard and within 10 years, debts were paid off, hunger was ended and the economy began to skyrocket.  Taiwan set world records with 10% per year GDP growth and 20% in their industry. (Fred Harrison, Power in the Land, 1983) By comparison, Korea’s GDP growth in 2005 was 3.5% (http://times.hankooki.com/lpage/biz/200512/kt2005122021361211860.htm).  So land rent produces an economy three times better than capitalism. 
68.
**Douglas MacArthur encouraged Japan and Korea to do the same thing and in less than 50 years both countries have risen to the top 15 economies in the world!  **Sentence moved to #75**
69.
CALIFORNIA: In the 1890s in California, one man Henry Miller owned 1,000,000 acres of land. Miller could travel from Mexico to Oregon and spend every night on his own land. California started following land rent and Miller realized he would be poor if he kept all that unused land.  He sold the land to over 7,000 independent farms and California became the "bread basket of America" and is equivalent to the 5th largest economy in the world. 
70.
(SLIDE: CHINA) CHINA: Confucius (BC 551‐479), Chinese philosopher, said, "When the Great Way prevailed, natural resources were fully used for the benefit of all and not appropriated for selfish ends... Thus evil schemings were repressed, and robbers, thieves and other lawless elements failed to arise, so that outer doors did not have to be shut. This was the Age of the Great Commonwealth of peace and prosperity…
71.
(OPTIONAL: Native peoples in history like the Indians, the Eskimos and many others also shared nature…and they almost never had poverty like we do.)
72.
These examples and many more show us that people and nations experience incredible economic growth when people share God’s resources and take care of each other’s basic needs.  
73.
When people share God’s resources and when the desire for luxury and opulence is not #1, there is so much peace and safety that you don’t even have to lock your doors.  Just amazing!
74.
Unfortunately,  ***many countries now have neglected this principle and as in other countries, the top 5% of the wealthy rich own more than 90% of the natural resources.
75.
(SLIDE:   ) God says, “Study this Book of the Law continually. Meditate on it day and night so you may be sure to obey all that is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall deal wisely and have good success.” Joshua 1:8
76.
(SLIDE:   ) God has told given us principles of incredible wisdom that solve poverty.  And He says in Romans 12:8, “Don't just pretend that you love others. Really love them.”
77.
Capitalism which is based on greed tells us to just think about ourselves.  But, what happens when we do this?
78.
(SLIDE  Nationalism ) Nationalism says the comfort of people in my country is more important than foreigners having enough food, clean water and housing.  As a result, the world spends $1 trillion on military.  God says, “Love one another.”
79.
(SLIDE: Expensive Security) Selfishness says I’ve just got to have the latest fashion, the newest jeans, the newest BMW.  My pleasures are more important than others’ basic needs. As a result, we have to install locks, set up guard walls, buy security systems, hire security guards, hire policemen.  The costs of security in our world are astronomical..at least in the trillions of dollars. God says, “Love one another.”
80.
(SLIDE:  Future Einsteins wasted) Capitalism says you can own nature without caring about others rights.  As a result, we waste the lives of millions and billions‐‐including many probable Einsteins‐‐they can’t even afford to learn to read and write.  God says, “Love one another.”
81.
(SLIDE: Aids) Selfishness says, Even if I have AIDS, I’m going to just satisfy my sexual needs and not care about others.  And so, we have an AIDS epidemic that is spreading like lightening and infecting even infants right when they’re born.  God says to think of others first.
82.
??MOVIE:  Sister and Brother with AIDS
83.
One girl’s high school in Korea has a plaque saying, “If I can get one more point on the quiz, I can marry a man with a better job.”  Thinking selfishly like this will destroy true love and they will never be satisfied in the relationship.  Their life will be a total waste.
84.
(SLIDE: Enron Scandal) Greed tells CEOs of major corporations like Enron to embezzle vast sums. This then bankrupts the life savings of numerous investors…often grandparents and elderly.  God says, “Love one another.” 
85.
The world says, “Copy movie star lifestyles …fancy restaurants,  luxurious houses,  the newest cars and fashions.”  As a result jealous and pride cause disappointment and crime to rise. “God says, “Love one another.”
86.
(SLIDE:   1 Timothy 6:10) God tells us “The love of money is at the root of all kinds of evil.” 1 Timothy 6:10  Money is good and useful in the right place…but as #1 it causes a flood of costly and even deadly problems. 
87.
(SLIDE:  Proverbs ) My friends, “God’s people know the rights of the poor; the wicked don’t care to know”.  Proverbs 29:7 
88.
(SLIDE:   Hosea) But, no man is an island. God pleads with us…live by the principles of love and justice…” for God has much much to give us and  “Riches cannot make up for sin.”  Hosea 7‐8.  We cannot live the satisfying life that God intended with all its joys if we live selfishly.  We cannot experience the fullness of compassion, satisfaction, grace and the true beauty of life unless we truly recognize that every thing we have comes from God and all are entitled to share these blessings.
89.
(SLIDE:   Albert Schweitzer) To finish, keep this quote from 2 time Nobel prize winner Albert Schweitzer in your mind always, “One thing I know: the only ones among you who will be really happy are those who will have sought and found how to serve.” 
90.
(SLIDE: Together we can..) I hope that you choose to make love and justice the foundation of your life and use your talents to help the poor, to join NGOs, to volunteer, to support or teach orphans, to protest against injustice through organizations like Amnesty International and in many other ways to create rivers of justice and fountains of mercy and love flowing to all points of our world. Truly “Love one another” and use your influence, talents, abilities and money wisely to help restore basic human rights in all areas including economic.  
91.
Will you do that?  If so, raise your hand as your hand with me as we pray.
Here are a few quote from others who believe it is the answer to economic injustice:
·
Pliny the Elder (23‐79), Roman naturalist, concluded, "Land monopoly ruined Rome." 
·
Andrew Carnegie (1835‐1919), the steel magnate, noted, "The most comfortable, but also the most unproductive way for a capitalist to increase his fortune, is to put all monies in sites and await that point in time when a society, hungering for land, has to pay his price."
·
Landlords can exploit tenants as easily as masters can slaves. Aristotle (384‐322 BC) wrote that in the 7th century BC, "the whole land (of Attica) was in the hands of a few, and if the cultivators did not pay their rents, they became subject to bondage..." (The Constitution of Athens) 
·
Two thousand years later, (7) Arthur Schopenhauer (1788‐1860), German philosopher, noted, "Whether it is the man or the earth I own, the bird or its food, it is essentially the same thing." 
·
Horace Greeley (1811‐1872), the anti‐slavery crusader, elaborated, "Whenever the ownership of the soil is so engrossed by a small part of the community that the far larger part are compelled to pay whatever the few may see fit to exact for the privilege of occupying and cultivating the Earth, there is something very much like slavery." Consider how some modern farm owners treat farm workers. 
·
Besides this direct exploitation, there are indirect ones. As Winston Churchill noted, "land monopoly is not the only monopoly, but ... it is the mother of all other ... monopolies." 
·
Pierre Joseph Proudhon (1809‐1865), French journalist/anarchist, elaborated: "As long as land monopoly is maintained, the few can take possession of what Nature free of charge has granted to everyone, and usury will penetrate the whole society, and we will have banks, which instead of being servants for the exchange of goods will become powerful extorters." 
·
John Maynard Keynes (1883‐1946), the third great economist in the triumvirate with Smith and Marx, put this analysis in modern economese. "There have been times when it was probably the craving for the ownership of land, independently of its yield, which served to keep up the rate of interest... The high rates of interest from mortgages on land, often exceeding the probable net yield from cultivating the land, have been a familiar feature of many agricultural economies ... The competition of a high interest‐rate on mortgages may well have had the same effect in retarding the growth of wealth from current investment in newly produced capital‐assets, as high interest rates on long‐term debts have had in more recent times." (The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money, 1936, pp. 250, 358, 241) 
·
Abolitionist president Abraham Lincoln (1809‐1865) decided, "The land, the earth God gave to man for his home, sustenance and support, should never be the possession of any man, corporation, society or unfriendly government, any more than the air or water if as much... an individual or company or enterprise requiring land should hold no more than is required for their home and sustenance, and never more than they have in actual use in the prudent management of their legitimate business, and this much should not be permitted when it creates an exclusive monopoly." (Abraham Lincoln and the Men of His Time, Browne, Dr. Robert) 
·
Voltaire (1694‐1778), more than a millennium later in the Age of Enlightenment, had his character Candide say, "The fruits of the earth are a common heritage of all, to which each man has equal right." His colleague, (19) Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712‐1778), said, "You are undone if you once forget that the fruits of the earth belong to us all, and the earth itself to no one." 
·
Thomas Jefferson (1743‐1826), author of the Declaration of Independence and with Ben Franklin the most inventive and intellectual of the Founding Fathers, wrote, "The earth is given as a common stock for men to labor and to live on... Wherever in any country there are idle lands and unemployed poor, it is clear that the laws of property have been so far extended as to violate natural right. Everyone may have land to labor for himself, if he chooses; or, preferring the exercise of any other industry, may exact for it such compensation as not only to afford a comfortable subsistence, but wherewith to provide for a cessation from labor in old age." (Notes on Virginia, 1791) 
·
Henry George (1839‐1897), author of Progress and Poverty (1879) which outsold every book of its era but the Bible, distinguished between creation and production and urged us to "abolish all taxation save on the value of land." 
·
Mencius, the philosopher and contemporary of Confuscius in ancient China, said: 밒n the market places, charge land‐rent, but don't tax the goods; or make concise regulations and don't even charge rent. Do this, and all the merchants in the realm will be pleased and will want to set up shop in your markets. At the borders, make inspections but don't charge tariffs, then all the travelers in the realm will be pleased and will want to traverse your highways." 2A: 5. A new translation by Charles Muller. www.human.toyogakuen‐u.ac.jp/~acmuller/contao/. (Tom Sherrard.) 
·
John Stuart Mill (1806‐1873), English philosopher and economist, wrote, "Landlords grow rich in their sleep without working, risking or economizing. The increase in the value of land, arising as it does from the efforts of an entire community, should belong to the community and not the individual who might hold title." 
·
Leo Tolstoy (1828‐1910), who kept a photo of Henry George on his desk and whose dying words to passengers on a train were to tax land alone, told the Russian Czar and the world that "people do not argue with the teachings of George, they simply do not know it. And it is impossible to do otherwise with his teaching, for he who becomes acquainted with it cannot but agree." 
·
Dr. Sun Yat‐sen (1866‐1925), father of modern China, wrote, "The teachings of Henry George will be the basis of our program of reform... The (land tax) as the only means of supporting the government is an infinitely just, reasonable, and equitably distributed tax... The centuries of heavy and irregular taxation for the benefit of the manchus have shown China the injustice of any other system of taxation."
·
Albert Einstein (1879‐1955) said, "Men like Henry George are rare, unfortunately. One cannot imagine a more beautiful combination of intellectual keenness, artistic form, and fervent love of justice." 
·
Helen Keller (1880‐1968) wrote, "Who reads shall find in Henry George's philosophy a rare beauty and power of inspiration, and a splendid faith in the essential nobility of human nature." (In a letter to a Mr. Hennessy dated 1930 Jan 14) 
·
Sir Winston Churchill (1874‐1965) said, "I have made speeches by the yard on the subject of land value taxation, and you know what a supporter I am of that policy." 
·
Gen. Douglas MacArthur (1880‐1964), commander of the US occupation force in Japan after World War II, hired Carl Shoup to help him reform land holding and thereby rebuild Japan. Their revision of the Japanese Constitution reversed the rent ratio between owners (whose portion dropped from 2/3 to 1/3) and tenants (whose rose from 1/3 to 2/3). Shoup also simplified Japan's tax code, facilitating investment. James Michener in his novel Hawaii created a fictional version of Shoup who endorsed the single tax on land. The New York Times' lengthy obit quoted Shoup's colleague, C. Lowell Harris, emeritus Columbia and member of and Advisor to the Geonomy Society. 
·
Confucius (BC 551‐479), Chinese philosopher, said, "When the Great Way prevailed, natural resources were fully used for the benefit of all and not appropriated for selfish ends... This was the Age of the Great Commonwealth of peace and prosperity."
Hi,
I have 2 critical ideas which I believe could critically influence many Christians to vote for Obama and that he needs to know about for use in upcoming debates and to spread to all Christians who are campaigning for him and maybe even in ads. He has not used them so far and so I thought I'd write and help you with some ideas in this area (the below is just a rough outline. If there is interest from your campaign, I'll work to make it short and powerful in convincing Christians and others to vote for Obama). The ideas are:
1) Democratic/Obama economics are far closer to the Bible than McCain's/Republicans since the Bible condemns hoarding and giving to the rich and because the #1 cause of poverty is inequality while the biblical jubilee system or the tested and proven "Land Rent" system guarantee similar basic opportunities from the start of life for everyone. These ideas have proven far more effective than anything at ending poverty in numerous cases around the world. These ideas are promoted by MANY great thinkers from many backgrounds, not just Christianity. If Christians know about this, they will be a lot more likely to vote for Democrats.
2) How to deal with the abortion issue with Christians more effectively.
I also have 2 short ideas for ads that I will write quickly since they are very short. The 2 AD ideas are these:
3) Make an ad comparing McCain's tax plan to Obama's.  Then give a website where people can go to to calculate the tax they will pay.
4)Make an ad showing the reasons why Obama wants to be president.  Then run this quote from McCain's book showing that he wasn't really interested in change when he ran before.  It was just cold ambition. At the end ask something like, "Do you want a president whose goal is change or cold ambition?"
"I didn't decide to run for President to start a national crusade for the political reforms I believed in or to run a campaign as if it were some grand act of patriotism. In truth, I wanted to be president because IT HAD BECOME MY AMBITION TO BE PRESIDENT. I was sixty‐two years old when I made the decision and I thought IT WAS MY ONE SHOT AT THE PRIZE."
‐ John McCain, "Worth the Fighting For: A Memoir" (2002)
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp‐dyn/content/article/2008/08/01/AR2008080103032_pf.html 
5) (By the way, I'm a Christian missionary overseas and my dad is a 30+ year pastor of a conservative denomination and both of us and quite a few expats overseas are strong Obama supporters. This is something Obama could use in an ad as well.  Americans who live overseas and are concerned about America's intl. image are far more supportive of Obama).
I was impressed that Barack Obama went to Rick Warren's church for a debate, and he gave some good answers...but in several areas, I feel that he is not using the most convincing arguments that could help him appeal to Christian voters a lot more effectively.  I will give 2 brief examples in economics and abortion (and also 2 ideas for ads at the end that I think could be effective and I can provide MUCH more information and details if you ask that I think could be useful in the upcoming debates and to engage Christians. 
Now to the economics and abortion ideas. This is a short summary of the economoics one.  A whole speech on this concept that I gave is included below along with many powerful quotes from famous thinkers.
1) Economics: Republicans advocate cutting taxes for the rich.  The Bible is against the rich hoarding wealth though (Ecclesiastes 5:13 for example).  Democrats push for equal opportunity and tax the rich to help the poor and middle class.  This is very unjustly criticized as class warfare, socialism, etc.  But actually, the Bible teaches an economic system that will eliminate poverty and has done so. It's called the Jubilee system and it's far more similar to the Democrats economic system than the Republicans and Christians need to know this. It is based on the idea that nature was created by God and so all human beings should share nature equally. There's a similar concept called Land Rent which accomplishes the same thing by saying that the only just and fair tax is taxing those who use nature and take it out of public use. The tax on them is used to give all free education, free hospital care, etc.  It's sort of what VP Palin is doing in Alaska with oil...which is not a very Republican thing to do at all.  These ideas guaratee everyone a similar basically equal economic start in life. This biblical concept is vastly different from Republican ideas and from communism since you can become wealthy if you work hard and that's your right.   Not only is it a Christian idea, Asian philosophers, deists, economists, atheists and philosophers of all types have said that sharing nature is the only just and fair economic system.  I strongly urge you to read more on this below so Obama can use it in his debates. 
There are similarities between socialism and Jubilee. But, many Christians think of socialism when some kinds of socialism are actually very good.  Socialist Denmark for example is the happiest country on earth since all have equal opportunity and for other reasons.  The point must be clear though that equal opportunity is NOT forcing all to have equal wealth.
2) Abortion: Barack's response that the abortion question was "above his pay grade" was very unfortunate and a major turn off to many Christians. It was good that he said we can work to make abortions and teen pregnancies rare. But, here are some good ideas that could be used.
a) There are some good pro‐choice Christian perspectives from the Bible at:
http://www.rcrc.org/perspectives/protestant.cfm (read esp. Personhood, the Bible, and the Abortion Debate, by Paul Simmons, Ph.D., Th.M. (PDF) from page 3)
b) Abortion was done in ancient societies yet the Bible never calls it immoral anywhere (and the Bible tells us in Deuteronomy 4 not to add or subtract from God's laws).  It mentions all kinds of other immoral things including some quite minute and fairly trivial things, but there is no command about this abortion area whatsoever in the Bible. 
The Bible is pretty clear that God is involved in creating all life ranging from plants which we eat to babies in the womb.  But, in the only law case which has any possible relation to abortion (Exodus 21), a man who causes a miscarriage is only fined and this seems to be for injuring the woman and not for taking a life.  
c) Since the Bible never mentions it specifically, Christians don't have moral authority to legislate against abortion. In fact making abortion illegal will force many women to do it unsafely which will also cause many deaths.  This of course is a similar moral problem.
d) Christians are concerned about the world being a more moral place.  But, children of single parent families have far higher crime rates, far higher dropout rates, far higher suicide rates, far higher teen pregnancy rates and much more.  Is it better for a woman to have a baby when she's totally unprepared for it and is not able to do a good parenting job?  
e)Although it is a very complex issue, with arguments on both sides, it's not really life vs. death in most cases.  It's a "when do you want life" question.  Will a woman have a baby when she's unprepared or will she have one when she is ready, healthy, married, etc.    And which one is better for society.
f) Congress is the one that passes laws, not the president.  And the supreme court already has a majority of Catholic/conservative justices.  So, the president's views on abortion are not the big issue in this election.
g) Rape/incest:  If Christians think life begins at conception, why does rape justify another crime, the murder of a new life?  At least Palin is consistent.  But, why don’t most Christians think that life should be protected if rape has happened?  This is a double standard.  One answer is that Christians think a woman should have the right to have a baby that they can love and are ready for.  These are very similar arguments to the pro‐choice arguments. 
h) McCain says he's strongly pro‐life, but he is very friendly to pro‐choice people..and it seems nearly chose a pro‐choice VP (Ridge or Lieberman).
MAKE POVERTY HISTORY PRESENTATION―PART 2 (This presentation explains from the Bible, philosophers (east, west, religious and atheist) and with practical examples...why all land and natural resources should be shared equally and how ONLY those things should be taxed (not income, businesses, houses, etc.). Democrats policies are far more in line with the BIble than Republican's). The #1 cause of poverty is living under capitalism instead of a just and equitable system like Jubilee or Land Rent where everyone is guaranteed similar basic opportunities from the start of life. If we followed land rent/jubilee, we could eliminate poverty from the world in less than 50 years. See "Economic democracy at: http://www.ied.info/books for practical details on how to implement it in nations, esp. section 3.)
1.
Good evening and welcome to our 2nd program on the issue of ending poverty. 3 weeks ago we talked about many of the issues, and I’d like to first quickly review some highlights from our first meeting. 
2.
(SLIDE: ‐modern life) Our modern world has made amazing advances in science and technology***. 
3.
(SLIDE: ‐Homer Dixon) But, scientists and professors like Homer Dixon from the University of Toronto are extremely concerned about five major global stresses. 
4.
(SLIDE: 5 world problems) These include excessive population growth destruction of the natural environment, resulting in drastic climate changes, depletion of energy source, worldwide disease and the widening gap between the rich and poor on the planet.  
5.
(SLIDE:  Professor Dixon) Prof. Dixon warns that “humanity is on the brink of a planetary emergency” and that these problems will likely cause far more stress, violence, deprivation and war in the near future if we don’t take action.
6.
(SLIDE: Poverty is War) Poverty is one of these dangers and it kills 30,000 people a day. 
7.
MOVIE CLIP:  Click with actors
Just during our short meeting tonight, 3,000 people will die from poverty.  These deaths from extreme stupid poverty are all unnecessary and avoidable. 
8.
This happens because of 3 major reasons:
9.
(SLIDE: Extreme Poverty)  1) EXREME POVERTY: makes the poor so poor that they can’t afford medical care, education and housing. They can’t even buy medicine that costs a couple dollars to save their lives…medicine for things like diarrhea, malaria, flu, etc. things that we don’t even give a second thought about these things are killing 1 person every 3 seconds. Major reasons for poverty are debt and trade injustice.
10.
(SLIDE: Debt) 2) DEBT: Many selfish dictators borrowed huge amounts of money. Now their people have to pay up to 50% of their income in debt repayments even though they never benefited from the money.
11.
(SLIDE: Unjust Trade) 3) TRADE INJUSTICE: “There are trade barriers and subsidies that create a dangerously unfair marketplace in our world today.  Over $700 billion is stolen from poor countries every year.  Let me illustrate: Let’s say that you are president of America (A). And this person is president of Haiti (B).  You are the farmers of America.  You are the farmers of Haiti (point out groups).  The president of America (A) gives about $232 per hectare in government subsidies to its rice farmers or $4 billion a year. This is about 40% of their profit. The president of Haiti has no money to give its rice farmers.  So, when the American farmers go to market, they can sell their rice for 400 won/kg. The Haitian farmers have to sell their rice for 600 won/kg just to survive. But, who will consumers buy from? And what will happen to the farmers in the Haiti? In this way, the poor all around the world are deprived of even their basic necessities.
12.
Rock singer Bono went to a slum in South Africa.  A man and his wife both had AIDS.  But, they had only enough drugs to keep one of them alive.  Bono says, "I stood there thinking, This is barbaric. This is actually barbaric."
13.
The Bible gave us many principles to solve this barbaric situation of our time.
1)
(SLIDE: Share/Be Generous) verse: The UN says that $70 billion a year will eliminate poverty.  If we're generous, just Americans and Koreans can do this by giving $250 a year to the poor.  More and better aid (money, technology, education, infrastructure, etc.)  (James 1:27, Deut. 15:7, 2 Corinthians 8:11‐14) (SLIDE w/Korean)
2)
(SLIDE: Cancel Debts) verse: If we cancel debts that eat up to 50% of income, poor nations can help themselves out of poverty. (Deuteronomy 15, Psalm 15:5, Nehemiah 5:7, Exodus 22:21‐25, Amos 8:4‐6) (SLIDE w/Korean)
3)
(SLIDE: Trade Fairly) verse: If we establish fair trade, poor nations will receive $700 billion a year and no longer be poor. (Amos 8:4‐7,James 5:4, Jeremiah 21‐11‐12, 22:13‐30, Micah 6:10‐16) (SLIDE w/Korean)
14.
In the 1990s, churches formed a campaign called Jubilee2000 (SLIDE: Jubilee) to ask the world to follow these principles and stop the tragic deaths of so many people. 
15.
As we see all the instability and violence and terrorism around us, it is becoming more and more obvious that Martin Luther King spoke the truth when he said, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere”
16.
(SLIDE: famous people) But now, singers, actors, politicians and over 400 organizations have joined to “Make Poverty History”!  
17.
Let me show you how lucky we are.  
18.
(SLIDE) If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead and a place to sleep ... you are richer than 75% of this world. 
19.
(SLIDE) If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a dish some place ... you are among the top 8%  of the world's wealthy. 
20.
(SLIDE) If you can attend a church meeting without fear of harassment, arrest, torture, or death ... you are more blessed than three billion people in the world.   
21.
(SLIDE) If you can read this message, you just received a double blessing that someone was thinking of you, and furthermore you are more blessed than over two billion people in the world that cannot read at all.
22.
I’d like you to understand that this issue is not just an issue of kindness.  It’s an issue of justice.  Are you going to be just going along with the barbarians who are involved in killing 1 person every 3 seconds or are you going to be doing something to try to change this injustice.
23.
Most of us think…well…yes, that’s sad. I can be kind, but it’s not really my concern that they are suffering.  
24.
We think this way because we have believed the lie of capitalism. What lie is this you ask?  It’s the lie that enables the children of wealthy people like the Rockefellers, Carnegies, Rothschilds Gates to start out life with a billion dollars inheritance while the children of billions of Indo Fils struggle to even eat.
25.
We think…oh that’s what they deserve…they worked hard and now they are rich. That is somewhat true, but somewhat false.  
26.
Tonight we’re going to learn about the #1 source of poverty and injustice in the world that dwarfs all others.  In addition, the solution is very easy to implement and brings incredible economic growth and peace.  Put on your thinking caps because this is going to turn a lot of your past ideas about economics upside down.
27.
How do people make money?  We make money from businesses from buying and selling things.  Most businesses need to operate in buildings and on land and with products.  
28.
This is what makes land so valuable.  It is the source of nearly all wealth.  Land ownership and monopolies have been the key to the wealth of most of the richest people in history.
29.
But, who made the land? Who made the trees for the company that produces paper?  Who made the rice for the companies that sell sacks of rice?  Who made the gold that jewelry companies use? Who made the sand and silicon for CDs and computer parts and wires?  Did any person make these things?
30.
(SLIDE: Psalms 24:1 ) Of course not!  Land, trees, food, gold, silver and so many other things….NONE of them were made by people.  In Psalms 24:1 God says that He made them, “The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to him.2 For he laid the earth's foundation on the seas and built it on the ocean depths.”
31.
(SLIDE:  Haggai 2:8)  In Haggai 2:8 God states "The silver is mine, the gold is mine, saith the Lord of Hosts."
32.
(SLIDE:  Psalms 50:12) In Psalms 50:12, God says, “If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof.
33.
In addition to all these material things, God made your body, muscles, tendons, organs, eyes and especially your brain.
34.
(SLIDE:  Psalms 139) The Bible says in Psalms 139;14, “You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother's womb. 14 Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is marvelous‐‐and how well I know it.
35.
Why am I telling you all this?  Because I want you to realize that all wealth and intelligence and business acumen and every ability we have comes directly to us from our Creator.
36.
(SLIDE: God’s gifts) You and I are constantly using gifts from God…and every single benefit that we have and every single pleasure that we experience…every bite that we savor…every kiss or hug that we receive, every single laugh that escapes our lips…is all due to the generosity and gifts of God.
37.
Therefore we are not at liberty to use our money for our own selfishness while others starve.  God has given us our abilities and nature to use to take care of our basic needs and to enable us to enjoy some of the simple things in life and to be able to follow the dreams and purposes that God has made us for.
38.
(SLIDE: 2 Corinthians) And God tells us that after we take care of our basic needs, we have a duty to help guarantee the basic needs of others. (2 Corinthians 8/9)
39.
??**(SLIDE: Hoarding Causes Suffering) But, when people misuse God’s gifts in an unnatural way, great suffering results. Great suffering happens when money and resources are hoarded by a few people or nations for themselves.
40.
The world is realizing today as Mandela said that poverty is man made.  
41.
MOVIE: Mandela  Poverty can be stopped when people decide to live in justice and when our world decides to give equal opportunities to every child of God.
42.
How can rich nations and citizens be so arrogant and so incredibly selfish as to appropriate most of the world’s benefits to ourselves and deprive others of even their basic human rights to eat, to live in safety, and to use their talents to contribute to a better world.
43.
(SLIDE:  happiness study) Ironically being wealthy doesn’t even make them happy. According to a study from Australia, once you can meet your basic needs…simple food, housing, education, etc…more money doesn’t add any happiness to life.  
44.
In fact, millionaire hip‐hop promoter Russell Simmons said that, "If I know 15 billionaires, I know 13 unhappy people," 
45.
And yet the #1 dream that I hear from so many of my students is usually to make a lot of money.
46.
There’s some serious brainwashing going on here that makes people want to hoard money that doesn’t bring happiness and then at the same time deprives others of their basic needs.  This is barbaric. 
47.
It was for this reason that the Bible put so many safeguards on the use and misuse of money.  There are more than 2,000 verses on the subject.  Watch this video to see more examples of tragic results that happen when we ignore God’s principles.
48.
MOVIE CLIP: Toddler
49.
Every person on the planet is a child of God and because of this every person deserves to own or use some of nature…land, water, gold, forests, animals, mountains…whatever.  
50.
(OPTIONAL: This is not communism at all..communism forces everyone to have equal wealth.  This is very different.  It is a guarantee of a fairly equal start in life.  What you do with those opportunities is up to you.)
51.
(SLIDE: Jubilee) God’s Jubilee economic system in the Bible was based on sharing natural resources. Basically, it divided all the land in Israel between families equally.  This land could never be sold and it could only rented out for a maximum of 49 years.  Then it would return to the family.
52.
This meant that each generation was guaranteed economic opportunities and fresh chances since each of them possessed land or resources to help them reach their dreams.
53.
Geniuses disagree on many things.  But, on this thorniest issue of poverty...geniuses from east and west, religious and atheist all agree on a simple solution―sharing natural resources fairly.
54.
The Jubilee way is best.  Another similar idea called Land Rent is very simple 
55.
(SLIDE:   Basic Economic rights) 1) BASIC ECONOMIC RIGHTS FOR ALL: Societies must recognize each person’s basic economic rights to share nature.  This right is recognized by almost all philosophers as basic justice.
56.
(SLIDE:  tax people for using nature ) **2) TAX PEOPLE FOR USING NATURE: Most governments charge taxes on many things: salary, work, houses, businesses, sales tax, etc.  But, these are not just taxes because they in a sense steal people’s labor. (SLIDE: alternative ) But, it is just to tax people for using nature because they didn’t make land, trees, gold, etc. So, land rent only taxes nature use…nothing else ( usually about 10% of it’s value) and each person has the full right to keep or sell whatever they make. The land tax will be used for education, medical care, roads and other projects that benefit everyone. 
57.
(SLIDE:  Nature can’t be inherited) 3) NATURE CAN’T BE INHERITED:  Natural resources like land cannot be inherited since they belong to society.  Whoever wants to use it, pays tax to society.  This ensures equality and opportunity for each generation.
58.
Here are some of the philosophers who support this:
59.
(SLIDE:   )Pliny the Elder (23‐79), Roman naturalist, concluded, "Land monopoly ruined Rome."
60.
(SLIDE:   )Abraham Lincoln, “The land, the earth God gave to man for his home, sustenance and support, should never be the possession of any man, corporation, society or unfriendly government, any more than the air or water”
61.
(SLIDE:   )Thomas Jefferson wrote, "The earth is given as a common stock for men to labor and to live on.”
62.
(SLIDE:   )Mencius (the philosopher and contemporary of Confucius), said: “In the market places, charge land‐rent, but don't tax the goods; (or make concise regulations and don't even charge rent). Do this, and all the merchants in the realm will be pleased and will want to set up shop in your markets.”
63.
(SLIDE:   )Dr. Sun Yat‐sen (1866‐1925), father of modern China, wrote, "The (land tax) as the only means of supporting the government is an infinitely just, reasonable, and equitably distributed tax... The centuries of heavy and irregular taxation for the benefit of the manchus have shown China the injustice of any other system of taxation."
64.
(SLIDE:   )The atheist Voltaire said, "The fruits of the earth are a common heritage of all, to which each man has equal right." 
65.
(SLIDE:   )Another atheist Rousseau said, "You are undone if you once forget that the fruits of the earth belong to us all, and the earth itself to no one." 
66.
**??(SLIDE:   ) Albert Einstein, Helen Keller, Tolstoy, John Keynes, Winston Churchill and 100s of other great thinkers agree.
67.
Does it work?  Yes, it has in many places.  Here are 3 examples: 
(SLIDE:  DOES IT WORK ) 1) TAIWAN: When Chiang Kai‐shek retreated to Taiwan in the 1940s, people were very poor and hungry. 20 rich families monopolized the entire island. General Chiang felt that he had lost the war with Mao Tse Tung because Mao promised equality to all.  So, he started the system of land rent.  Soon, owning and holding lots of land was not profitable at all because all taxes were based on land.  So, they sold of the land they weren’t using as fast as possible at cheap prices. The new owners worked hard and within 10 years, debts were paid off, hunger was ended and the economy began to skyrocket.  Taiwan set world records with 10% per year GDP growth and 20% in their industry. (Fred Harrison, Power in the Land, 1983) By comparison, Korea’s GDP growth in 2005 was 3.5% (http://times.hankooki.com/lpage/biz/200512/kt2005122021361211860.htm).  So land rent produces an economy three times better than capitalism. 
68.
**Douglas MacArthur encouraged Japan and Korea to do the same thing and in less than 50 years both countries have risen to the top 15 economies in the world!  **Sentence moved to #75**
69.
CALIFORNIA: In the 1890s in California, one man Henry Miller owned 1,000,000 acres of land. Miller could travel from Mexico to Oregon and spend every night on his own land. California started following land rent and Miller realized he would be poor if he kept all that unused land.  He sold the land to over 7,000 independent farms and California became the "bread basket of America" and is equivalent to the 5th largest economy in the world. 
70.
(SLIDE: CHINA) CHINA: Confucius (BC 551‐479), Chinese philosopher, said, "When the Great Way prevailed, natural resources were fully used for the benefit of all and not appropriated for selfish ends... Thus evil schemings were repressed, and robbers, thieves and other lawless elements failed to arise, so that outer doors did not have to be shut. This was the Age of the Great Commonwealth of peace and prosperity…
71.
(OPTIONAL: Native peoples in history like the Indians, the Eskimos and many others also shared nature…and they almost never had poverty like we do.)
72.
These examples and many more show us that people and nations experience incredible economic growth when people share God’s resources and take care of each other’s basic needs.  
73.
When people share God’s resources and when the desire for luxury and opulence is not #1, there is so much peace and safety that you don’t even have to lock your doors.  Just amazing!
74.
Unfortunately,  ***many countries now have neglected this principle and as in other countries, the top 5% of the wealthy rich own more than 90% of the natural resources.
75.
(SLIDE:   ) God says, “Study this Book of the Law continually. Meditate on it day and night so you may be sure to obey all that is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall deal wisely and have good success.” Joshua 1:8
76.
(SLIDE:   ) God has told given us principles of incredible wisdom that solve poverty.  And He says in Romans 12:8, “Don't just pretend that you love others. Really love them.”
77.
Capitalism which is based on greed tells us to just think about ourselves.  But, what happens when we do this?
78.
(SLIDE  Nationalism ) Nationalism says the comfort of people in my country is more important than foreigners having enough food, clean water and housing.  As a result, the world spends $1 trillion on military.  God says, “Love one another.”
79.
(SLIDE: Expensive Security) Selfishness says I’ve just got to have the latest fashion, the newest jeans, the newest BMW.  My pleasures are more important than others’ basic needs. As a result, we have to install locks, set up guard walls, buy security systems, hire security guards, hire policemen.  The costs of security in our world are astronomical..at least in the trillions of dollars. God says, “Love one another.”
80.
(SLIDE:  Future Einsteins wasted) Capitalism says you can own nature without caring about others rights.  As a result, we waste the lives of millions and billions‐‐including many probable Einsteins‐‐they can’t even afford to learn to read and write.  God says, “Love one another.”
81.
(SLIDE: Aids) Selfishness says, Even if I have AIDS, I’m going to just satisfy my sexual needs and not care about others.  And so, we have an AIDS epidemic that is spreading like lightening and infecting even infants right when they’re born.  God says to think of others first.
82.
??MOVIE:  Sister and Brother with AIDS
83.
One girl’s high school in Korea has a plaque saying, “If I can get one more point on the quiz, I can marry a man with a better job.”  Thinking selfishly like this will destroy true love and they will never be satisfied in the relationship.  Their life will be a total waste.
84.
(SLIDE: Enron Scandal) Greed tells CEOs of major corporations like Enron to embezzle vast sums. This then bankrupts the life savings of numerous investors…often grandparents and elderly.  God says, “Love one another.” 
85.
The world says, “Copy movie star lifestyles …fancy restaurants,  luxurious houses,  the newest cars and fashions.”  As a result jealous and pride cause disappointment and crime to rise. “God says, “Love one another.”
86.
(SLIDE:   1 Timothy 6:10) God tells us “The love of money is at the root of all kinds of evil.” 1 Timothy 6:10  Money is good and useful in the right place…but as #1 it causes a flood of costly and even deadly problems. 
87.
(SLIDE:  Proverbs ) My friends, “God’s people know the rights of the poor; the wicked don’t care to know”.  Proverbs 29:7 
88.
(SLIDE:   Hosea) But, no man is an island. God pleads with us…live by the principles of love and justice…” for God has much much to give us and  “Riches cannot make up for sin.”  Hosea 7‐8.  We cannot live the satisfying life that God intended with all its joys if we live selfishly.  We cannot experience the fullness of compassion, satisfaction, grace and the true beauty of life unless we truly recognize that every thing we have comes from God and all are entitled to share these blessings.
89.
(SLIDE:   Albert Schweitzer) To finish, keep this quote from 2 time Nobel prize winner Albert Schweitzer in your mind always, “One thing I know: the only ones among you who will be really happy are those who will have sought and found how to serve.” 
90.
(SLIDE: Together we can..) I hope that you choose to make love and justice the foundation of your life and use your talents to help the poor, to join NGOs, to volunteer, to support or teach orphans, to protest against injustice through organizations like Amnesty International and in many other ways to create rivers of justice and fountains of mercy and love flowing to all points of our world. Truly “Love one another” and use your influence, talents, abilities and money wisely to help restore basic human rights in all areas including economic.  
91.
Will you do that?  If so, raise your hand as your hand with me as we pray.
Here are a few quote from others who believe it is the answer to economic injustice:
·
Pliny the Elder (23‐79), Roman naturalist, concluded, "Land monopoly ruined Rome." 
·
Andrew Carnegie (1835‐1919), the steel magnate, noted, "The most comfortable, but also the most unproductive way for a capitalist to increase his fortune, is to put all monies in sites and await that point in time when a society, hungering for land, has to pay his price."
·
Landlords can exploit tenants as easily as masters can slaves. Aristotle (384‐322 BC) wrote that in the 7th century BC, "the whole land (of Attica) was in the hands of a few, and if the cultivators did not pay their rents, they became subject to bondage..." (The Constitution of Athens) 
·
Two thousand years later, (7) Arthur Schopenhauer (1788‐1860), German philosopher, noted, "Whether it is the man or the earth I own, the bird or its food, it is essentially the same thing." 
·
Horace Greeley (1811‐1872), the anti‐slavery crusader, elaborated, "Whenever the ownership of the soil is so engrossed by a small part of the community that the far larger part are compelled to pay whatever the few may see fit to exact for the privilege of occupying and cultivating the Earth, there is something very much like slavery." Consider how some modern farm owners treat farm workers. 
·
Besides this direct exploitation, there are indirect ones. As Winston Churchill noted, "land monopoly is not the only monopoly, but ... it is the mother of all other ... monopolies." 
·
Pierre Joseph Proudhon (1809‐1865), French journalist/anarchist, elaborated: "As long as land monopoly is maintained, the few can take possession of what Nature free of charge has granted to everyone, and usury will penetrate the whole society, and we will have banks, which instead of being servants for the exchange of goods will become powerful extorters." 
·
John Maynard Keynes (1883‐1946), the third great economist in the triumvirate with Smith and Marx, put this analysis in modern economese. "There have been times when it was probably the craving for the ownership of land, independently of its yield, which served to keep up the rate of interest... The high rates of interest from mortgages on land, often exceeding the probable net yield from cultivating the land, have been a familiar feature of many agricultural economies ... The competition of a high interest‐rate on mortgages may well have had the same effect in retarding the growth of wealth from current investment in newly produced capital‐assets, as high interest rates on long‐term debts have had in more recent times." (The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money, 1936, pp. 250, 358, 241) 
·
Abolitionist president Abraham Lincoln (1809‐1865) decided, "The land, the earth God gave to man for his home, sustenance and support, should never be the possession of any man, corporation, society or unfriendly government, any more than the air or water if as much... an individual or company or enterprise requiring land should hold no more than is required for their home and sustenance, and never more than they have in actual use in the prudent management of their legitimate business, and this much should not be permitted when it creates an exclusive monopoly." (Abraham Lincoln and the Men of His Time, Browne, Dr. Robert) 
·
Voltaire (1694‐1778), more than a millennium later in the Age of Enlightenment, had his character Candide say, "The fruits of the earth are a common heritage of all, to which each man has equal right." His colleague, (19) Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712‐1778), said, "You are undone if you once forget that the fruits of the earth belong to us all, and the earth itself to no one." 
·
Thomas Jefferson (1743‐1826), author of the Declaration of Independence and with Ben Franklin the most inventive and intellectual of the Founding Fathers, wrote, "The earth is given as a common stock for men to labor and to live on... Wherever in any country there are idle lands and unemployed poor, it is clear that the laws of property have been so far extended as to violate natural right. Everyone may have land to labor for himself, if he chooses; or, preferring the exercise of any other industry, may exact for it such compensation as not only to afford a comfortable subsistence, but wherewith to provide for a cessation from labor in old age." (Notes on Virginia, 1791) 
·
Henry George (1839‐1897), author of Progress and Poverty (1879) which outsold every book of its era but the Bible, distinguished between creation and production and urged us to "abolish all taxation save on the value of land." 
·
Mencius, the philosopher and contemporary of Confuscius in ancient China, said: 밒n the market places, charge land‐rent, but don't tax the goods; or make concise regulations and don't even charge rent. Do this, and all the merchants in the realm will be pleased and will want to set up shop in your markets. At the borders, make inspections but don't charge tariffs, then all the travelers in the realm will be pleased and will want to traverse your highways." 2A: 5. A new translation by Charles Muller. www.human.toyogakuen‐u.ac.jp/~acmuller/contao/. (Tom Sherrard.) 
·
John Stuart Mill (1806‐1873), English philosopher and economist, wrote, "Landlords grow rich in their sleep without working, risking or economizing. The increase in the value of land, arising as it does from the efforts of an entire community, should belong to the community and not the individual who might hold title." 
·
Leo Tolstoy (1828‐1910), who kept a photo of Henry George on his desk and whose dying words to passengers on a train were to tax land alone, told the Russian Czar and the world that "people do not argue with the teachings of George, they simply do not know it. And it is impossible to do otherwise with his teaching, for he who becomes acquainted with it cannot but agree." 
·
Dr. Sun Yat‐sen (1866‐1925), father of modern China, wrote, "The teachings of Henry George will be the basis of our program of reform... The (land tax) as the only means of supporting the government is an infinitely just, reasonable, and equitably distributed tax... The centuries of heavy and irregular taxation for the benefit of the manchus have shown China the injustice of any other system of taxation."
·
Albert Einstein (1879‐1955) said, "Men like Henry George are rare, unfortunately. One cannot imagine a more beautiful combination of intellectual keenness, artistic form, and fervent love of justice." 
·
Helen Keller (1880‐1968) wrote, "Who reads shall find in Henry George's philosophy a rare beauty and power of inspiration, and a splendid faith in the essential nobility of human nature." (In a letter to a Mr. Hennessy dated 1930 Jan 14) 
·
Sir Winston Churchill (1874‐1965) said, "I have made speeches by the yard on the subject of land value taxation, and you know what a supporter I am of that policy." 
·
Gen. Douglas MacArthur (1880‐1964), commander of the US occupation force in Japan after World War II, hired Carl Shoup to help him reform land holding and thereby rebuild Japan. Their revision of the Japanese Constitution reversed the rent ratio between owners (whose portion dropped from 2/3 to 1/3) and tenants (whose rose from 1/3 to 2/3). Shoup also simplified Japan's tax code, facilitating investment. James Michener in his novel Hawaii created a fictional version of Shoup who endorsed the single tax on land. The New York Times' lengthy obit quoted Shoup's colleague, C. Lowell Harris, emeritus Columbia and member of and Advisor to the Geonomy Society. 
·
Confucius (BC 551‐479), Chinese philosopher, said, "When the Great Way prevailed, natural resources were fully used for the benefit of all and not appropriated for selfish ends... This was the Age of the Great Commonwealth of peace and prosperity."
Numbers 26
 51 In summary, the registered troops of all Israel numbered 601,730. 

 52 Then the Lord said to Moses, 53 “Divide the land among the tribes, and distribute the grants of land in proportion to the tribes’ populations, as indicated by the number of names on the list. 54 Give the larger tribes more land and the smaller tribes less land, each group receiving a grant in proportion to the size of its population. 55 But you must assign the land by lot, and give land to each ancestral tribe according to the number of names on the list. 56 Each grant of land must be assigned by lot among the larger and smaller tribal groups.” 
... 62 The men from the Levite clans who were one month old or older numbered 23,000. But the Levites were not included in the registration of the rest of the people of Israel because they were not given an allotment of land when it was divided among the Israelites. 
 
Jeremiah 3
 1 “If a man divorces a woman      and she goes and marries someone else,   he will not take her back again,      for that would surely corrupt the land.   But you have prostituted yourself with many lovers,      so why are you trying to come back to me?”      says the Lord. 2 “Look at the shrines on every hilltop.      Is there any place you have not been defiled      by your adultery with other gods?   You sit like a prostitute beside the road waiting for a customer.      You sit alone like a nomad in the desert.   You have polluted the land with your prostitution      and your wickedness. 3 That’s why even the spring rains have failed.      For you are a brazen prostitute and completely shameless. 4 Yet you say to me,      ‘Father, you have been my guide since my youth. 5 Surely you won’t be angry forever!      Surely you can forget about it!’   So you talk,      but you keep on doing all the evil you can.” 
Judah Follows Israel’s Example
 6 During the reign of King Josiah, the Lord said to me, “Have you seen what fickle Israel has done? Like a wife who commits adultery, Israel has worshiped other gods on every hill and under every green tree. 7 I thought, ‘After she has done all this, she will return to me.’ But she did not return, and her faithless sister Judah saw this. 8 She saw that I divorced faithless Israel because of her adultery. But that treacherous sister Judah had no fear, and now she, too, has left me and given herself to prostitution. 9 Israel treated it all so lightly―she thought nothing of committing adultery by worshiping idols made of wood and stone. So now the land has been polluted. 10 But despite all this, her faithless sister Judah has never sincerely returned to me. She has only pretended to be sorry. I, the Lord, have spoken!” 

Hope for Wayward Israel
 11 Then the Lord said to me, “Even faithless Israel is less guilty than treacherous Judah! 12 Therefore, go and give this message to Israel.[a] This is what the Lord says: 

   “O Israel, my faithless people,      come home to me again,   for I am merciful.      I will not be angry with you forever. 13 Only acknowledge your guilt.      Admit that you rebelled against the Lord your God   and committed adultery against him      by worshiping idols under every green tree.   Confess that you refused to listen to my voice.      I, the Lord, have spoken! 
 14 “Return home, you wayward children,”      says the Lord,      “for I am your master.   I will bring you back to the land of Israel[b]―      one from this town and two from that family―      from wherever you are scattered. 15 And I will give you shepherds after my own heart,      who will guide you with knowledge and understanding. 
 16 “And when your land is once more filled with people,” says the Lord, “you will no longer wish for ‘the good old days’ when you possessed the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant. You will not miss those days or even remember them, and there will be no need to rebuild the Ark. 17 In that day Jerusalem will be known as ‘The Throne of the Lord.’ All nations will come there to honor the Lord. They will no longer stubbornly follow their own evil desires. 18 In those days the people of Judah and Israel will return together from exile in the north. They will return to the land I gave their ancestors as an inheritance forever. 
 19 “I thought to myself,      ‘I would love to treat you as my own children!’   I wanted nothing more than to give you this beautiful land―      the finest possession in the world.   I looked forward to your calling me ‘Father,’      and I wanted you never to turn from me. 20 But you have been unfaithful to me, you people of Israel!      You have been like a faithless wife who leaves her husband.      I, the Lord, have spoken.” 
 21 Voices are heard high on the windswept mountains,      the weeping and pleading of Israel’s people.   For they have chosen crooked paths      and have forgotten the Lord their God. 
 22 “My wayward children,” says the Lord,      “come back to me, and I will heal your wayward hearts.” 
   “Yes, we’re coming,” the people reply,      “for you are the Lord our God. 23 Our worship of idols on the hills      and our religious orgies on the mountains      are a delusion.   Only in the Lord our God      will Israel ever find salvation. 24 From childhood we have watched      as everything our ancestors worked for―   their flocks and herds, their sons and daughters―      was squandered on a delusion. 25 Let us now lie down in shame      and cover ourselves with dishonor,   for we and our ancestors have sinned      against the Lord our God.   From our childhood to this day      we have never obeyed him.”
Numbers 35
Towns for the Levites
 1 While Israel was camped beside the Jordan on the plains of Moab across from Jericho, the Lord said to Moses, 2 “Command the people of Israel to give to the Levites from their property certain towns to live in, along with the surrounding pasturelands. 3 These towns will be for the Levites to live in, and the surrounding lands will provide pasture for their cattle, flocks, and other livestock. 4 The pastureland assigned to the Levites around these towns will extend 1,500 feet[a] from the town walls in every direction. 5 Measure off 3,000 feet[b] outside the town walls in every direction―east, south, west, north―with the town at the center. This area will serve as the larger pastureland for the towns. 

 6 “Six of the towns you give the Levites will be cities of refuge, where a person who has accidentally killed someone can flee for safety. In addition, give them forty‐two other towns. 7 In all, forty‐eight towns with the surrounding pastureland will be given to the Levites. 8 These towns will come from the property of the people of Israel. The larger tribes will give more towns to the Levites, while the smaller tribes will give fewer. Each tribe will give property in proportion to the size of its land.” 
Deuteronomy 14
The Giving of Tithes
 22 “You must set aside a tithe of your crops―one-tenth of all the crops you harvest each year. 23 Bring this tithe to the designated place of worship―the place the Lord your God chooses for his name to be honored―and eat it there in his presence. This applies to your tithes of grain, new wine, olive oil, and the firstborn males of your flocks and herds. Doing this will teach you always to fear the Lord your God. 

 27 And do not neglect the Levites in your town, for they will receive no allotment of land among you. 
 28 “At the end of every third year, bring the entire tithe of that year’s harvest and store it in the nearest town. 29 Give it to the Levites, who will receive no allotment of land among you, as well as to the foreigners living among you, the orphans, and the widows in your towns, so they can eat and be satisfied. Then the Lord your God will bless you in all your work.
Numbers 18  (David eating shewbread???)
Support for the Priests and Levites
 8 The Lord gave these further instructions to Aaron: “I myself have put you in charge of all the holy offerings that are brought to me by the people of Israel. I have given all these consecrated offerings to you and your sons as your permanent share. 9 You are allotted the portion of the most holy offerings that is not burned on the fire. This portion of all the most holy offerings―including the grain offerings, sin offerings, and guilt offerings―will be most holy, and it belongs to you and your sons. 10 You must eat it as a most holy offering. All the males may eat of it, and you must treat it as most holy. 

 11 “All the sacred offerings and special offerings presented to me when the Israelites lift them up before the altar also belong to you. I have given them to you and to your sons and daughters as your permanent share. Any member of your family who is ceremonially clean may eat of these offerings. 
 12 “I also give you the harvest gifts brought by the people as offerings to the Lord―the best of the olive oil, new wine, and grain. 13 All the first crops of their land that the people present to the Lord belong to you. Any member of your family who is ceremonially clean may eat this food. 
 14 “Everything in Israel that is specially set apart for the Lord[c] also belongs to you. 
 15 “The firstborn of every mother, whether human or animal, that is offered to the Lord will be yours. But you must always redeem your firstborn sons and the firstborn of ceremonially unclean animals. 16 Redeem them when they are one month old. The redemption price is five pieces of silver[d] (as measured by the weight of the sanctuary shekel, which equals twenty gerahs). 
 17 “However, you may not redeem the firstborn of cattle, sheep, or goats. They are holy and have been set apart for the Lord. Sprinkle their blood on the altar, and burn their fat as a special gift, a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 18 The meat of these animals will be yours, just like the breast and right thigh that are presented by lifting them up as a special offering before the altar. 19 Yes, I am giving you all these holy offerings that the people of Israel bring to the Lord. They are for you and your sons and daughters, to be eaten as your permanent share. This is an eternal and unbreakable covenant[e] between the Lord and you, and it also applies to your descendants.” 
 20 And the Lord said to Aaron, “You priests will receive no allotment of land or share of property among the people of Israel. I am your share and your allotment. 21 As for the tribe of Levi, your relatives, I will compensate them for their service in the Tabernacle. Instead of an allotment of land, I will give them the tithes from the entire land of Israel. 
23 ...The Levites will receive no allotment of land among the Israelites, 24 because I have given them the Israelites’ tithes, which have been presented as sacred offerings to the Lord. This will be the Levites’ share. That is why I said they would receive no allotment of land among the Israelites.” 
 25 The Lord also told Moses, 26 “Give these instructions to the Levites: When you receive from the people of Israel the tithes I have assigned as your allotment, give a tenth of the tithes you receive―a tithe of the tithe―to the Lord as a sacred offering. 27 The Lord will consider this offering to be your harvest offering, as though it were the first grain from your own threshing floor or wine from your own winepress. 28 You must present one‐tenth of the tithe received from the Israelites as a sacred offering to the Lord. This is the Lord’s sacred portion, and you must present it to Aaron the priest. 29 Be sure to give to the Lord the best portions of the gifts given to you. 
 30 “Also, give these instructions to the Levites: When you present the best part as your offering, it will be considered as though it came from your own threshing floor or winepress. 31 You Levites and your families may eat this food anywhere you wish, for it is your compensation for serving in the Tabernacle. 32 You will not be considered guilty for accepting the Lord’s tithes if you give the best portion to the priests. But be careful not to treat the holy gifts of the people of Israel as though they were common. If you do, you will die.”
tax the rich more to help the poor.  Unfortunately, many Christians and even pastors are unaware of this…but the Bible is very clear on this.  
